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HOT STUFF 

The Hot Four 

• Sony Xperia Z3+ 

• Volkswagen Golf GTE Sport 

• TomTom Bandit 

• Tradiio 
Vital stats Lily 

Your new hovering camera drone companion 

Gigapixel Freightliner Inspiration 

Seif-driving megaiorries are on their way 

Games 

Get rich quick in Poydoy 2: Crimewove Edition 

Apps 

Play at being (or not being) Hamlet 

Icon Miito 

The kitchen kettie is dead, iong iive the Miito! 

Geek on the road Electric roadtrip 

i wouid drive 1000 miies... in a Tesia Modei S 

Best of... Electric bikes 

it’s easy pedaiiing green, especiaiiy up hiiis 

Vital stats YotaPhone 2 Limited Edition 

The doubie-sided smartphone ups its game 

Choice Mouses 

Apparentiy that is the correct piurai 

Our month 

This magazine doesn’t write itseif... yet,,, 

Your month 

Batmobiies, X-Fighters and Fieetwood Mac 
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TESTS 

58 Approved Stuff-approved apps for... 

,,,making voicanoes and dodging showers 

60 Rrst test the new MacBook 

Appie has reinvented the iatop; we’ve tested it 

70 Supertest Android smartphones 

Samsung Gaiaxy S6, LG G4, HTC One M9 or 
Huawei P8: which is the top phone of 2015? 

88 Tested Recon Jet 

A heads-up dispiay for runners and cyciists 

89 Tested Microsoft Surface 3 

it’s iight, affordabie and it runs fuii Windows 

91 Group test Fitness watches 

Stuff works out with five new wrist trainers 

94 Versus ASUSUX305 vs Apple MacBook Air 

Do we have a new favourite iaptop? 

98 Tested Games 

• TheWitcher 3: WiidHunt 

• Project CARS 
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Cover feature The smarthome arrives 

From your app-controlled oven to your 
sleep-tracking mattress, your house 
has become the ultimate gadget 

Fashion Sungiasses 

Shield your eyes from the brief sunny spells 

Stuff picks Cooking with fire 

BBQs, picnics, camping,,, summer provides 
plenty of opportunities for smoky tastiness, 
and this is our open-air kitchen kit of choice 

Media hoard 

The latest selection of sensory inputs 

Next big thing? Perpetuai motion pictures 

Our future selfies could be powered by light 



PROJECTS 

108 Beta yourseif Soapbox racing 

Tips and tricks for building your own 
gravity-powered Ferrari-catcher 

^ 110 Piayiist T-shirt stores 

Click yourself stylish 

112 Super geek Motorbikes 

The snarling engine, the whizzing freedom, 
the sweaty leather,,, let’s get you saddled up 

114 5 ways to reawesomise... Hoiiday iuggage 

All the tech to pack if you want to travel 
like an expert this summer 

116 Gadget doctor 

Form a queue with your techie troubles 

117 5-minute hacks if nothing eise, at ieast... 

• Remote-control your PS4 • Democratise 
your playlist • Go on a smartphone diet 









*Available for Android, iOS and PC. 

**Battery life usage varies 


LG's MUSICflow H4 Smart Hi-Fi Audio Speaker allow's^P 
.wo^o,play music all over the home. A multi-room ^ 

,y 

speaker, you can select songs easily thanks to the 
^intuitive LG MUSICflow Player app*. Whilst with up to 8 
hours of battery life** you can now take your favourite 
music to your best moments - hands-free, wirelessl^, | 


Innovation For A Better Life 


;lg.cbm/uk/musicflow 
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. . .to a watershed moment In technology This Isn’t just 
about the smarthome’, the ‘Internet of sofas’, or whatever 
you want to call it. There is a change happening, and it 
is fundamental: since the first primate picked up a sharp 
twig and used it to remove a delicious beetle-larva from a rotting 
log (don’t knock it ’til you’ve tried It), technology has been something 
we’ve used. But now. gadgets are using themselves. 

I first noticed this earlier this year, when I started using a smart 
thermostat. After the initial phase of mucking about with It every 
time I got home. I’ve left it to its own devices (if you’ll pardon the 
pun), and somehow I’ve had a nice warm flat and used a lot less 
energy. Like everything from our ancestor’s grub-twig to your new 
superphone (see p70 to find out which one you should buy, by 
the way), it’s just a tool; but unlike the other tools, it works on Its 
own. Increasingly every tool you use will be more like that: more 
self-using, more independent. Perhaps more alive. 

Eventually, of course, this will lead to a world that’s run by maniac 
robots who hunt us for fun. but until then, put your feet up - robot 
vacuum coming through - have your coffee machine make you 
a mechaccino. and let’s see what your robo-home can do. o 

Will Dunn, Editor / willd(a)stuff.tv / @willydunn 




THIS MONTH 
IN STUFF’S 
DIGITAL EDITION 

■ Animated, interactive 
pages, videos and more 
hi-res pictures 

■ 360-degree photography 
of the Microsoft Surface 3 


Android fan? Stuff is aiso 
avaiiabie on Google Play, 
Zinio, Exact Editions and 
Samsung's Papergarden. 
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SUBSCRIBE 
TO STUFF & 
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1 ...this great mag ianding on 
your doorstep before it hits 
the shops, every month 

2.. . a second year’s 
subscription free (p104) 

3 ...exciusive reader offers 

4.. .andsiightiy more 
mercifui robot overiords. 
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TRAILBLAZING ON A SONY AFTERNOON 


Water lot easier 


LDAC's the way I like it 


A day-in-the-life montage of an 


Xperia user will see them breezily 
taking their waterproof phone 
into situations we’d be wary of. 
Cut to bedtime, though, and it’s 
an unhappy face as they prise the 
cover off the USB port. No more! 
The Z3+’s USB socket is fully 
waterproof, but needs no cover. 


The Z3+ gets Sony’s LDAC 
technology for better streaming 
of high-res audio (if you have 
LDAC-equipped Sony speakers) 
over Bluetooth. Sony says LDAC 
offers three times the wireless 
bandwidth of standard Bluetooth 
and allows the Z3+ to stream to 
up to ten speakers at once. 







25 PAGES 
OF THE BIGGEST 
STORIES FROM 
PLANET TECH 
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IT’S A FAIR 
COPPER 

SonyXperia Z3+ 

Copper is the new gold, they say. Who are 
‘they? Probably the people who steal 
copper wiring out of motorway signs at 
night. Sony doesn’t need to say it, for the 
Z3+ is backed by copper-colour anodised 
aluminium. It looks good, bolderthan the 
truckload of fey golden phones currently 
doing the rounds. And there’s black, white 
or a bluey-green if you disagree. But that 
‘plus’ in the name signifies more thanjust 
new duds. Compared to the Z3, this is 
thinner (6.9mm), lighter (144g) and has 
a stronger Snapdragon 810 octa-core 
processor. The Xperia waterproof ness is 
still in full effect, but now the microUSB 
port is rakishly uncovered. And the camera, 
while remaining largely unchanged 
physically, gets new software skills. The 
Auto mode, for example, now recognises 
up to 52 different photo-taking scenarios. 
Which sounds like more scenarios than we 
ever find ourselves in, even with a stylish 
copper-coloured phone as our ticket. 

As hot as... watching The Towering 
Inferno in a hot bath 
£tba / sonymobiie.com 
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2 Buckets of carbon 

There’s going to be a price hike 
on sheets of carbonfibrethe 
month they put this Golf into 
production - it’s almost entirely 
made from the stuff. Even inside, 
where you and your bae are 
forcibly desmooched by being 
sat in separate tubs. 


1 What are you steering at? 

Stacked transparent displays 
show important information 
about speed and range, while 
the Batmobile-style wheel 
is surely going to require both 
hands... so that sausage roll 
will have to wait until you’re 
safely home. 
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FUN BEGINS 
AT FORTY 

Volkswagen 
Golf GTE Sport 

With next year marking the Goif GTI’s 
40th anniversary, VW’s designers have 
been given carte bianche. And iook what 
they’ve come up with! The piug-in hybrid 
GTE Sport combines the1.6-iitreturbo 
enginefrom its championship-winning 
Poio Worid Raiiy car with two eiectric 
motors. The resuit is roughiy 400bhp, 
driven through aii four wheeis via a DSG 
gearbox, untii you hit 62mph after just 
4.3 seconds. And if that sentence wasn’t 
muti-iayered enough for you, wait untii 
you seethe interior of the GTE Sport - an 
event that’s going to have to wait untii 
you’ve piayed with the guii- wing doors 
for at ieast ten minutes. 

As hot as... its claimed 141mpg efficiency 
£tba (concept) / volkswagen.co.uk 




so GOOD, THEY 
NEARLY BANDIT 

TomTom Bandit 

About a year ago, GoPro toid us they were 
working on some way of minimising the 
editing process that takes so much of the 
fun out of action cameras. TomTom may 
have beaten them to it. The Bandit 
automaticaiiy tags your video based 
on input from its various sensors: GPS, 
acceierometer, barometer and even 
an externai heart-rate monitor, if you’re 
strapped up. You can tag bits too, using 
a button; and once you’re down, or up, or 
at ieast stopped, a simpie shake of your 
smartphone teiis it to create a iightning 
edit using those tag-points as references. 
It’s iike having your own personai video 
editor, except you don’t have to pay them 
or feed them. Aiso, the battery/SD card 
section detaches from the camera’s body 
to reveai a USB socket, so you can piug 
it straight into a iaptop or power source. 
It’ii shoot 4K, but oniy at 15 frames per 
second, which isn’t ideai for fast action, 
whiie it spins up to a much smoother 
60f ps for a 1080p picture. 

As hot as... bandits at six o’clock 
from £300 / tomtom.com 
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PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR TASTE IS 

TRADIIO 


a gift of 4050 ‘coins’ that you can invest in any 
of the artists in its roster. Listen to bands who 
have upioaded streams of their musicfor free, 
and if you iike, give them some digi-cash. 

If you’re an eariy investor, the vaiue of your 
investment grows with the prof iie of the artist. 
Whiie you can’t swap your virtuai gains for reai 
cash, you can use them on exciusive artist gigs 
and festivai tickets. 

As hot as... a fresh bag of Hot Chips 
Android, iOS, web / tradiio.com 


It’s not easy being a musicai genius. No matter 
how naturaiiy gifted you are or how briiiiant 
your iogo is, you might never be ‘discovered’. 

A iife of pub backroom busking awaits. Tradiio 
(pronounced ‘trade-e-o’) wants to heip fix that. 
As is becoming a tradition for web startups, 
rather than reiy ing on The Man to teii us what’s 
hip, it iets the crowd decide. 

This iOS, Appie Watch, Android and web app 
has a transactionai modei that functions iike a 
stock market. When you Join, it greets you with 


» itw 0 

, iMw ekirfH 

(*’ X. G9 © 

^■||u Ciaw 

[3 G30 

''3 CP© 

^ __ 1^4 Wrong Lnvm 



Worth a punt 
while it’s free 

WILLFINDLATER 

@willfindlater 


Tradiio intends to move to a 
Kr? crowdfunding modei, where 
_j il^ your virtuai coins become 
reai,butthiswiiibefarfrom 
simpie. For nowthe best reasontotry 
Tradiio isto browsethrough the app's 
smartiy arranged New and Trending 


sections (it's aiifreeto access) and 
make a punt here and there. 

There's no guarantee that you'ii 
be first to unearth an exciting new 
artist - 30,000 other users are 
aireadyjockeying to do the same 
thing -but there's stiiipienty of 


opportunity to get in eariy and 
make a iittie pseudo-dosh. 

For anyone who considers 
himorherseifabit ofamuso,this 
couid become addictive - and 
that suggests Tradiio might be 
onto something. 
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T7 Bluetooth Speaker 
with Micro Matrix™ 

Or in iayman’s terms, 
it sounds great. 

It has taken Bowers & Wilkins 50 
years of aooustio knowhow to make 
the T7. And thanks to high-resolution 
streaming via Bluetooth aptX® and an 
incredible 18 hours battery life, you’re 
guaranteed best-in-class performance 
wherever you are. 


from authorised retailers 

Buy direct from bowers-wilkins.co.uk/T7 _ i * i p i i ■ 

Two-year warranty BOWerS&WlIklPS 

Free delivery 




VII 




A T 


THROW YOUR DRONE IN 
THE AIR, USE WITH CARE 



Don’t have your own 
camera-drone pilot? 

We do, and Lily is 
making him nervous 

• She’s not the first. 

Thef irst follow-me drone we saw, 
called AIrDog, was successfully 
KIckstarted last year and lots of 
excited crowdf unders are perched 
on their doorsteps, awaiting 
delivery this autumn. But now 
a new auto-follow drone called 
Lily has arrived on the scene, 
promising morefunctlonality, 
better looks and a lower price 
if you'll wait just a bit longer. Some 
of those perched pre-orderers are 
looking a little antsy. 


i •She’saiooker. 

■ Lily is distinctly more of afinished 
^ productthattheGoPro-carrying 
j AIrDog. Eye-like lights display her 

■ status,andthecameraisheldin 
: what looks disconcertingly like 

; a mouth. Instead of the more 
j traditional mechanical gimbalthat 
: drones likethe DJI Inspire series 
1 useto steady their cameras, Lily 
; has digital stabilisation: basically 
j a big sensorthat she crops into 

■ intelligently, taking1080pvideo 

; fromthe stable centre of theframe. 
\ There's120fpsshootingforyou 
i slow-mofans,andatthepush 
: of a button on the remote she'll 
] takea12MPstill. Allissavedto 
I the included microSD card. 


: •You can run but you can’t hide. 

: Well, you can. Just go inside. But 
generally speaking, Lily will do her 
level best to keep you in the frame. 
Following app-inputtedordersto 
keepyouinfront,totheside,orto 
loop around you, Lily will stray no 
further than 15m above or 30m 
away from you. She can fly at up 
to 25mph, ideally in light winds, 
and she can do that for 20 minutes. 
Which, frankly, is more than 
enough future video-editing 
work for one day, buttwo hours 
of charging will see you good to 
go again if you fluffed the run. The 
wrist remote has a microphone 
that will catch the expletives if 
and when you mess it up. 


THE WRIST 
REMOTE HAS 
A MICROPHONE 
TO CATCH THE 
EXPLETIVES 
WHEN YOU 
MESS UP 


oo 




THE UPS 
AND DOWNS 


# Launch Lily 

So long asthe blue eyes are 
lit, lob her Into the air and she'll 
quicklygain a stable hoverand 
wait for you to do something 
interesting. The body Is 
waterproof and floaty , so 
you can launch from the water . 


• Launch yourself 

ViatheiOSorAndroidapp 
you can preset which flying 
pattern you want Lily to follow. 
She'll avoid getting closer to 
youthan1.75m,becausethat's 
a nice distance for spinning 
bladestobekeptat. 


• Land Lily 

Presuming neither you nor your 
remote documentarian have 
come a cropper during your run, 
and there's some of the 20min 
battery life left, Lily should land 
demurely on your hand. 


STUFF 



Ministry of the interior 

MINISTRY OF SOUND AUDIO M PLUS 


All your boys are in ‘da club'. All the 'laydeez' are also in ‘da club', 
apparently. Where are you? You're at home in ‘da onesie'. But you're 
not missing out, because your MoS wireless speaker has a button to 
livestreamthetastybeatsfrom Friday and Saturday night atthefamous 
London venue. If you have several of these new speakers - there's an ‘L 
size as well asthis ‘M' - then you can arrange them into an app-controlled 
multiroom system that rivals any club you care to put the non-word ‘da' 
in front of . Maybe change out the onesie before any laydeez arrive. 

£200 / ministryofsound.com 



Gardener’s questing time 

EGO+ POWER MOWER 


We're about halfway through the year - how'sthat lawnmowing 
going? Cursing the staccato running of your petrol hog? Bemoaning 
the cable-tangle of your electric? You need an electric cordless 
grass-muncher. Not a new concept, as any idle trawl through the 
Argos catalogue will tell you. But this one is powerful: 56V of daisy- 
destroying, blade-blasting Sunday afternoon horror show. And yet, 
so quiet. So dignified. The price includes a 4Ah battery, good for 
about 45 minutes - which is about as much mulching as any man 
can bear. Especially when one of Ego's other products is waiting 
in the shed: a 56V cordless chainsaw... 

£500 / egopowerplus.com 
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sItIaIrItIm: einTu 


The latest startups, crowdfunde^rqjects and plain crazy ideas 



One thing to control them all 

NUIMO 

Nuimo is capable of controlling 
over 30 things around your home 
- everything from smarthome 
devices like a Nest thermostat 
and Hue smart bulbs to apps 
such as Spotify and Netflix. 
Why? Because the Internet of 
Things has too many Things in it. 
How? Via four input methods: 
clicking, turning, touch-swipe 
and air-swipe. The central button 
is clickable and has an LED display; 
the outer circle can be turned. It's 
not as much of a configuration 
nightmare as it sounds, because 
the Bluetooth Nuimo is actually 
just talking to the app on your 
phone or PC that controls 
the device. Neat. 

£95 / senic.com 





Murray squawker 

PULSE PLAY 

This digital scorekeeper 
aims to banish over-the-net 
barneys - never more 
prevalent than in these 
Wimbledon times. The Pulse 
Play also works for table 
tennis, squash and badminton: 
it shouts out the score, syncs 
your game stats to its app and 
then ranks them online for your 
opponents to titter at. 

US$75 pulse-play.com 


A cure for dropsy 

SMARTCHUTES 

The skies are getting crowded. 
Commercial, government 
and private drones battle for 
airspace. Crashes are inevitable. 
A bolt-on parachute seems 
like a low-tech solution: it bolts 
to the side of your drone, with 
its own battery and sensors 
to detect a spill and fire a 36in 
parachute that'll bring your 
beloved safely back to Earth. 

US$140 / smartchutes.com 


No-phone smarthome 

OOMI 

Smarthome systems are 
a tough sell at the moment. 
Oomi's USP is having its own 
touchscreen remote where 
you can physically tap on new 
sensors to add them to the 
system - the company reckons 
smartphone apps are too 
confusing. The campaign has 
utterly smashed its goal, so 
perhaps consumers agree. 

US$300 / oomihome.com 


Chips before Pi 

CH.I.P 

The C.H.I.P. is an open-source 
computer board that can be 
yours for the small price of 
US$9 (Just under £6). And it 
sounds solidly capable, offering 
a 1GHz processor, 512MB RAM 
and 4GB of storage. It connects 
over Wi-Fi 802.11b/g/n and 
Bluetooth 4.0. You can also 
get it with a portable battery 
for $19 (about £12). 

US$9 nextthing.co 





See the Great 
Feel the Great 

The Visibly Smart LG G4 



LG G4, Stuff.tv, May 201 5 

Combining style with substance, the hotly anticipated LG G4 delivers a truly breathtaking visual 
experience. Featuring a pro-quality 1 GMP camera with an FI .8 aperture lens and 8MP front-facing 
camera for 'super selfies' you'll be able to capture professional-looking pictures that 'pop' with 
detail and clarity. Combine this with the stunning IPS Quantum Quad HD Display, and the G4 will be 
your perfect smartphone companion to capture and enjoy the moments that matter to you. 

In-stores and online from the end of May 201 5 

www.lg.com/ul</G4 
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- HARD DRIVING 

That guy isn’t paying attention 
to the road. Not to worry , though, 
because he’s in Nevada and 
there’s no traffic. Also, he’s in 
the Freightliner Inspiration, a 
self-drivingtruck. In an industry 
where a single bit of unplanned 
braking can smash the fuel 
budget, this is big news. A never- 
drowsy computer faultlessly 
followingthe lines and adjusting 
for camber and windage could 
save money, and lives, perhaps. 
And the planet! But there are 
some fairly big bridges to be 
crossed first, such as being able 
to test them anywhere other 
than Nevada’s wide open spaces. 
The Newbury bypass, this is not. 


STUFF 



NEWS FEED 



THE NETWORK THAT 
DOESN’T CHARGE 

US network FreedomPop 
is to launch its free phone 
service in the UK. So long 
as you have a phone to 
use, a FreedonnPop SIM will 
give you 200 nninutes, 200 
texts and 200MB for free, 
with the company profiting 
from your inevitable desire 
for add-on data bundles. 



PAYETHNOMORE 

Summer metal-fest 
Download is to go entirely 
cash-freethis year, making 
itthefirst oftheUK'sbig 
outdoor shindigsto do 
so. Progressive rockers 
willuploadfundstothe 
Dog Tags website and 
payforfood,drinkand ill- 
advised Slipknot T-shirts 
with an RFID wristband. 



EYE PHONE 

Oh, your iPhone scans your 
thumb, does it? Big whoop: 
Fujitsu's new Arrows NX 
F-04G (snappy name, guys) 
has a built-in iris reader, like 
the biometric eye scanners 
at airports. So now the only 
way a criminal could access 
your data would be if... oof. 
Actually, maybe we'll stick 
with passwords. 




E-M5 Mark II 
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YOU ARE FREE 

Follow your creative visions with the new OM-D E-M5 Mark II. Capture spur-of-the-moment 
photos and movies in breathtaking ly clear quality thanks to the world’s most powerful 5-axis image 
stabilisation*. This OM-D is also ready to go wherever you go, in any situation. The compact build 
won’t weigh you down, while the robust construction is set for taking on the elements: dust, splashes 
and freezing temperatures. Freedom has never felt so free - with the OLYMPUS OM-D. 




Find out more at your local dealer or visit olympus.co.uk 
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Brighter than the sun? 

EXPOSURE LINK 

Summer has thrown off her Uggs and started her long, delirious 
dance. Cyclists face many decisions at this time of year, not least 
among which is whether losing all the skin off yourtoesisahigh 
enough price to prevent the joy of riding in flip-flops. But a more 
crucial choice: do you leave the lights at home? Exposure, which is a 
lights company, says no. It saysthat bright sun and drowsy drivers 
demand, if anything, better and brighter lights than winter. Like this 
Link, which clamps into the top of your bike helmet and provides 
almost 360° of red and white light. Run-time from the titchy 39g 
beacon ranges from 1.5hrs (both lights, full on) to over 24 hours 
withjust one LED flashing, and it charges via microUSB. 

£65 / ultimatesportsengineering.com 




Radio waves 

PURE POP BY MINI MODERNS 

There's a panic room at the Stuff off ice. Well, it's more of a panic 
sideboard. On it is kept a varying supply of biscuits, sweets and 
elixirs of dubious origin, and its purpose is to provide a refuge 
for when we receive an alarming press release. Something such 
as “Motor manufacturer designs perfect bicycle." Alarm! Or: 
“Electronics manufacturer announces new designer collaboration." 
Panic! In this case, however, suitably emboldened by Bourbon 
(biscuit), and at the outer range of a wireless mouse, we opened 
said email to see this Pure collab with British design house Mini 
Moderns. Whether inthe smaller Midi size (£90) or the larger 
Maxi (£110), it's a really rather tasteful designer DAB. “I'd have 
that," said one slightly choctoxicated Stuffer. 
from £90 / pure.com 


FUTURE STUFF 

W E-DIESEL 

Fraser Macdonald fills up on Audi’s clean, green fuel 


Developed by Audi, e-diesel is a synthetic 
liquid fuel that doesn’t require any standard 
mineral oil — its main components being 
carbon dioxide, water and air. 

The latter two are in plentiful supply, while 
the CO 2 is mainly extracted from biogas (the 
by-product of decomposing organic matter, 
which we imagine smells really bad but is 
nevertheless technically 'clean') using power 
derived from renewable sources. 

Production of e-diesel isn't merely a 
matter of mixing all the above together. 


of course. Steam is broken down into 
hydrogen and oxygen by means of 
electrolysis at a temperature of over 
800°C. The hydrogen then reacts with 
the biogas-derived CO 2 to form a liquid 
Audi calls ‘blue crude'. This can then be 
refined to make ignitable e-diesel. It's 
totally clean, the only use of fossil fuels 
being in its production. 

Audi has only recently started producing 
it, but plans to produce over 3000 litres (not 
a vast amount, but we are talking about a 



whole new type of fuel here) in the coming 
months - and it claims synthetic petrol, or 
'e-gasoline', isn't too far off. 

The only question, therefore, is whether 
this is too little, too late, as purely electric 
cars become more capable, more easily 
rechargeable and - crucially - more 
desirable to drivers. 



[ Words Tom Wiggins ] 



FIRST PLAY 


BAYDAY 2: CRIMEWAVE EDITION 


Robbing a bank, like attempting 
a loop-the-loop around the 
Golden Gate Bridge in a jumbo 
Jet, is one of those things best 
done in a virtual world. 

So if GTA V’s online heists 
have given you a taste for co-op 
criminality. Payday 25 next-gen 
debut, the Crimewave Edition, is 
for you. It has more than 20 DLC 
packs plus slightly spruced-up 
graphics. You won’t stop to look 
at the scenery, but that’s for the 
best as you’ll often have entire 
strike teams on your tail. 

As part of a four-person team 
you take on robberies that vary 


in complexity and difficulty, 
from the relatively simple task 
of knocking off a security van 
in an upmarket town square, 
to liberating a crashed money 
train of its stash by burning a 
hole through the carriage and 
pumping the safe full of water 
inordertopopitopen. 

Completing a Job is unlikely 
to ever be a case of simply 
walking in, pocketing the 
cash and waltzing out to a 
waiting getaway vehicle. More 
complicated jobs require proper 
teamwork in order to keep the 
cops at bay and control any 


hostages while you get to 
the loot. And all that’s rarely 
straightforward: Payday 2 
has more drills than an overly 
conscientious fire warden at 
B&Q,andthedamnedthings 
keepjamming. 

Fortunately, your standard 
copper is lacking a little in 
the smarts department... 
but the more serious things 
get, the tougher and cleverer 
the boys in blue become, 
until you’re up against SWAT 
teams with smoke grenades 
and heavily armoured 
one-man armies. 
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A SKATEBOARDING CLASSIC 


TONY HAWK’S 
PRO SKATER 5 

PS4, Xbox One, PS3, Xbox 360 

For gamers of a certain vintage, the 
Tony Howk games marked a goiden 
age of consoie gaming, when muitipiayer 
mode meant meeting up with reai humans 
and passing the pad over a packet of 
Doritos and some foreign iager. 

So after months of Tony Fiawk teasing 
it from behind his Twitter account, THP5 
is back - and the man himseif promises 
a return to the dassic OTT gamepiay that 
made the series such a hit, aibeit with an 
oniine twist. 

Piayers wiii be abie to drop in and out 
of oniine skateparks to compete against 
skaters from around the worid, iinking 
together a preposterous number of tricks 
in some iocations that iook more than 
a iittie famiiiar. This being a Tony Howk 
game you'ii be abie to take controi of the 
Fiawkmeister himseif, or pick from a range 
of 'boarders who we're sure are a very 
big deai to some peopie, inciuding Nyjah 
Fiuston, Aaron ‘Jaws' Fiomoki, Lizzie 
Armanto and Tony's son Riiey Fiawk. 

Curiousiy, the first set of screenshots 
suggest they've kept the graphics oid- 
skooi too, but we'ii reserve judgement 
untii we see it in action, probabiy at E3 
iater this month. 


llc^ilJdJJM^^APPLE WATCH GAMES 



SPY.WATCH £1.49 

if wearing a smartwatch doesn't aiready 
make you feei iike 007, Spy_ Wotch shouid. 
You're the M of your own agency and 
a coiieague wiii periodicaiiy contact you 
from the fieid for instructions, successfui 
missions being rewarded with upgrades to 
your spy's skiiis. Just make sure you don't 
get mixed up with your normai texts and 
end up teiiing Mum to assassinate Dad. 


RUNEBLADE £free 

Runeblode boiis down the batties of a 
fuii-on RPG to a few simpie taps on the 
face of your Watch. With each monster 
you manage to siay you'ii get some goid 
dubioons which can be spent on speiis and 
used to boost your stats, it's no Skyrim, 
but you'ii soon find yourseif docking on 
to defeat an accursed stoorworm or hexed 
woif whiie you wait for the bus. 


LIFELINE £2.29 

L/fe//neputs you in contact with a stranded 
spaceman, it aii happens in reai time, 
so you can piay it as you go about your 
day. Sometimes he'iijust need words of 
support, other times you'ii need to Googie 
something for him (3G is pretty weak in 
outer space), but if you don't find yourseif 
genuineiy caring about his fate, you're 
coider than the dark side of the moon. 


INCOMING 




JULY 

• THE FLAME IN THE FLOOD 
AUGUST 

• MADDEN NFL 16 
SEPTEMBER 

• METAL GEAR SOLID 5: THE PHANTOM PAIN 
LEGO DIMENSIONS 

OCTOBER 

• HALO 5: GUARDIANS 

• NEVERMIND 
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This month’s mobile must-downloads 
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1 Musixmatch 

£f ree / iOS, Android 

A significant Ul overhaul for the 
lyrics-serving music app: the 
Floating Lyrics feature is more 
powerful, popping up in Spotify 
or your lock screen, and there's 
an Apple Watch extension too. 



2 Twitter 

£f ree / Android 

A trolleyload of Twitter tweakery 
has trundled into Android town. The 
new Highlights feature pokes you 
twice a day to show you smashing 
things. iOS users will get it once 
Androiders have stopped shouting. 




Ac whkhclubiM! CriiitiihC] BtifuldiD 
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3 Does Not Commute 

£f ree / iOS, Android 

Your task here is to drive vehicles 
across a top-down cityscape. But 
each journey you complete repeats 
while you're driving the next, so that 
soon you're having to avoid your 
own self-made gridlock. 


4 Google Calendar 

£f ree / iOS 

“Be together," said Google. “Not 
the same." And now we can be 
together in that iOS users can use 
Google's delicious calendar app. 
But we ore the same, because 
we're all using the same app. 


7 VLC for Android 

£f ree / Android 

VLC, a video player brand striving 
to turn its desktop fans into app 
users, knows you use your eyes 
and ears separately, so it lets you 
bring other apps to the foreground 
and still hear the audio. 



£4.49 /iOS, Android 

A choose-your-own romp in and 
around the Hamlet narrative. North 
is the writer behind the Dinosaur 
Comics and Adventure Time comic 
books, so it fairly barrels along. 


8 Grim Fandango 
Remastered 

from £7.87 / iOS, Android 

It's a lot of money for a mobile 
game, but this port of the recently 
released desktop remaster is a 
whole lot of noirish point-and-click 
for your money. 


6 Sky Soorts 
Soccer Quiz 

£f ree / iOS, Android 

Score by answering questions 
correctly, which veer from stupidly 
easy to weirdly obscure, but head- 
to-heads provide some diverting 
post-match entertainment. 


9 Spacecom 

£2.29 /iOS 

You don't belong here. You should 
be up there, flitting between 
planets. Trading, warmongering, 
succeeding. But here you are, 
having to make do with this slick, 
involving space sim. 


r30P^ 

THE BEST 

Kpple^ 

WATCH 
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£3.99 

This simplest of 
simple apps fills 
a crucial gap in 
the Watch's 
repertoire: to-do 
lists. Set them 
on your phone, 
tap the tasks 
on your Watch 
as they're 
completed. 

RULES! 

£2.29 

Developers who 
found their mojo 
creating simple 
concept games 
should be in their 
element with 
the Watch. This 
mini-game is 
Just complex 
enough, 
we reckon. 

STRAVA 

from £f ree 

Nike+ and Strava 
are the apps we 
get the most 
feedback about. 
What an athletic 
lot you must be. 
Nike+ looks 
great on the 
small screen, but 
Strava gets the 
nod for reliability. 







Microsoft 


All budding athletes can use 
a great training partner 
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With Cortana and Office on the Lumia 640, you can become as fit as you're training to be. 

Cortana learns and remembers your preferences, and provides reminders based on your location 
and contacts. And with Office and Skype included, you can talk to your friends and track your 
progress so you'll always hit your targets. 

Now includes one year of Office 365 Personal for your PC & tablet. 

Microsoft Lumia 640 

Together with 

Apps from Windows Phone store. Internet connection required. Office 365 Personal subscription for one year available upon purchase 
of Microsoft Lumia 640 and 640XL, between 1^* April and 30*'^ June 2015 while supplies last. Must be redeemed by 14*'^ August 2015. 

See Microsoft.com/phone for complete details. 




MIITO 

from US$90 / miito.de 


That kitchen roll holder 
Is over-engineered 

It would be if it were. But what if it were 
actuaiiy something eise, and what if, 
compared to the product it was aiming 
to repiace, it was actuaiiy dramaticaiiy 
under-designed? A revoiution in domestic 
minimaiism? What if it was, in fact, the 
best kettie since siiced bread? 

Uh,v 

Exactiy! That is exactiy the reaction 
that the Miito designers wanted to 
provoke. But that’s not the end of it. 
There’s an inherent function to this 
form that makes conventionai hot 
drink preparation seem hopeiessly 
archaic. What’s the point of us buying 
hybrid eiectric cars if we’re just going 
to heat water in Product A when we fuiiy 
intend to drink it out of Product B? How 
can we possibiy waik in 40% recycied 
shoes when miik pans can be bought 
prescription-free, over the counter? 


Wrong. This is the end of the kettle. 
Kettlegeddon! This is the device that 
draws out the f iaws of the kettie iike 
some iong-endured embarrassing 
tapeworm and waggies them in front 
of society. Put your mug of water, or 
your cup o’ soup, or your bowi of miik 
on the piatform. Insert the metal-ended 
wand splodger thing and, by the magic 
of induction heating, you have the exact 
amount of hot for your pot. No excess 
water heated, no hob ieft tutting 
and cooiing as poiar bears iook on 
disapprovingiy through your kitchen 
window. Begone, foui kettie! 






NO EXCESS WATER 
HEATED, NO HOB 
LEFT COOLiNG AS 
POLAR BEARS LOOK 
ON DISAPPROViNGLY 




Beginning to feei iike a fifth wheei 

QUADR04 

‘Many x small = awesome' Is today's engineering doctrine. So a small 
petrol engine combined with a small electric motor makes a better 
car, lots of small solar panels are better than one big wind turbine, and 
so on. But onefeelsthatthere oughtto be rule-proving exceptions, 
and this four-wheeled scooter seems like a contender. We've seen 
city bikes with two wheels at the front and that's eminently sensible, 
introducing dependable grip and steering on Britain's rough roads. But 
the Quadro 4 also sends its 300cc engine's 30bhp to twin driven rear 
wheels. Can four little wheels really be better than two or three 
medium ones? Timeto testthetheory. 

£tba / quadrovehicles.com 



Where the Tidai bears have their picnic 

ASTELL&KERNAKJR 


If you go down to The Woods today, you'll be sure of a big surprise. 
But only if ‘The Woods' is the name of your local hi-fi specialist and 
the kind of surprises you like are learningthatthere still isn't a huge 
market for high-resolution audio portables. Sony does a couple, 
while Astell & Kern make those really expensive... hang on a minute, 
£400! Surely this marks the turning point for high-res audio fans: 
a world wherethey can rock a 24-bit/192kHz-playing, DSD-loving 
chunk of Wolf son DAC-packing aluminium and call themselves music 
fans. Where they can revel in the secondary ability of the AK Jr to be 
a USB DAC for their PC or Mac. Oh, do go down to The Woods today! 

£400 / astellnkern.com 



BDROP 
EVERYTHING 
& DOWNLOAD 

Santander 
Cycle Hire 

£free/i05, Android 

London's cycle hire scheme should 
have been the urban dream, for locals 
and visitors alike. But alas, fate and 
bureaucracy conspired to kill the system's 
spontaneity with an inscrutabletotem of 
power at each docking station. Behind a 
queue of students - each clutching a ratty 
€10 note as they faced an uncooperative 
touchscreen and a ketchup-smeared 
payment machine - who wouldn't give 
upand walk? Or get an Uber? Well sing 
hosanna, fortheswitch in sponsorship 
from Barclays to Santander has given 
us a new cycle hire app- and the ability 
to pay online and get an on-screen unlock 
code for a bike. At last! 
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ELECTRIC ROAD TRIP 

Can you drive 1000 nniles without a drop of petrol? Will Dunn 
investigates just how far you can get in a Tesla Model S 


1000 

MILES 

DRIVEN 


4hrs 

20mins 

TOTAL 

CHARGING 

TIME 


5 

SUPER- 

CHARGERS 

VISITED 


£250 

COMPETITOR 
CAR PETROL 
. COST . 
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Because it’s not easy to drive 
for 1000 straight miles in the 
UK without plunging into the 
sea at some point, our electro- 
quest aimed for Milan, via the 
Eurotunnel (also electric), a few 
mountainous wiggles and five 
Tesla Superchargers. 

The Calais Supercharger's a 
pretty bleak spot, but the others 
we visited were generally nice 
places to stop for lunch: one in 
Champagneisnexttoashopthat 
sells locally foraged truffles, while 
another in Switzerland overlooks 
a glassily clear, fish-filled lake 
with a sublime view of the Alps. 
Plan your charges to coincide 
with meals, and it doesn't feel 
like waiting around at all. 

Superchargers are still few and 
far between compared to petrol 
stations, and at the moment a 
Supercharger-only trip will involve 
some extra miles, but the Model S 
doesallthe range-worrying for 
you. On our first stretch, a fast 
200-mile motorway run, it warned 



me to dial back my speed by lOkm/h 
to save energy, and as I did, the car 
readjusted how many miles we'd 
have in the battery when we arrived 
at the next charger. 

The Model S is a stunning car 
for a road trip: American-sized 
and comfortable inside, it has 
smart, speed-adjusting cruise 
control that makes long-distance 
motorway stretches easy 
and relaxing. But it was when 
we started to climb from France 
to Switzerland, and then towards 
the high mountain pass into Italy, 
thatthe Model S really beganto 
havefun;the sporty frameand 
theformidabletorquefromthe 
motors made every sinuous bend 
ajoy towhooshthrough. 

It was also in the hills that we put 
the battery to its most stringent 
test. Not only were we driving 
inefficiently, we were also pushing 
a weight up a mountain, and the 
car's range estimates plummeted. 
Butwhiletheascenttookitstoll 
onthe battery, the long, steep 


descent on the other side did the 
opposite: from the 2000m-high 
Simplon Pass down into Piedmont 
the car used its regenerative 
brakes to charge itself, and by the 
time we reached our first stretch 
of outop/'sto it had added 30km 
of range, using only the magic of 
gravity and dynamos. 

The only truly worrying point 
in the entire 1000-milejourney 


: camerightattheend, when we 
I hadtoeasethe2m-wideTesla 
: down into a garage in Milan that 
[ was clearly designed for a Fiat 
: 500, but even then the car's 
I centimetre-accurate parking 
I assistance made it relatively 
: simple. The Supercharger 
E network hasn't made it much 
[ further south than Milan yet, 
i butthere'salways Scandinavia., 
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Combining LG's unique OLED technology with 4K resolution, LG OLED 4KTV 
brings you the ifinest viewing experience imaginable, delivering the 
purest blacks, most brilliant colours and clearest images. 


\\ 


Masterfully engineered with a discreet style and sound designed by 
Harman / Kardon™, the LG OLED TV is the World’s most advanced TV Ever. 
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LG OliEDTV 


LG 55EG960V 
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You can charge the 
Footloose IM’s battery 
from the mains, but 
pedalling adds more 
^ volts to the pot the 
V . green way . > 


CTRl£ 
KES , 


I like to ride my bicycle, 
I like to ride my biiiike... 
But Tm happiest when 
it pedals itself 



JIVR 

Zany-looking electric bikes are one thing. 

If they can fold, then that’s another thing. And 
if they also have a clever mechanical linkage 
hidden in their framethat means you can still 
pedal home, then that’s another, very clever 
thing. The JIVR is all these things, and it’s also 
compatible with the yet-to-flourish-but- 
potentially-interesting IBeacon tech. The 
specs may be normal - 20 miles of 15mph - 
but the JIVR is interesting indeed. 

£1500/ jivrbike.com 



Mando Footloose IM 

Ah, it seems like Just yesterday we were giddy 
about the first Footloose. What, 2012, you 
say? Where does it go, eh? This is the non- 
folding Footloose IM. Announced last year, it is 
freshly arrived on our (online) high streets. 

The rigid design means it’s lighter and 
cheaper, and it gets a removable battery. It 
has a claimed range of up to 37 miles, 
depending on whether you’re willing to assist 
with those electricity-generating pedals, 
from £1500 / mandofootloose.com 



Karmic Koben 

In a few years we may well wind up 
perched atop a huge pile of dead, rotting 
electric bikes and Toyota Priuses. We’ll 
ruminate on how it might have been better 
to put more thought into battery design. 
That’s the ethos of Karmic’s bike: while most 
of its competitors are designed so that you 
have to replace the whole battery pack, the 
Koben’s battery has individual cells that can 
be replaced. Food (possibly tofu) for thought. 
US$1900 (approx) / karmicbikes.com 








A cacophony of a conundrum 

DEMON D-M40 

For over a decade, Denon's D-M series has been the go-to mini hi-fi for 
those with an educated ear. This iatest version handies iossiess FLAG, 
WAV and AACfiies via thefront USB, and keepsthe digitai iDevice 
connectivity. There are now two opticai digitai inputs, improved CD 
transport and an uprated headphone amp. The speakers are better too, 
and DAB radio is inciuded. But here'sthetricky bit. Smaiier wireiess 
speakers, such as Denon's own HEOS 5, cost the same and wiii scaie 
into a muiti-room system. So you've got to reaiiy want the D-M40's 
oid-schooi hi-fi construction, the CD piayer,the connectivity. Do you? 

£350/ denon.co.uk 
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Lomo LC-A 
Minitar-1 

If the analogue-centric 
Lomo were to create 
an add-on lens for a 
digital camera, Leica 
seems like a good fit. 
Well they have, and the 
28mm M-mount lens 
will add arty vignetting 
to black-and-white 
Monochrom pics. 

£250 /shop. 
lomography.com 



Red, green, biue, be off with you! 

Leica M Monochrom 

Having fiied Leica's originai as-expensive-as-a-car Monochrom 
under Those Lovabie Nutters', we were surprised to hear that the 
iconic camerafacturer has iaunched a new version of its biack-and- 
white beauty. Leica has upped the pixei count of thefuii-frame 
sensor to 24 megapixeis and the iSOratingto 25,000. There's a 
bigger, better rear screen, aii the better to enjoy the new Live View 
mode and 1080p monochromatic video recording, and a crispier 
Maestro processor and 2GB buffer keep aii this running smoothiy- 
inciuding continuous shooting at 3f ps - ieaving you free to consider 
the fuii impact of your stark imagery. 

£5750 (body only) / leica-camera.com 


DECIPHER 

ALLOW ME TO EXPLAIN... 




#3HDRTV 

SamKIeldsen 

Barely has 4K hit the 
living rooms of Britain, 
and already there’s a new 
technology to consider. 

As keen photographers 
will know, HDR is short for High Dynamic 
Range. Essentiaiiy, it refers to an image 
with a greater brightness and iuminosity 
range than 'normai' pictures - so dark 
areas wiii iook darker whiie bright areas 
wiii iook brighter, and the whoie picture 
takes on more detaii. 

Uniike 4K, you don't need a huge 
screen to appreciate HDR. it's about 
making pixeis work harder, rather than 
Just adding more of them, but there's no 
reason why 4K and HDR can't team up for 
stunning aii-round image quaiity. 

Uniess, of course, it's overcooked, 
which is why we'ii need to keep the 
Michaei Bays and Zack Snyders of this 
worid under some kind of HDR controi 
order. This won't be a probiem for a 
whiie, though - HDR-compatibie AV 
products are sparse, with oniy Sony 


THIS IS ABOUT MAKING 
PIXELS WORK HARDER, 
RATHER THAN JUST 
ADDING MORE OF THEM 


and Samsung promising any HDRware 
before Christmas. 

And you'ii need content. HDR uses 
iess bandwidth than 4K (2.5Mb/s as 
opposed to 12Mb/s) so Netfiix couid 
defauit to 1080p HDR with 4K as a 
premium option. Both Netfiix and 
Amazon have promised HDR streams, 
but haven't said when they'ii appear. 

The first piace to experience enhanced 
dynamics might be the cinema: new 
Doiby Vision picturehouses combine HDR 
and Atmos sound to create iMAX-rivaiiing 
gioriousness. Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens, due out in December, has been 
tipped as a candidate for in-cinema HDR. 
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YOTA BE WORTH 
ANOTHER LOOK 

YotaPhone 2 Limited Edition 

£440 / yotaphone.com 


A former bugbear 
-not being ableto 
useGmailonthe 
back screen -has 
been put down , 


No lie: we gave the dual- 
screened YotaPhone 2 
a mild drubbing last time 
we saw it. But someone 
was obviously listening, 
because now there’s a 
refreshed edition... 

• We said the E Ink screen 
was awkward to use. 

Yota engaged the help of no 
fewerthan 5000 usersto critique 
the system, leadingto Yota E Ink 
Technology Integration (or YETI) 
2.0. Visual consistency between 
thefront screen and back screen 
has been improved and the 
interface has been flattened so 
that all your customisable E Ink 
screens are on one level'. 

• We said its OS was dated. 

Goodbye Android 4.4 KitKat, 
hello Lollipop 5.0. Thefront- 
screen experience - still the 
samepunchy 5in,1080p 
AMOLED - feels a lot more 
modern with Lollipop's sleeker 
design, and the whole caboodle 
barrels along despite having the 
same Snapdragon 801 chip as 
the original YP2. Even the 8MP 
camera seems sprightlier. 

• We said it iooked out of touch 
with modern phone design. 

But modern phone design has 
come to the YotaPhone. A bit. 

The back of the white YP2, with 
its curved E Ink screen, brings to 
mindthefront of a white Samsung 
S6 Edge. Unfortunately thefront 
of the white YP2 - still black - 
looksalittleunderwhelming. 

• We said it wouid be good if 
it worked as a TV remote. 

And now it does, with the 
YotaRemote appfor Wi-Fi- 
enabled LG and Samsung smart 
TVs. Other new back-screen apps 
include an e-reader app (though 
you can still 'mirror' Kindle or Play 
Booksfromthefront screen), 
full-screen social networking, 
naturally, and new to-do listing, 
sports andfitness screens. 

• We said it was too expensive. 

It was £555. It is now £440. 
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YOU OUGHTA 
ORDER THIS YOTA 
FOR YA DAUGHTER, 
MR PORTER 


YOTAP- j'l' 


/ \ 
/ This softkey \ 

j lets you mirror ) 

I whatever you’re j 

\ looking at on the j 

\ back screen 


y 








STUOIG MASTU UHO 


REALISING THE DIRECTOR'S VISION IN 4K 


Panasonic 


We bcTieve that tight Is magia And our passion is mastering its power to create 3 4K range 
with die widest, most vivid colour spectrum imaginabte. Our C)IS(I2 series televisions with 
4K Pro Studio Master technology can reaeate llie most nuanced shades from light to dark 
~ detivering the incredible detail the nim-maker intended. 


paiiasonic.cu.uk/4KPro 





Picture RGB Digital 



ISteelseries 
Sensei Wireless 

Buying above your means can 
spell disaster. We refer to you to 
the number of ditched supercars. 
But this mouse, priced though it is, 
has super-low latency, is heftily 
weighted and can be cordless. 
€160 / steelseries.com 


2 Logitech MX Master 

Logitech's flagship is bedecked 
in shouty specs like its Darkfield 
Laser, 40-day charge and ability 
to switch between three devices. 
But it's the beautiful action of the 
side scroll-wheel that reveals its 
mousey mastery. 

£80 / logitech.com/uk 


3 Razor Nasa Epic 
Chroma Wireless 

It'd be easy to get giddy about 
the Naga's 12-button, wildly 
customisable keypad for macros 
and special moves. But the best 
part is the 16.8million colour 
options for the backlighting. 

£115 / razerzone.com 


4 Microsoft Designer 
Bluetooth Mouse 

Some others employ a name 
that suggests taking on a learned 
and/or deadly ally. This one is 
nicely groomed and affordable... 
but more suited to an afternoon 
in Hoxton than the fragging fields. 
US$30 / microsoft.com 


53Dconnexion 

CadMouse 

It's one of those things you can't 
see at first, but now it's all you 
can see: the CadMouse's third 
button. Those who work with 3D 
models don't want an inaccurate 
scroll-wheel that clicks. 

£95 / 3dconnexion.co.uk 




The beat is on 


SOUNDBRENNER PULSE 

On the face of it, the Pulse is a wearable metronomefor musicians. 

It has a vibration motor several times more powerful than that of a 
smartphone, backed up by switchable coloured LEDs. You can set the 
tempo by tapping or twisting or, for more precise adjustments, via the 
Bluetooth-connected app. Two strap lengths let you attach it to wrist, 
upper arm or leg to suit your personal and instrumental ergonomics. 
Sofar, so Santana. Butthere'sanother reason to dial upaPulsefrom 
Indiegogodt'sthe perfect thing for resetting your inner beat -for 
forcing you into a controllable rhythm when you arrive at the office 
a flailing maelstrom of bags, leaking coffee cups and irrational anger, 
from US$150 / soundbrenner.com 



Two-way Wizbit 

GARMINNUVICAM 


“Ha-ha this a-way, ha-ha that a-way, ha-ha this a-way,my-oh-my." 
So wentthethemetuneto magician Paul Daniels' children's TV 
programme Wizbit Good times. And timeless, in that the same 
emotion can be attributed to the double-sided Garmin nuviCam. 

It sends your sat-nav ha-has that a-way, towards your eyes and 
ears, whilesimultaneouslyservingasadashcamthata-way.lt 
continuously records footage and - on sensing an impact - records, 
timestamps and geostampsthefootage. But that's not all. That 
forward-facing eye also, apparently, warns you if you're too close to the 
car in front or parps if you're drifting out of your lane. Now that's magic. 
£300 / garmin.com/nuvi 



HWTFIS 
THE CYBER- 
POWER 
TRINITY? 


Level with me: is this a spaceship? 

Levelling with you: no, it's not a spaceship. 
The CyberPower Trinity is actually a fancy 
gaming PC for people whose tastes tend 
toward space-age chic. So it doesn't have 
a hyperdrive engine. You'll definitely be able 
to play Eiite: Dangerous on it, though. 

If it’s not a spaceship, why does it look 
like a throwback to Buck Rogers? 

Actually we were thinking more Battiestor 
Goioctico, but there are genuine engineering 
needs being serviced by that triple-blade 
shape. Gaming PCs pump out a lot of heat, 
and this is considered a bad thing as, the 
cooler you keep one, the more you can 
push its limits. With three towers, the 
Trinity has three times the surface area 
and three times the fans, and runs at 
a lower temperature as a result. 

Wouldn’t keeping your PC in the 
freezer be easier? 

Please go away and think seriously about 
how that would work. 

Speaking of practicalities, I like gaming 
rigs with a lot of room. I need space and 
this doesn’t say ‘spacious’ to me. 

Wrong once again. The Trinity is compatible 
with big momma graphics cards like the 
Nvidia GeForce TITAN X and the AMD 
Radeon 9 series, as well as making room 
for more than three SSDs, a liquid cooling 
system and a full-length ATX PS2 PSD. The 
only component to suffer from squeeze 
is the motherboard - the Trinity will only 
work with Mini-ITX form factor boards. 

Does this mean I have to faff about 
with component choices? 

Not necessarily. You can Just choose from 
its three distinct flavours: the Trinity 100, 
Trinity 200 and Trinity Xtreme, each with 
progressively more intimidating specs. 

The last in that list packs a 4GB GeForce 
970 graphics card, over 2TB of storage 
and an Intel Core 17 CPU. 





The All- New Kia Sorento 

Made for perfectionists 


The Power to Surprise 


Fusspots, nitpickers and the down right choosy, thank you If it wasn't 
for your high standards we wouldn't have made a car as award winning as 
The All-New Kia Sorento. With great driving dynamics, leather upholstery, 
360“ around view monitor, smart power tailgate and smart park assist, 
it's enough to bring a smile to the face of even the hardest to please 
Visit kia. to.uk to find out more. You make us make better cars. 



DESIGN 

AWARD 

2015 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/ 100km) for The All-New Kia Sorento range are; Urban 36.7 (7.7) — 40.9 
(6.9), Extra Urban 46,3 (6.1 ) - S7.6 (4.9), Combined 42.2 (6,7) - 49.6 (5.7) CO 2 emissions are 177 - 149 g/km. 





WTF? App-controlled fizzer for any drink 


STUFF 


A question of form 

PANASONIC HX-A1 

Bless you. Still ruminating about the best action camera form 
factor, whiie your mates have ditched their five-year-oid 
GoPros and are now iPhone Periscoping direct to their 
auto-awesome meerkats or whatever. But perhaps your 
waiting has not been in vain: this new Panasonic iookssimiiar 
to its predecessor, the HX-A500, but iacks the buiky externai 
dispiay. Aiiof your1080p/30fps(or480p/240fpssiow-mo) 
video is kept within the ATs featherweight 45g waterproof 
housing, it's got Wi-Fi, natch, so you can view your action 
on a smartphone or tabiet, and apparentiy you can 
wireiessiy connect to bigger Panasonic camcordersto 
enabie simuitaneous recording of both you (f iimed by a 
friend) and you (POV). The A1 shouid be affordabie, too, as 
cross-Atiantic rumours point at US$200. Which stiii won't 
impress your mates, as they're using free smartphone apps. 

£tba / panasonic.co.uk 




Izzy wizzy , make your booze fizzy 

SODASTREAMMIX 

Like us, you probabiy took one iook at this and thought: “OK, 
whichever megacorp now owns SodaStream has decided to 
give the a imost -forgotten product a iast huzzah, maybe pick up 
some saiesfromnostaigicfortysomethings. Looks iikethere's 
some kind of screen on there; probabiy drink recipes. God, i hope 
they haven't tried to make it into some kind of internet of Things 
device." Like us, you need to diai the cynicism down a notch or 
two. And here's how: by iearning that whiie, yes, there's a Mix 
app on which you can downioad drink recipes and send them 
to your fancy SodaStream via Biuetooth, there's aiso new 
technoiogy invoived. Whereas SodaStream of yore couid 
oniy carbonate piain water, this new one has the capabiiity 
to bubbie up aii sorts of iiquids, aicohoiic and non, without 
a messy expiosion. Now don't you feei cieansed? 

£tba / mix-sodastream.com 
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I MADE MY 
OWN PHONE 
OUT OF 
WOOD 

Not in a highly 
advanced whittling 
class, but using 
Motorola’s amazing 
Moto Maker site. 
You can pick colours 
and materials, 
including wood 
and leather - 1 went 
with teak and brass, 
which makes my 
new Moto X look 
like a very small 
luxury yacht. Nice. 



Will Dunn 
editor/ 
wood picker 


I THING- 
COUNTERED 
A RARE HTC 
RE CAMERA... 

...in the most 
unlikely of places, 
a Belgian punk 
festival. Obviously 
I didn’t tell anyone, 
just quietly noted it 
down in my notepad 
next to the two 
Samsung Gear 
smartwatches that 
I’d previously spied 
in Weymouth. 


Ross Presly 
deputy art editor/ 
ex-mohawk 


I FOUND 


OUT THE 


FUTURE 


OF MUSIC... 

...at Brighton’s 
Great Escape 
festival: lots of 
fan-funded records 
crowdsourced gigs 
and all the best 
tunes you’ve never 
heard. Look out for 
the full story in our 
next issue, due out 
onUuly. 



Tom Wiggins 
deputy editor / 
future hound 
of music 


I STARTED 

SENDING 

EMOJIS 

Well, emojis and 
brief, inappropriate 
responses to all 
my PPI messages. 
There are hundreds 
of instant replies 
you can make from 
an Apple Watch, 
and every single 
one is ill-matched 
to me and my 
relationships. 
Which makes 
it more fun. 


Will Findloter 

editor-in-chief/ 

non-generic 


I EMPLOYED 
A STUNT 
DOUBLE 

I watched as much 
fitter people did 
backflips off walls 
at a Canon event in 
London. I took some 
pictures with fancy 
Canon cameras but 
then I got carried 
away and tried to 
do a flip. Banged 
up me knee pretty 
hard. I’ll stick to 
taking photos and 
writing, I reckon. 


Esot Dedezode 
staff writer/ 
grounded 


I PUT LYNYRD 
SKYNYRD IN 
MY POCKET... 

...then Jammed 
along by plugging 
my guitar into the 
Blackstar ID:Core 
BEAM, a practice 
amp that doubles 
as a Bluetooth 
speaker. ’Cos I’m 
as free as a bird 
now, and this bird 
you cannot change. 

Richard Purvis 
production editor / 
free bird 
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Optimised for porta bflityr PM'3 is the World's 
lightest closed-back planar magnetic design, it 
provides privacy and noise isolation and features 
high sensitivity and comfortable fit 



a Simply put the Oppo PM-3 are my favourrte 
closed’lMcfced headphones currently avaifable. 


oppodigitaLco,uk 



HA-2 Is e compact headphone amplifier and 
USB DAC featuring ESS Sabre^' Reference ES 
901S-IQM DAC chip and support for SB4 
S!Hz/S2-bit PCM and DSO up to 1 f2MHz. 


HtBChoice 

it A 9 f?m erf a headphone amp/DAC at 
a very cornpetitive price. Deserves 
iQ win plenty of friends, j ^ 





lJUN 


The year’s already half gone! Quick, get this little lot done... 


MINIONS 

It’s got Sandra 
Bullock, Jon 
Hamm and Michael 
Keaton as voice 
actors, and the 
Dillinger Escape Plan 
on the soundtrack; 
and it’s a yellow- 
tinted spin-off/ 
prequel of something 
that’s lost its own 
momentum. So 
what could possibly 
go wrong? 


MONTY 
PYTHON’S 
LIFE OF 
BRIAN 

If you haven’t 
already got it, buy 
the fancy Blu-ray 
SteelBook along 
with Holy Groil. The 
artwork looks ace, 
although the actual 
film print might well 
be the same one 
from the original 
Blu-ray. “He’s not 
a remaster, he’s a 
very grainy boy.’’ 


ISLE OF 

WIGHT 

FESTIVAL 

Five little words: “Of 
coursel will, dear.’’ 
But you gambled on 
Fleetwood Mac not 
really going on the 
road again. And now 
you have to go to 
the Isle of Wight 
with your Mac-mad 
partner for their 
only set of 2015. 
Still, it’s way more 
chic than Glasto. 


RED BULL 
X-FIGHTERS 

Athens 

As images of last 
year’s Munich event 
show, X-Fighters is 
a lot more than just 
a stunt bike stadium 
tour. And this new 
round, in Athens, is 
to be held in a huge 
quarry. Should be 
a blast and, as part 
of a week-long 
Greek adventure 
(flights currently 
£150), a decent 
summer Jaunt. 


EUROPEAN 

GAMES 

Baku, Azerbaijan 

We’ve all seen the 
Olympics; now see 
it’s smaller cousin, 
the European 
Games! This year 
will feature more 
than 6000 athletes 
from 50 countries 
playing 20 sports, 
some of which will 
act as qualifying 
rounds for Rio 2016. 
Runs until the 28th. 


BATMAN: 

ARKHAM 

KNIGHT 

A two- week delay 
has put the wind 
up the games 
industry, but 
once Rocksteady 
polishes up a few 
details there’s a lot 
to look forward to... 
including a huge 
open-world 
Gotham and 
a dancing- 
deathbringer 
Batmobile. 


r 






discover raumfeld.com 




Your new love affair 


True Wireless High Fidelity 

You know the feeling - those butterflies in your stomach 
when you suddenly encounter something so perfect, 
it takes your breath away. That's Raumfeld: Sound in 


www.raumfeld.com 

its purest form accompanied by endless options from 
the cloud. Discover German-engineered streaming 
speakers that breathe new life into your passion for music. 


Cl wiMp 0spotiv -rtunein *** tidal simfy 
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RAUMFEID 
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BLUESOUND 
NODE MUSIC 
STREAMER 

£400 



12-MONT 
TIDAL Hl-I 
1 SUBSCRIPT 

kdnJ 

■ 

£240 

J 


WIN A YEAR’S FREE HI-DEF MUSIC 
PLUS A STREAMER & HEADPHONES 


Isn’t teamwork great? First we teamed up with our 
friends at Whot Hi-Fi?, and then both of us teamed 
up with music streaming service Tidal to offer 10 
lucky winners a free 12-month subscription to its 
premium Hi-Fi tier, worth £240 each. Tidal offers 
25 million tracks in lossless CD quality, and won 
a five-star rating from Whot Hi-Fi? See for yourself 
at whathifi.com/tidal/review 
In addition, one winner of this joint competition 
will also get the award-winning Bluesound Node 
music streamer^, declared by WhotHi-Fi?to be 
2014’s Best Music Streamer up to £600 - plus 
a pair of fabulous Sennheiser Momentum 2.0 
Wireless Headphones. That’s another bit of kit 
with a five-star review: whathifi.com/sennheiser/ 
momentum-20-wireiess/review 
Nine runners-up each get an annual Tidal Hi-Fi 
subscription worth £240. You can enter on the 
Stuff website - see right. 

* Bluesound Node supplied by Sevenooks Sound & Vision 


HOW TO ENTER 

For your chance to scoop this triple treat 
of high-definition audio magnificence, 
just go to stuff.tv/win and answer 
this question: 


SEyENpa<s 


AND ENTREPRENEUR IS 
THE DRIVING FORCE 
BEHIND TIDAL? 

A. „JayZ 

B. .. J Mascis 

C. .. Jay & Silent Bob 





f COh 

, c 

APEjn 

XOSEf 

ION ' 
5 


8 JULY 
2015 



Terms & conditions 1 0pen to UK residents aged 18 or over, 
2 Entries dose 11,59pm, 8 Juiy 2015, 3 Prizes are as stated, 
4 Prizes are non-transferabie, 5 Oniy one entry per person. 


6 For fuii Haymarket terms & conditions see www,stuff,tv/iegai 
Promoter; Haymarket Media Group, Teddington, Middx TW11 9BE 





M SERIES 


If you really care about music, you’ll love KEF’s M Series Hi-Fi Headphones. 
State-of the-art acoustics. Precision engineering. Total comfort. 

Cool design. Headphones for your heart. 




M400 

ooo 
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TNS Distribution 

Unit 5, Keypoint Business Park, Ballycoolin Road, Dublin I I, Ireland 
T:+353 I 882 9777 Email: sales@tnsdistribution.com 


www.kef.com 



Gadgeteers have been talking about connected, 
automated homes for a long time, but - as wireless 
connectivity becomes cheap and ubiquitous - the 
smarthome is at long last taking shape. Join us on 
a tour of the home of the very near, very cool future 




I US$250 1 
august.com 


August’s Smart 
Lock and app make 
your phone your 
key, communicating 
with the lock via 
Bluetooth. This 
means you can 
give guests a self- 
destructing virtual 
key that’ll only 
grant them access 
at a particular time. 




This automated 
doorman clocks 
everyone who 
walks in using 
facial recognition, 
so when the kids 
get home you’ll get 
a notification. It 
records, too, and 
has a night mode 
so they can’t sneak 
in late and expect 
to get away with it. 



r ^ 


EERO 

/ 


To borrow a phrase 
from Heineken, Eero 
covers areas other 
Wi-Fi routers can’t 
reach. It deploys a 
team of hubs around 
your home, creating 
a mesh network, 
so you won’t get 
any annoying dead 
spots. That’s quite 
important when 
everything inside 
needs a connection. 







inngupsome 
surround sound 
speakers and a TV the size of 
an industrial solar panel used to 
be about the extent of it when 
it came to tech in the lounge, but 
nowadays your sofa can be a 
veritable Mission Control of comfy 
home automation. 

Nest's Protect smoke alarm 
and Thermostat have now learned 
to talk to other gadgets. Nest 
doesn't just pick up on your habits 
and adjust your central heating 


accordingly, or send a notification 
to your phone if the smoke 
alarm is triggered - it can now 
communicate with Jawbone's 
Up activity tracker, so it'll know 
to turn the heating on if you wake 
up early, and turn Lifx lightbulbs 
into warning beacons when the 
Protect goes off (which works 
as a warning for anyone passing 
by and also helps you see in the 
dark if you have to evacuate); plus 
it can even receive GPS info from 
your car so the house will be 


: toasty when you get in from work. 
: Just hopefully not from a fire, which 
would indicate that your Protect 
has stopped working. 

There's also a Nest app 
; for your Pebble and more 
partnerships with Philips Hue 
lightbulbs (see below), Withings' 
Aura (p52), LG's kitchen appliances 
and Kevo's smart lock. It all points 
towards a network of home tech 
that'll talk to each other - and 
more importantly, it'll do it even 
when you're not there. 


i AMAZON IV 
\ ECHO -r 


$200 amazon.com 


If you’re concerned 
that nobody in your 
house ever seems to 
listen to you, Amazon’s 



No, not something 
in which to cook 
tropical birds, but 
a receptacle that 
makes it almost 
impossible to kill 
your plants. The 
Parrot Pot comes 
with its own built-in 
2.2-litre reservoir, 
enough for a month 
of automatic thirst 
quenching. Sensors 
can detect how 
much the plant 
needs, and with 
a database of 
8000 plants it 
won’t drown your 
cactus or leave your 
hibiscus gasping. 



With the internet 
pretty much 
powered by pictures 
of puppies and 
kittens it’s a wonder 
anyone would need 
to see more of their 
pets, but if your 
furry babies are 
more important to 
you than any real 
ones, this connected 
camera is nigh-on 
essential. Check on 
them, talk to them 
and even play chase 
with them using 
the built-in laser 
pointer when 
you’re not home. 



DYSON 360 EYE 


Dyson’s new 
robo-vacuum took 
a while to emerge, 
but it’s clever. A 
360“ camera works 
out where it is in a 
room to make sure 
it doesn’t miss a 
spot, while the 
companion app 
gives you more 
control than with 
other autonomous 
dust-munchers. 
Dyson Link (Efree / 
iOS, Android) allows 
you to schedule 
sucking sessions 
and even view a 
map of its progress. 


£750 
dysonSBOeye.i 





Philips’ app- 
controlled, colour- 
changing light bulbs 
now have an extra 
trick up their LEDs 
that mimics some 
of the functionality 
you get from pairing 
them with an 
Ambilight telly. 

An app called Hue 
Camera (£3 / iOS) 
checks your IThing’s 
lens to analyse your 
TV screen and uses 
the hue, saturation, 
luminance and more 
to recreate the 
colours with your 
Hue bulbs. 


Echo might be just what 
you need. 

Imagine Siri got 
evicted from your iPhone 
and took up residence 
in a robotic Pringles tube, 
and you’ve pretty much 
got the Echo. 

It responds to voice 
commands, offering 
a hands-free way to 
check news, weather 
and sport scores; play 
music from your Amazon 
Music account or internet 
radio; set alarms and add 
stuff to your to-do lists; 
or Just look up stuff on 
Wikipedia. Inside are 
seven microphones, so 
Just say ‘Alexa’ to wake 
it up and it’ll hear you 
even if it’s playing music 
at the time. 

There’s also Bluetooth 
on board, so you can 
stream music from your 
phone or tablet, plus 
there’s a 2.5in woofer 
and 2in tweeter inside — 
so it shouldn’t sound like 












JIBO 

$600/jibo.com 
It looks like a cross 
between Eva 
from Wo//-E and a 
Dyson fan, and Jibo 
takes things that 
extra step further 
in the race to be 
your robo-helper. 
It'll recognise you, 
take pictures, offer 
reminders and 
even educate your 
kids - or enslave 
them in its army. 


Wireless charging is 
never going to take off 
unless it’s fully embedded 
into our homes - and 
what’s already in most 
people’s homes? That’s 
right: Ikea furniture. 

This month the world- 
conquering shop will start 
selling lamps, bedside 
tables and separate 
plug-in charging pads 
with wireless power-up 
capabilities built in, so all 
you’ll need to do is plonk 
your phone down in place 
for it to start supping 
away at your mains 
power. It’ll use the Qi 
standard, so there are 
certain gadgets that’ll 
already work with it, 
including the Google 
Nexus 6, LG G3 and 
Samsung S6 Edge. 

The next step will be 
to increase the distance 
between gadget and 
charger: uBeam turns 
electricity into sound 
then transfers it via 
ultrasound, so you can 
keep your phone on you. 













Sous vide might sound 
like the name of that old 


; cameras. Other companies plan to : 
: integrate the tech too. You'll never : 
: have an excuse for forgetting i 
; to buy milk again. i 

: Of course, if all of that sounds : 
i a bit too much, you could always : 
: just invest in one of Heston : 

i Blumenthal's Sage toasters, which : 
i arepoweredby nuclear waste. Not : 
i really, it's Just a nice toaster with ! 
S buttons to quickly check on your : 
: gradually browning slice of bread. ; 
S Because if there's one thing tech : 
I should fix, it's a decent breakfast. : 


I giving guidance; it offers more 
; than 30 food options, based 
T on clever algorithms taking 
; into account food type, desired 
■ ‘doneness' and cookware, 
i Elsewhere, Bosch is baking 
t HomeConnect tech into its 
i: appliances, so your new fridge, 

\ dishwasher, washing machine 
: and dryer are all online. That'll 
: mean you can operate them 
: from afar using an append check 
: the contents of your fridge from 
: the supermarket via its built-in 


f the techiest thing 
in your kitchen is the 
electric bread knife you got from 
the Innovations catalogue in 1998, 
it's time to rethink which gadgets 
grace your galley. 

Appliances are now becoming 
much cleverer, with Jenn-Air's 
smartphone-controlled oven at 
the head of the table. Integration 
isn't half-baked: iOS and Android 
apps will give full control, as well 
as unique features like the Culinary 
Center, an interactive system 


teacher you didn’t pay 



meldhome.com 


You don’t have 
to replace your 
entire cooker to 
get some robo-help 
with your dinner. 
Meld’s two-part 
chef’s assistant 
consists of a 
smart knob (stop 
sniggering) that 
attaches to the 
dashboard of your 
cooker, and a 
sensor that goes in 
the pot. Tell the app 
what you’re cooking 
and it’ll monitor the 
temperature and 
adjust the heat 
as required. 



SMARTER 

COFFEE 

/ 


Trying to get a 
stressed-out 
barista to pay 
attention to your 
highly specific 
coffee order is a 
lot tougher than 
Just telling your 
phone. This 
grinder ’n’ brewer 
is controlled with an 
app that allows you 
to alter the quantity 
and blend from 
your bed. It even 
supports IFTTT, 
so you can have it 
start blending the 
second you start to 
stir in the morning. 



You’ve run out 
of dog food. Again. 
But before you feed 
Rupert another one 
of the kids, consider 
sticking one of 
Amazon’s Dash 
Buttons to the 
kitchen wall. Each 
one is tied to a 
particular product 
- such as washing 
powder — and when 
you’ve nearly run 
out, you press it. 
Your Prime account 
then automatically 
orders and 
dispatches more. 



£tba invoxia.com 


Not everything 
in the kitchen is 
about cooking. 
Invoxia’s Triby isn’t 
a misspelled hat, 
it’s a kind of digital 
post-it note that 
lets you use the 
accompanying app 
to leave written 
messages on its 
2.9in E Ink display, 
use it as a hands- 
free kit or stream 
music from your 
phone; plus it’s 
magnetic, so you 
can stick it to your 
smart fridge and 
make it that little 
bit smarter. 


enough attention to in 
French class, but if you 
had you might know it 
actually means ‘under 
vacuum’. It’s a method 
of cooking that involves 
sealing food in bags and 
cooking it slowly in warm 
water - and Anova’s 
Bluetooth-equipped 
Precision Cooker adds 
a pinch of tech. 

It heats and swirls 
the water around like 
a whirlpool to ensure 
a consistent temperature 
throughout the pot, plus 
it comes with an app 
(obviously) that lists a 
load of recipes to choose 
from, automatically 
setting the time and 
temperature based on 
what you pick. Or if you 
want to go off-menu and 
cook something exotic 
- puffin, for example - 
you can adjust it yourself. 
What comes out should 
be evenly cooked and 
Juicier than the tales from 








AND ANOVA 
THING,., 


Sous vide is 
all about accuracy, 
so the Precision 
Cooker can control 
the temperature right 
down to the nearest 
tenth of a degree. 

The Precision 
Cooker is placed at 
one side of the pot 
and held in place by 
an adjustable clamp, 
so you can use any 
size container. 


You can sous 
vide your way into 
a drunken haze with 
the app’s cocktails, 
including bacon- 
infused bourbon 
and limoncello. 


XYZ 


PRINTING 


3D 


FOOD 


PR NTER 


3D printers normally 
churn out small plastic 
knick-knacks or 
vital cogs for complex 
machinery, but what 
if you could use one to 
turn your kitchen into a 
delicious production line 
that’d make even Willy 
Wonka Jealous? 

XYZPrinting wants you 
to do exactly that with its 
kitchen-counter-friendly 
3D food printer. You fill it 
with dough rather than 
plastic, which is squeezed 
out into oven-ready 
creations, including 
dinosaur-shaped treats 
and pastries. 

Its cloud-based recipe 
book means you don’t 
need to be Mary Berry 
to sculpt them (though 
you will need to do the 
actual baking). Users 
can even submit their 
own creations to XYZ’s 
database - where they 
are vetted, presumably to 
prevent genital-shaped 
biscuits flooding the 
world’s office bake sales. 









of life finally leaving 
thecorpseof 3DTV, it'stimeto : 
prepare your living room for the ; 
next revolution, and 4K has its : 
feet well and truly under the I 

coffee table (the new Ikea one, t 
with the wireless charging panels), i: 
So what other ear and eyeball- \ 
pleasers can we expect to take : 
root in the lounge in the not-too- : 
distant future? : 

Virtual reality might be gaming's : 
next big thing but, for socialising : 


in the living room, things might 
sometimes need to be a little 
more inclusive than disappearing 
inside a helmet on a journey to an 
entirely new world. 

The Immersis (€1800, 
immersisvr.com) is an augmented 
reality projector that projects 
way beyond the limits of your 
TV; it also uses 3D mapping to 
incorporate the surrounding walls. 
And it's not Just for gaming either: 
you can also feed it videos and 
photos to give them the all-walls 


treatment. It's Full HD rather than 
4K, which means there aren't as 
many pixels to play with as we'd 
like, but if your telly's too small 
and you don't have a wall suitable 
for a standard projector, then an 
Immersis could fulfil all your home 
cinema dreams. Unless you have 
£1.8m lying around, in which case 
you can upgrade those dreams 
to include your own IMAX screen, 
complete with dual 4K projectors, 
a proprietary surround sound 
system and 200 pre-loaded films. 







SHARP AQUOS 
BEYOND AK 
ULTRA HD TV 
/ 


Sharp heard you 
like pixels, so it 
put pixels inside 
its pixels so you 
can pixel while you 
pixel. What that 
really means is 
there are 66 million 
sub-pixels beyond 
the standard 
3840x2160 
resolution, 
which boost it 
to something 
approaching 8K. 
And you thought 
finding stuff to 
watch in 4K 
was difficult... 
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Try wearing your 
surround sound 
system and you’ll 
end up with a very 
cumbersome 
hat, so these 
headphones are 
probably a better 
option. They use 
motion sensors 
and head-tracking 
tech to replicate 
surround sound that 
reacts to where you 
look. It currently 
only works with 
iThings, but Android 
and PC support 
is on the way. 



DEVIALET 

PHANTDM 

/ 


Still playing CDs 
on an old hi-fi? 
Get yourself to a 
museum, grandad. 
Devialet’s Phantom 
might look like an 
ancient contraption 
that holds the key 
to eternal life but 
its Wi-Fi streaming 
from phones, PCs 
and Macs, or direct 
from the web, 
hi-res capabilities 
and multiroom 
potential prove 
it’s definitely 
more interested 
in bringing life 
to your ears. 



Chances are there’ll 
never be a disc 
format for 4K, so 
streamers such as 
this one wili be your 
route in. Netflix’s 4K 
shows only work on 
certain TVs for now 
but the Zappiti 
Player’s Android OS 
means it’ll be ready 
when they are. In 
the meantime its 
hard-drive hole 
takes anything up 
to 6TB - plenty of 
space - and it also 
supports Dolby’s 
sound-bouncing 
Atmos audio tech. 




As long as most of us 
have furniture, pets and 
other humans clogging 
up our homes, dodging 
zombies with a VR 
headset on is going 
to be problematic. 

Roto VR puts you on 
a motorised pedestal 
that physically rotates 
you when your character 
does, reducing the risk 
of motion sickness. 

A footpad adds pedals 
to control movement - 
such as acceleration and 
braking in a car, plane or 
spaceship - although 
the Roto VR remains 
in place rather than 
scooting back and forth 
across the carpet like a 
rideable Roomba. A table 
can also be added for a 
steering wheel or other 
input device - perfect 
for EVE: Valkyrie. 

Whatever you’re 
playing (or watching) can 
also take control of the 
plinth’s movement and 
spin you around to face 
whatever ghastly scene 
the director wants you to. 
At least you can have a 












MMONE £tba / mm-company.com 
Got room to swing a Maine Coon? Then you'ii want this part 
gaming peripherai, part theme-park ride: a VR chair that 
works with an Ocuius Rift and rotates in every direction. 


THREE 


SMARTHOME 




ALTERNATIVELY... g 


WE'RE ON THE 
ROTO NOWHERE 

JE^You can remove 
your office chair’s 
wheels and clip it 
into the Roto VR. If 
nothing else, it’s a 
good way of getting 
through that mid- 
afternoon lull without 
resorting to biscuits. 


SIMPLER 
RIVAL TO 
ATMOS 


ro 


_IW0 


MostVR 
headsets still require 
you to be tethered 
to a PC, so isn’t that 
going to cause a 
tangle? Not with Roto 
VR’s special adapter, 
which has a slip ring 
to prevent snarlups. 

It’s also been 
future-proofed with 
Bluetooth, so when 
wireless headsets 
emerge you’ll still be 
able to use them with 
the Roto VR. That also 
means you can use it 
with Samsung’s Gear 
VR straight away. 


If the thought of ripping 
up your home cinema 
system and starting 
all over again for Dolby 
Atmos sounds as 
appealing as a Twilight 
marathon with Nigel 
Farage, there’s soon to 
be another, much less 
drastic way. 

Unlike Atmos, which 
requires some fancy new 
upward-firing speakers 
in your setup to bounce 
sound off the ceiling, 
DTS:X offers similarly 
object-based surround 
sound, but does so using 
your existing speakers. 
Chances are it won’t have 
quite the same sense 
of immersion as Atmos, 
but it’ll require a lot less 
mucking about. 

It also means you 
won’t have to rearrange 
your entire lounge to 
ensure you can laser- 
position the speakers 
in exactly the spots the 
Atmos system dictates. 
According to DTS, its 
remapping engine can 
cope with pretty much 
any placement as long as 
it’s within a hemispherical 
layout, plus it’ll work with 
anything from 5.1 to 11.2 
configurations. Onkyo, 
Denon, Marantzand 
Pioneer are already 
on board, with firmware 
updates to existing amps 
onthe way this year. 
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BEDROOM 

+ BATHROOM® 


ou spend a third of 
your life asleep. If you 
think about it, that's a lot of time 
wasted that could be spent fiddling 
with your phone, so you owe it 
to yourself to make sure there's 
enough tech in your bedroom 
that'll allow you to do plenty of 
phone-fiddling when you wake 
up in the morning. 

Right now the bedroom is 
dominated by tech that tracks 
your slumber, monitoring your 
tossing and turning, and doing 


its best to help you to get a good 
night's sleep. 

What began with simple apps 
that monitored how well you 
slept using your phone's built-in 
sensors, such as Sleep Cycle for 
iOS and SleepBot for Android, 
has developed into far more 
sophisticated standalone gadgets. 
Wearables such as Jawbone's 
Up and Misfit's Shine took it to 
the next level, but if you prefer 
to spend your nights ounoturel 
there are now gadgets that don't 


need to cling to your body to know 
what's happening. 

Withings' Aura is a bedside 
lamp that connects to a sensor 
positioned under the mattress, 
feeding back info on your sleep 
patterns and activating special 
lighting patterns to help you 
wake up naturally, rather than 
as if you've just had a gorilla slide 
into bed next to you. It also works 
with Nest, so it'll tell your heating 
when you've gone to bed and it's 
time for everyone to chill out. 


£300 amazon.com 


There are few things 
creepier than the thought 
of someone watching 
you whiie you sleep, 



from $250 
lunasleep.com ^ 


Yes, it’s another 
sleep tracker, 
but Luna’s clever 
mattress cover 
does so much more. 
It’s split into two 
zones, so it’ll track 
two people at once 
and provide two 
sets of stats, plus 
you can warm 
both sides of the 
bed to different 
temperatures 
and preheat it from 
your phone, like 
the world’s most 
comfortable oven. 


SONY 

SYMPHONIC 

LIGHT 

/ 


Convergence 
has slowed down 
somewhat since 
the smartphone 
became the 
21st-century Swiss 
Army knife, but 
Sony has combined 
a speaker with a 
lamp and kicked the 
whole thing off 
again. The sound is 
pushed through the 
glass so when it’s 
not playing tunes 
it looks like any 
normal lamp. What 
next, a sofa that’s 
also a blender? 





Ever since members 
of the Tang Dynasty 
attached pig 
bristles to a stick 
in the 7th century, 
the toothbrush 
hasn’t really 
changed all that 
much — until now. 
Kollbree’s clever 
peg-shiner 
connects to 
your phone over 
Bluetooth and 
sends info on how 
you’re brushing to 
its app, which also 
includes games 
to encourage kids 
to keep their 
teeth clean. 



WITHINGS 
SMART BODY 
ANALYZER 
/ 

As its name 
suggests, the 
Smart Body 
Analyzer does way 
more than just tell 
you you’ve eaten 
too many Jaffa 
Cakes. As well as 
your weight, it’ll 
measure your 
heart rate through 
your feet, work out 
your body fat and 
BMI, and even 
monitor the quality 
of the air, before 
feeding everything 
back to its Android 
or iOS app. 


but that’s exactly how 
ResMed’s S+ works. 

It sits by your bed and 
observes your slumber 
without any contact 
whatsoever, using 
sonar-type tech to 
work out when your 
body moves, picking up 
everything from rolling 
over to the expansion 
of your chest as your 
breathe in and out. 

It’s like living with a 
medically trained, highly 
conscientious bat. 

The S+ also has 
sensors to monitor light, 
noise and temperature 
in the room, which it 
combines with your 
movement data to 
produce a personalised 
sleep report that you can 
view on your phone with 
the S+ app (Efree / iOS, 
Android). The app will 
then use that info to offer 
you tips on how to kip 
better - ones that don’t 
include your usual series 









SMARTHOME 


BASIS PEAK £170 / mybasis.com 
It's not our favourite fitness watch, but the Basis Peak 
has more developed sleep-tracking skills, using your heart 
rate and its accelerometer to monitor your snoozage. 


KIDS' ROOM 


ALTERNATIVELY. 


THE ULTIMATE 
NIGHT LIGHT 


SLEEP NUMBER 
SLEEPIQ KIDS 

from $1000 / 
sl66pnumber.com 
Complete with a monster 
detector, the SleeplQ Kids 
monitors how they sleep, 
and pings your phone 
when they wake up, just 
in case they don’t tell you. 


IHJigihe S+ also 
functions as a smart 
alarm clock that’ll 
use your sleep 
pattern to wake 
you up when you’re 
not in deep sleep. 


o help you on 
your Journey to the 
landof nod,theS+ 
canplay soundsto 
sync your breathing 
with, helping you 
relax and making 
it easier to drift off. 


HUGONE 

€180 / seven-hugs.com 
If you’d rather not replace 
the whole bed, HugOne’s 
multiple sensors take 
care of sleep-tracking for 
the whole family. Place 
one on each bed and they 
all feed back to the hub, 
recording temperature 
and humidity info too. 


■Iilpgg It even has a 
Mind Clear function, 
which thankfully isn’t 
anEMPbrainwipe 
but a voice recorder 
that allows you to 
get anything that’s 
bothering you off 
your chest before 
snuggling down. 


DROPLET 

from $19 / dropletlife.com 
A bit like Amazon’s Dash 
Buttons (but nothing to 
do with the Droplet over 
the page), these are 
designed to be attached 
to things you forget about, 
such as pills, inhalers or 
the kids’ toothbrushes. 










When you live in a 
country that’s known 


f your Wi-Fi struggies 
to reach further than 
the waiis of your house then you 
might think the garden, garage and 
shed wouid be a tech-free zone, 
but that doesn't mean green- 
fingered gadget fans shouid 
board their ride-on iawnmowers 
and disappear into the sunset 
(mainiy because there are pienty 
of robots that'ii do that job for 
you now). The garden is a prime 
spot for tech because it's exactiy 
the kind of piace that's crying out 


for some sort of automation - it 
doesn't require constant attention, 
but if ieft aione can quickiy get 
out of hand. 

Take Edyn, for exampie, 
which works a bit iike a fitness 
band for your garden. With the 
soiar-powered sensor stuck in 
the soii it monitors iight, humidity, 
temperature, soii nutrition and 
moisture, and goes aii Aian 
Titchmarsh on the accompanying 
app to recommend what kind 
of piants are most suited to your 


garden, or when the ones you 
aiready have need some TLC. 

Once you've pianted them you 
can take it to the next ievei with 
the Edyn Water Vaive, which, on 
instruction from the app, can be 
used to controi when your garden 
gets watered; pius there's a whoie 
dashboard of facts and figures 
about the state of your soii. 

But it's not Just the fiower 
beds that can benefit here. Here's 
our pick of the iatest garden and 
: garage tech... 


GARAGE + GARDEN 


around the world for being 



$130 grillbots.com 


After a hard day 
mining delicious 
sausages at the 
culinary coalface 
that is your 
barbecue, the last 
thing you want to 
do is clean the thing. 
But Grillbot does. It 
skitters across the 
cooking surface for 
up to 30 minutes, 
using three rotating, 
motor-driven wire 
brushes to scrub 
it clean. It even 
works if it’s still hot. 

Well, why should 
the carpets have all 
the robo-cleaning 
fun anyway? 



If faithful Fido feels 
a bit Dog 1.0 when 
it comes to home 
security, don’t 
worry: soon you’ll 
be able to have your 
own guard drone 
to protect your 
property from 
flying snoopers. The 
Rapere can detect 
an unidentified 
airborne intruder, 
hover above it and 
drop a tangle line 
into its props, 
perhaps for 
Fido to retrieve 
when it hits the 
ground. There’s life 
in the old dog yet. 




LG TWIN WASH 
/ 


It’s hard to get 
excited about a 
washing machine, 
but with its hidden 
second drum you 
can at ieast pretend 
LG’s Twin Wash 
system is hiding 
top-secret materiai. 
In reality it’s more 
likely to contain 
nothing more than 
your dirty pants, but 
with buiit-in Wi-Fi 
aiiowing you to 
check its progress 
mid-wash and 
notify you when 
it’s done, you might 
not want to hide 
this one away. 



picobrew.com 


You’ve grown your 
own veg, baked 
your own bread and 
miiked the odd iiama 
but the holy grail 
remains: brewing 
your own beer. 
Uniike the chemistry 
set that’s usuaiiy 
required, PicoBrew’s 
internet-enabied 
Zymatic system 
automatically adds 
the ingredients 
based on the recipe 
you’ve chosen and 
brews it up in about 
four hours, then 
starts fermenting. 


soggier than a beaver’s 
breakfast, there might 
not be huge demand for 
a plant-watering robot, 
but Droplet’s so smart 
you’ll be tempted to buy 
one even if you’re haifway 
up a high-rise. 

Piug it into your hose, 
teii the app where your 
piants are (and what 
type) and the Droplet 
will take it from there, 
firing jets of water out 
to each one that’s within 
its 30-foot range. Its 
onboard Wi-Fi taps 
into online weather 
info so it knows when 
to water. And it’s not 
Just about convenience: 
because it’s so much 
more accurate than a 
normai sprinkler it uses 
up to 90% less water, 
plus it can show you data 
on exactiy how much 
water went where, which 
will give you something 
exciting to discuss next 
time you bump into Keith 
from next door. 








SMARTHOME 


GREENIQ $250 / greeniq.co 

As well as watering your garden based on weather-station 
Info, GreenIQ's Snnart Garden Hub can also take control of 
any outdoor lights. IFTTT support Is conning too. 


TESLA 

HOME 

BAHERY 


ALTERNATIVELY. 


The Droplet is 
capable of delivering 
up to four gallons 
of water in a minute, 
which should be 
enough to stop even 
a triff id getting thirsty. 


Not content with planning 
to conquer outer space 
and get us all driving more 
penguin-friendly motors, 
real-life Tony Stark and 
Tesla boss Elon Musk also 
wants to change the way 
we power our homes. 
Using the battery-based 
knowhow that informs 
Tesla’s electric cars, the 
company has come up 
with a power pack that, 
when fully charged, 
contains enough juice 
to keep a house running 
for a week - and it could 
go on sale by the end of 
the year. 

Tesla wouldn’t be the 
first, though. Toyota’s 
hydrogen-powered Mirai 
has a removable fuel cell 
that can be used in the 
home, as can the Nissan 
Leaf’s, though it’s meant 
as an alternative power 
source in the event of an 
emergency. One thing’s 
for sure, though: your 
Tesla-powered house 
won’t win in a drag race 
against a Models. 


It’s notjust 
different types of 
plant that Droplet 
knows - it can also 
alter its behaviour 
based on what type 
of soil it lives in. 


You’d have 
to get pretty lucky 
for next door’s cat 
to be in the way when 
the Droplet starts 
squirting, but perhaps 
that’s something 
to look forward to 
in Droplet 2.0. 









Why communication is 
the key to the robo-home 


n 

etween the start of 

this feature and the 
page you're reading now, there's ; 

beenaiotof very capabie gadgets i 

thataiiowyoutotakecontroiof ! 

your home in ways never before t 
possibie, but they aiso have one I 
thing in common: they don't reaiiy I 
work that weii together. Whiie : 

we've obviousiy come a iong way l 
from the eiectric bread knife and i 
other wonders of the innovations : 
cataiogue, much of the home tech i 
avaiiabie at the moment exists : 

ina woridof itsown, unabieto : 

communicate much further than i 

to an accompanying app on the i 

phone in your pocket. i 

But there are some signs of a i 

change. Nest ( 1 ), now owned by f 


Googie, has opened up its APi 
to aiiow other tech, such as Phiiips 
Hue iightbuibs and August's and 
Kevo's ( 2 ) respective smart 
iocks, to taik to its thermostat 
and smoke aiarm so they know 
when you're not there and 
react accordingiy; whiie Appie's 
forthcoming HomeKit ( 3 ) 
piatform is compatibie with 
Honeyweii thermostats, Withings' 
connected-home products ( ^ ) 
and many more to come. 

HomeKit was announced at 
iast year's WWDC, Appie's big 
deveioper shindig, and chances 
are this year's event wiii deiiver 
more info on exactiy how far its 
tentacies wiii stretch, how it'ii work 
with Siri and your Appie Watch, 


and when it wiii be avaiiabie. 
Having had a year to work on 
apps and compatibie products, 
the hope is we'ii see some 
Appie-f iavoured home tech 
in the next month or so. 

THE HOME STRAIGHT 

But Appie is hardiy renowned for 
piaying niceiy with others, and 
that means Nest won't be on 
the iist. Some products wiii 
work with both piatforms but 
the probiem is the systems 
themseives won't work together. 
What's deveioping appears to be 
a dassic tech format war between 
the two piatforms, and the oniy 
peopie who benefit from those 
are the winner's accountants. 
There are other competitors too: 
the AiiSeen Aiiiance has over 140 
backers for its AiiJoyn system, 
inciuding Quaicomm, LG and 
Sony, and the Open interconnect 
Consortium is backed by intei 
and Samsung. 

What we're ieft with is (at ieast) 
four different systems vying to 
become the universai standard for 
connected home kit, each with its 
own manufacturers attached - 
aibeit with some crossover. Untii 
the whoie home is speaking the 
same ianguage we'ii never be abie 
to make the next step towards 
genuine automation, and gadget 
fans iike you and me won't be abie 
to take advantage without fear of 
backing the wrong horse. 

if a house reaiiy is a machine 
for iiving in, the engine's coughing 
and spiuttering because nobody's 
quite sure what to fuei it with... but 
after a bit of tuning we couid soon 
have it purring sweetiy. 



LYRIC 


$TREAMIMG 

AUDK> 

SYSTEM 



EXPERIENCE THE 
SOUNDTRACK 
■ OF YOUR LIFE 





Lyric is the complete audio solution developed by multi-award winning Cyrus. 
For further details and to see what the reviewers say visit www.cyruslyric.com 


SSEDITEST APRS 



Continent ConverRoncc 


App:roved 


FOR 

RAIN-0- 

PHOBES 


• Earth Primer 

This interactive science book iets 
you create voicanoes with your 
fingers. If that doesn’t interest 
you, you’re probabiy dead inside. 
But if you’re aiready on the App 
Store you’ii enjoy this titie, which 
biasts through various facets of 
our pianet before ieaving you in 
the Sandbox: this f inai section 
is a f ree-form mini-Popu/ous, 
where you buiid mountains, bake 
the ground, raise sea ieveis and 
biow gaies. Perfect for kids of 
aii ages (particuiariy those in 
their 20s, 30s and beyond). 


• Snapseed 

The Googie-owned image editor 
returns with a major overhaui, 
boasting Materiai Design that 
iooks smart on Android if a bit 
weird on iOS. Snapseed retains 
its usabiiity, though, and it’s 
easy to add f iiters and make basic 
adjustments to photos. This 
update greatiy increases the app’s 
power through non-destructive 
effects — at any point you can 
deive into your edit ‘stack’ and 
tweak or deiete a step. Given 
the absence of a price tag, there’s 
no reason not to give it a try. 


# Implosion: 

Never Lose Hope 

Implosion deveioper Rayark 
aims to bring AAA consoie 
gaming to mobiie. It’s a lofty 
goal, but this is certainiy a fab- 
iooking siice-and-dice action 
titie with seriousiy impressive 
production vaiues. The audio 
and controis are great and the 
visuais shine on smaiier dispiays 
(aithough they’re a touch biurry 
on iPad). It’s tough, premium and 
lasts well over a dozen hours: it 
won’t repiace your PiayStation 
but the gap is dosing. 


• Carrot Weather 


Stuff says ★★★★★ 

£f ree / Android, iOS 


Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

£7.99 / iOS, Android 


Mount Doom 

twqomth. Mftrdfi 


ot simply check the 
ftynli^ordor- 
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Flame Orange? Relish Red? Autumn Amber? Whatever your colour, since l965Autoglym has been 
enhancing the paintwork of cars and allowing all colours to radiate through. 


Scientifically proven to reveal the full spectrum of light for your eyes to enjoy. Only Autoglym delivers superior 
colour refraction. There will never be a dull moment in your life. CelebrateTrue Colours with Autoglym. 


To receive a complimentary bottle of our new Bodywork Shampoo on orders over £25 enter code 
‘MHBWS’ at checkout. 


www.autoglym.com 




[ Words Tom Parsons ] 


FIRST TEST APPLE MACBOOK 12in 




Meet the 
future of 
the laptop 

Apple melds the portability of a MacBook Air with 
the screen of a MacBook Pro... there might be some 
compromises, but you’re still going to want one 


from £1050 / apple.com 


It may not be ready to replace the 
Pro or Air versions just yet, but 
the design of the MacBook 12ln 
makes everything else look plain 
old. It packs In a beautiful Retina 
display despite being smaller than 
the already tiny llln Air, and at 
920g It's even lighter. 

It uses one of Intel's new Core 
M processors and, as a result. Isn't 
quite as powerful as an Air or Pro, 
but unless you're doing some 
serious processor-straining you 
won't notice. It has a nine-hour 
battery life and can even handle 
recent games If you tweak the 
graphics settings. 

Is this the perfect laptop? 

No, there's certainly room for 
improvement. Aside from the 
headphone socket there's Just 
one connector: it's a new USB-C 
port, and it doubles as the power 
socket. Want to plug in a mouse? 
You'll need an adapter. Ditto for 
an external display. 

The keyboard is shallower too; 
it's crisp as a frosty morning but 
takes some getting used to. Can 
you live with these little niggles? 
Yes, of course you can. 


1 Sounds bigger than it looks 

The MacBook 12in has amazing 
new speakers, with a grille that 
sits Just above the keyboard. 
This laptop may be tiny but 
it sounds bigger than even 
the chunkier Pro versions. 

Your tunes sound like they're 
expanding out way beyond the 
laptop's sides. Impressive stuff. 



& 


2 Telly-topping Retina 

A 12in screen of 2304x1440 
pixels is sharp enough to earn 
Apple's Retina display badge. 
This is one seriously nice 
screen. Almost every aspect 
is top-notch: colour, contrast 
and top brightness. There's 
a good chance it's even more 
pixel-packed than your TV. 



3 Futurif ic trackpad 

The keyboard and trackpad both 
have a new-for-2015 design. 
This is the only MacBook to get 
the ultra-crisp slimline keyboard, 
while the trackpad is pressure- 
sensitive. Press harder and you 
get a secondary deep 'click' that 
unlocks new features in apps. 

It's a true next-gen trackpad. 



48 hours with the 
MacBook 12in ■ 


Smins lOmlns 12mins 15mins 3hrs 5hrs 9hrs 10hrs 22hrs 
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4 Lost connection 

So how do you deal with a 
laptop with no connections? 
It's not straightforward, but 
you can get a USB-C to USB 
adapter for £15. This'll let you 
plug in a mouse, a USB card 
reader, whatever you like. Get 
a USB hub involved and you'll 
be completely sorted. 


5 It matches my phone 

Unlike previous MacBooks, the 
MacBook 12in comes in three 
colours, not just 'naked' silvery 
aluminium. You get no points 
for guessing the inspiration 
of the grey and gold versions 
you now have to agonise over 
- these are exactly the same 
colour options as the iPhone 6. 



24hrs 26hrs 28hrs 29hrs 44hrs 47hrs 


Tech specs 


Screen 12in IPS LCD, 2304x1440 
CPU Intel Core M 1.1GHz GPU Intel HD 5300 
OS Mac OS X Storage 256GB or 512GB SSD 
RAM 8GB Connectivity Wi-Fi 802.11ac, USB-C 

Dimensions 280x196x13mm Weight 920g 



Going deeper underground 


Don’t let its clean, smooth looks deceive you... 
there’s a lot more going on beneath the surface 


] Butterfly buttons 


Under those keyboard 
keys is a new mechanism. 
Rather than a scissor, 
it's butterfiy-shaped so 
that the keys don’t wiggle. 
They may be shallow but 
they're some of the most 
secure laptop keys ever. 


Battery-packed , 


Open up a MacBook and 
you’ll see it's a technical 
marvel. The logic board 
is absolutely tiny, ietting 
Appie fill the casing almost 
entirely with battery. It's 
stacked up in thin layers 
letting it fill every nook. 


Feel the Force 


USB Power 


Meet USB-C. This is 
the future of USB. It 
can take up to 100W of 
power, letting it double 
as the power socket. 

Most importantly, though, 
you can insert it either 
way round. Finally. 


Beneath the glass Force 
Touch trackpad are both 
pressure sensors and a 
Taptic engine that provides 
the clicks that feel Just like 
physical ones. The days 
of old fashioned hinge-y 
trackpads are over. 


This is a fantastic uitraportabie 
iaptop. I’d love a little more keyboard 
travel, and one USB port or SD card 
slot would be great, but I’m prepared 
to live without them for everything 
eise the MacBook does so weii. If you don’t 
feel the same, go Pro and be happy. Make no 
mistake - this is the iaptop you buy out of 
want, rather than need. (^TomParsons 



STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 

It’s contentious and wants you to 
change, but this MacBook heralds 
a bold and bright future for laptops 


S 61 










STUFF PROMOTION 




hTC fives tournament 

IT’S PLAYTIME 

Beautifully designed with an ear for rich sound and an eye for stunning 
photos, the new HTC One M9 helps you capture every bit of the action 


® ouVe just led your team to victory 
and you feel like Bobby Moore 
holding the World Cup. All you need 
is to capture the moment in all its glory. 

And an HTC Fives tournament was the 
perfect opportunity to put the HTC One M9's 
picture power to the test. 

This sleek, innovative phone is the official 
smartphone of the UEFA Champions League 
- but you don't have to be a superstar to look 
good through its lens. The M9 lets you remember 
all the goals, the bicycle-kicks and the in-off-the- 
crossbar triumphs (plus the muddy faceplants) 
in ultra-natural detail with its 20MP main camera 
- while HTC's unique UltraPixel tech in the 


wide-angle front camera lets you take low-light 
touchline selfies without losing detail... and 
without using a daft selfie stick. 

Of course, football is all about action - perfect 
for the M9's 4K video abilities. You can even 
shoot 1080p Full HD from the front camera. 

And when it comes to editing pics, you're 
covered - 20MP is big enough to crop in on 
the bits that matter, while a full squad of editing 
tools lets you apply effects in one press. 

On top of all this, the M9 is super intuitive 
and customisable - your home screen surfaces 
the apps you use most, and HTC Themes lets 
you change the look of your whole phone, right 
down to colours, fonts and app icon shapes. 


19 MINUTES 

BEAUTY IN DESIGN 

Dual-tone all-metal body and 
mirror-polished sides, all crafted 
from a single aluminium block. The 
HTC One M9 Isn't just breathtaking to 
look at; It's crafted to the contours of 
your hand. Let your friends stare. 
Don't worry - you'll get used to It. 


37 MINUTES 

EDITOR'S CHOICE 

So, you've captured that perfect shot 
of your friend's /Wocore/io- 1 ns pi red 
goal-celebration. Make It even 
perfecter by running It through 
the M9's editing tools, which 
Include Shape, Prismatic and 
Double Exposure effects. 




GET PERSONAL 


Create a cinematic experience with 
HTC BoomSound™. The front-facing 
stereo speakers serve up Dolby 
Audio™ surround as it was meant to 
be heard, and with BoomSound™ 
Connect you can play different tracks 
on speakers around your home. 


Express yourself with the phone's 
huge range of personalisation 
options. The Sense Home Widget 
detects your location and 
recommends helpful apps and info, 
while Themes matches wallpaper, 
colours and icons to your photos. 




Precision. 

Perfection 


Just as we build our own engmes From the ground up, our Swiss nTsnufaotuf&d saw 
chsins are precision engineered using our own macbmery, developed and built iivhouse. 
Each cutter tooth is eiectrolytically chromium- plated to increase wear resistance and 
our inductiveJy harder^ed rivets create a super strong collar. This attention to detail is 
just one of the reasons why we're the world's number one chainsaw brand. 


We share your passion. 


For moro information on 
Otjr powor tOOl& vh$it 


www.stihl.co.uk 



STIHL 




[ Words Lindsey Baker, lindseybaker.co.uk Photography Matt Beedie ] 


FASHION C 





1 Thom Browne Tortoiseshell Acetate Aviators 

£430 / mrporter.com 

2 Cheap Monday Marble Circle 

£25 / urbanoutfitters.com 


3 River Island Brown Wood Effect Retro 

£16 / riverisland.com 


4 Jeepers Peepers Adam Blue Revo 

£24 / jeeperspeepers.co.uk 





ft 





FASHION MM 





•••• FASHION 





Q River Island Black 
Half Frame Retro 


[ £12 ~ i verisl^d.com 


S Established Aldo 
Black Cable 


£120 establishedstore.com 


Quay Midnight Runner, 


£25 quayaustralia.com 





irs 689 colories burned this morning 
with 4,300 songs ot my control. 

5 perfect group selfies of the party 
with 25 Focebook notifications the next day 


ALCATEL 

one touch 


C DfitonloAd on iht 

I AppStore 


Currys Q PC World 


Dixons 


httpc/Wmw.fiKeboolcMljA^^ 

H hi|pK//Mef.CDni/AlCATELlTOUCHUK 








[ Words Andrew Hayward Photography Matt Beedle ] 


SUPERTEST ANDROID PHONES 


Top of 
the ’hots 


If you're upgrading this year and 
you're not wedded to your iPhone, 
you need to read this: we've tested 
the best Android phones in the 
world and picked a winner 


H ere it is, then: the best 

phone in the world. Ali the 
big manufacturers have set 
out their wares for 2015, and 
one of these four is set to emerge as 
the new champion. 

So if you have a contract to renew, or 
just £500 sizzling a hole in your pocket 
and a thirst for new gadgetry, these are 
the names to consider. 

Smartphones are still improving 
each year, and in all the right ways, 
Gimmickry has been cast aside for 
power, upscale design, superb cameras, 
and even the occasional bit of leather 
for those who like things a little more, 
er, leathery, And while there's still a lot 
of support for Apple's wonderphone in 
the Stuff office, it's in the Anroid arena 
that the real competition takes place, 
where new and occasionally crazy 
technology becomes real, and where, 
ultimately, you'll find the world's most 
advanced device. We've spent weeks 
obsessing over these superphones, 
and this is what we found out. 


1 HTC One M9 

Could the M9 be your 
best M8? With a hugely 
improved camera, 
overhauled software 
and a nicely updated 
design... M-aybe. 


2 Samsung Galaxy S6 

Plastic has been traded 
in for metal and more 
glass than a double- 
glazing salesman’s 
garage. It’s the classiest 
Samsung to date. 



3LGG4 

a '(irr 

U'Jj 

4 

Leather or plastic? LG’s 

. 

The outside bet -slim 

offering an interesting 

y 

II 

as a budgie’s wrist and 

choice of finishes this 

clad in light aluminium. 

year, plus an even 


theP8 is a premium 

better camera than 


superphone that costs 

the laser-eyed G3. 

.4 

less than the others. 















SUPERTEST ANDROID PHONES 


Thinner than an iPhone 6, 
and a great deai cheaper 




HUAWEI P8 £400 


The Huawei P8 may not have 
the design personality or some 
of the final little finishing touches 
of the best from Samsung and 
Apple, but this is one fine-looking 
phone. What's more, it's a fine- 
looking phone that costs £100 
less than the Galaxy S6. 

This Huawei is a supremely 
thin (6.4mm) aluminium Android 
with 4G, microSD and an insanely 


pocketable frame. For bragging 
rights there's no fingerprint 
scanner or other such extras, 
but it will still impress onlookers 
as only a top-end phone can. 

Anything to complain about? 
The software is quirk-central, 
as we've learned to expect 
from Huawei, and you'll want 
to customise it. The 'Emotion' 

Ul embraces the wonky and 


weird, which you'll find either 
charming or confusing. 

Parts of the P8's octa-core 
brain haven't been quite as 
well optimised as some of its 
competitors. In regular use it 
lasts a respectable 1.5 days, 
but in our video test we only 
squeezed seven hours out 
of the thing; the Galaxy S6 
managed 14 hours. At other 


times, though, it outperforms 
the rest. 

So, it's not great for movies 
on transatlantic flights. For the 
odd bit of Netflix, however, the 
battery will hold up and the solid 
5.2in 1080p screen will more than 
do the trick. The P8 doesn't quite 
get the level of perfection you'll 
find elsewhere, but it does save 
you a bundle of cash. 


SCREEN 

Full HD: Just enough 

This year some phone-makers 
decided they didn't need QHD 
resolution. Huawei was one 
of them. The P8 has a 5.2in 
Full HD screen; you get good 
colour, contrast and sharpness, 
but some of the other phones 
here are even stronger. 


DESIGN 

Metal chocolate bar 

Gold, silver, black? There's 
a choice of P8s, and each 
version is carved out of cool, 
hard aluminium. This phone 
feels pretty good, but as with 
any hard-edged rectangular 
design, it feels a bit more 
severe than the others. So, 
do you want slim or smooth? 

There are big bonus points 
for the microSD slot, and that 
slim frame is impressively two- 
dimensional. Still, the design is 
derivative, there's no fingerprint 
scanner and no universal 
remote IP blaster. It does put 
the power button within easy 
reach of your thumb, though. 


CAMERA 

Good hit rate 

The P8 has a 13MP sensor 
with optical image stabilisation 
(OIS), which gives it good low- 
light skills. It's a reliable point- 
and-shoot that makes it easy 
to get good pictures, although 
colours in the finished images 
can be quite unruly. 


OS AND APRS 

Mixed emotions 

Heard of Emotion Ul? It's how 
Huawei puts its stamp on 
Android - version 5.0 (Lollipop) 
in this case. It's a bit odd, 
dumping the secondary apps 
screen in favour of iPhone- 
esque home screens, and 
adopting a strange colour 
scheme. You can customise 
it; you'll probably want to. 

The supplied lock screen, 
wallpaper and so on made us 
wince, but fortunately the P8's 
themes make facelifts a cinch, 
and there are several decent 
themes pre-installed. So why 
did Huawei plaster it with such 
a dodgy default one? 


72 $ 





An 8MP selfie camera will 
render all your craggy bits in 
exquisite detail, although 
there’s also a face- 
smoothing mode to save 
you any embarrassment. 


This is the slimmest phone 
on test, at 6.4mm. Good for 
show-offs, especially as it’s 
made of aluminium. A silicone 
case will make it thicker, but 
also help avoid dents. 



SUPERTEST ANDROID PHONES 


The successor to last 
year’s finest Android 




• LG G4 £500 ★★★★★ 


CAMERA 

Sharper than cut glass 

In the brutal game of Tech Top 
Trumps, the LG G4 just beats 
the Galaxy S6 with a 16MP 
sensor and f/1.8 lens, which 
give it slightly better low-light 
skills. In real life, though, we 
found the G4's camera Just 
a little bit slower. 
•••••••••• 


SCREEN 

Quantum LCD 

The LG G4 has an LCD screen 
that offers searing QHD 
resolution and uses Quantum 
Display tech to supercharge 
the colours and contrast. It 
pops like crazy. One criticism: 
the reds pop a touch too much 
for our taste. 


OS AND APRS 

Sub-optimal Optimus? 

Just as every Android Ul under 
the sun is going smoother and 
more organic-feeling, the G4's 
Optimus Ul sticks with what it 
knows. It's all sharp angles, and 
has a couple of interface bits 
that aren't necessary. 

It could be prettier, but it's 
super snappy and lets you 
banish any bits of bloat you 
don't want to see. There are 
some extra apps you may 
want to nix, but some are 
useful, such as the universal 
remote app that lets the G4 
control your TV. 

Overall it's nice, but with 
a bit of fiddling it can be better. 
•••••••••• 


DESIGN 

Under the leather 

After the plasticky-feeling G3, 
LG has decided to offer a G4 
that is, like our favourite turtle, 
a leatherback. Even the plastic 
version is injected with ceramic 
for a slightly snazzier feel. Get 
down to its core, though, and 
not much has changed. 

The G4 still uses a wafer- 
thin backplatethat doesn't 
feel as solid as unibody metal 
or glass. At least you can 
replace the battery easily and 
use a microSD slot, though. 

As usual for LG, the power and 
volume buttons sit on the back 
rather than the sides. It feels 
weird at first, but it works. 
•••••••••• 


With so many Androids out 
there, how do you stand out? 

The answer, according to LG, is 
to make your nice new phone iook 
iike a nice new waiiet. Yes, we re 
talking real leather, and in a muted 
rainbow of colours to go with any 
handbag. For a bit less cash, there's 
also a plastic version. 

Aside from its cow-flavoured 
coat, the LG G4 has rear buttons 


instead of side ones, and a 
5. Sin screen that's a bit more 
cinema-grade than the other 
phones here. Great for gamers, 
great for Netflixfans. 

As a result of enjoying this 
screen, though, we've found 
the battery life to be a bit ropey. 
You don't have to try hard to drain 
it in a day. And for all the bodywork 
flashiness, it doesn't feel quite as 


classy or expensive as the 
Samsung or HTC rivals, especially 
if you have the plastic version. 

So, who should buy the G4? 
The larger screen counts for a 
lot, and while the interface isn't 
starlet-pretty, it doesn't pull 
any silly moves like the Huawei. 
Another major plus point - 
especially for anyone with a big 
music library - is that LG has 


decided not to chop out the 
microSD card slot. 

Aside from its tendency to 
run out of juice pretty quickly, 
we've had a good time with the 
LG G4. The camera is great, doing 
battle with the Galaxy S6 for the 
title of best phone camera this 
year. A decent sensor and a 
super-fast lens combine to 
work wonders every time. 
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To make the leather 
back, LG thins out a piece 
of reai ieather then giues 
it secureiy onto a skinny 
piece of piastic to keep it 
nice and firm. 


jusiMKeiasi year, me 
G4 uses iightiy contoured 
voiume and power buttons 
on the back that can aiso 
be used to quick-start 
the camera. 
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The super-premium 
new face or Samsung 


Now it’s getting serious. After a 
few years of plastic phones, the 
Galaxy S6 is metal and glass 
all round. It doesn't come cheap, 
but this is one of the best -feeling 
phones we've ever used - it's 
pleasantly smooth, despite being 
a dead skinny 6.8mm thick. There 
are sacrifices - the S6 loses the 
water resistance and microSD slot 
of its predecessor- but this is a 


design to set any gadget geek's 
heart a-pounding. 

Samsung has taken the Apple 
route this year, offering several 
S6 versions with up to 128GB 
of storage, and charging eye- 
watering prices for the more 
spacious ones. 

With a frankly amazing screen 
that crams in 577 pixels per inch, 
a fantastic camera and improved 


speakers, this is the sort of phone 
we've been hoping Samsung 
would make for years. It marries 
all the bits they have always been 
good at, and packages them in 
a design worthy of its specs. 

One real surprise is the 
fingerprint scanner. It divided 
buyers in the Galaxy S5, but this 
new version is an absolute treat. 

It works perfectly, and sits right 


where you want it under the 
Home button. Want to go to the 
next level? Check out the very 
pricey but also very futuristic S6 
Edge, which adds a curved glass 
front that displays notifications 
at the edges. It's a phone of the 
future and no mistake. 

Still, for the average buyer 
the vanilla S6 is still royalty, even 
without the microSD. 


• SAMSUNG GALAXY S6 FROM £530 ★★★★★ 




You don’t have to swipe 
your finger across the 
scanner - you just rest it 
there, which makes it far 
easier to use than last 
year’s one. Thumbs up! 


There’s a sensor on the 
back that reads not only 
your heart rate but also 
blood oxygen saturation 
and the UV level around 
you. Pretty smart. 


DESIGN 

Gorilla class 

Finally, an expensive 
Samsung phone that feels 
like it. With Gorilla Glass 4 
on the back and front, and 
aluminium on the sides, 
this phone feels amazing. 

It looks far better than the 
S5 too, although granted 
the camera sticks out a bit. 
••••••••• 



CAMERA 

Smart shooter 

This 16MP camera is 
fantastic. It's fast, it's sharp 
and low-light performance 
is way better than last 
year. As usual the HDR 
mode performs minor 
miracles, making this 
the best phone camera 
we've used so far. 


OS AND APRS 

AbitofaWiz 

Not everyone loves 
Samsung's Touch Wiz Ul, 
but it's actually one of the 
simpler and cleaner takes 
on Android. This year there 
are themes that let you 
fiddle with its looks, but 
at time of printing, no 
particularly nice ones. 
•••••••• 


SCREEN 

OLED + QHD = WIN 

The best phone screen 
we've ever seen. An 
OLED, QHD-res display 
gets you incredible 
contrast and sharpness. 
At 'just' 5.1in it's pretty 
restrained in size, but 
then the Note 4 is there 
for big-screen thrills. 
•••••••••• 
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The evolution of a 
modern design classic 


Feeling a bit of deja vu? The HTC 
One M9 looks quite a lot like last 
year’s One M8. All that lovely 
textured aluminium Is back, 
making this perhaps the 
smoothest, fanciest -feeling 
Android phone of the year. It's 
a stunner. 

This year It has a two-tone 
style, and comes In silver, grey or 
gold. HTC hasn't gone overboard 


with the gold one either - no 
bling nightmares. 

One other bit HTC hasn't 
messed with too much Is the 
speakers: the same pair of 
BoomSound front units we loved 
last year. Now there's a Dolby 
mode too, to squeeze a slightly 
larger sound out of them. 

So what's changed? The 
camera Is totally different. Rather 


than a 4MP UltraPIxel main 
sensor, the M9 has a 20MP 
one. That means much bigger 
Images, but also worse low-light 
skills. (The UltraPIxel camera has 
moved to the front to take over 
night-time selfle duty.) 

Despite having more 
megapixels than any other 
on test, though, HTC's Is not one 
of the top cameras. It struggles 


with reliability, often getting its 
settings a bit wrong. 

Next to the LG G4 and Samsung 
Galaxy S6 you don't quite get 
the same grade of screen either: 
this is a 1080p Super LCDS panel. 
It's still great, but if you're a screen 
fanatic you may prefer one of 
those others. You pay for the 
ultra-premium design here, so 
make sure you like it. 



• HTC ONE M9 FROM £525 ★★★★★ 


Stereo front-loaded 
BoomSound speakers get 
you the best audio quality of 
the lot. Although not shouty, 
they are richer, more refined 
and less strained when loud. 


The back isn’t just 
beautifully curved, it 
also has a very fine 
brushed finish to get 
you that extra hit 
of quality. 


DESIGN 

Luxury time 

It's not super skinny or 
particularly small, but the 
HTC One M9 looks and 
feels great thanks to its 
luxuriously curvy back. 
There's a microSD slot, but 
no fingerprint scanner nor 
bonus bits. It cares more 
about acing the basics. 
••••••••• 



CAMERA 

Meter problems 

Awesome megapixel specs 
aside, the M9's camera 
needs some know-how 
to get the most out of it. 
Make the effort to learn 
to use it and you'll get 
great shots, but it's not 
foolproof. The 4MP selfies 
are superb, though. 
••••••• 


OS AND APRS 

Talking Sense 

HTC Sense is back, this 
time with themes. It's 
starting to seem pretty 
dated in parts, having 
looked the same since 
2013, but it runs like 
a dream, and you can 
customise themes with 
colours from your photos. 
•••••••• 


SCREEN 

Big enough? 

With the smallest screen 
of the lot and a resolution 
we now see in much 
cheaper phones, the 
M9 isn't immediately 
impressive. The difference 
isn't all that great, but you 
want the best when you're 
paying £500-odd, right? 
•••••••• 
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Samsung Galaxy S6 


T here’s no doubt in our 
minds with this one. 
The S6 just gets so 
much right, with virtuaiiy no 
eiements that feei iike they 
couid have done with a bit 
ionger intheoven. 

Camera, screen and buiid aii 
ooze confidence and quaiity. 
This is a phone you’ii be proud 
to keep in your pocket. 

The oniy issues, and they 
are minor, are those bits 
where Samsung has been 
a bit too confident. Did it 
reaiiy have to get rid of the 
microSD siot? The money 
men undoubtediy said yes, 
but everyone eise wiii wish 
they hadn’t. 

Battery iife is aiso,weii, 
normai. Not bad, but not 
amazing. However, it’s not 
often we see a phone hit as 
many buiiseyes as it aims 
for. This is the finest phone 
you can buy today. 


Phone Contacts Messa^^s Internet App; 


+ Now add these 


y Samsung Galaxy S6 
Clear View Cover 

A see-through case? That’s 
right. The Clear View is a flip 
cover with a translucent, semi-metallic 
finish to the front that lets you see your 
notifications without opening it up. 

£30 

Samsung Edge 
Wireless Charging 
Station 

One of the hidden extras of 
the S6 is Qi and PMA wireless charging. 
This low-cost wireless charging dock 
makes plugging in a thing of the past. 

£40 

WithingsActivitePop 

floV Not all smartwatches look 
like phones trying to fit 
onto a strap. The Activite 
Pop tracks your steps and monitors 
your sleep, syncing the results with 
a nifty Android app. 

£120 
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THE SUMMARY 


• S6 • LG • HTC • P8 


WHAT’S NEXT? 



DESIGN 


CAMERA 


OS AND APRS 


One thing none 
of these phones 
really aced is 
battery life. Sure, 
some of them 
charge up super-quick, but 
you can drain any of them in 
a day. There are a handful of 
amazing battery techs being 
worked on right now, from 
ones that charge in seconds 
to those that last for weeks. 
We can’t wait. 

But what about the near 
future? HTC has already 
announced an even higher- 
end version of the One M9, 
the M9+. It has a QHD screen, 
although it’s only heading to 
China at the moment. 

There are also a few side 
contenders you might want 
to consider waiting for. The 
Galaxy Note 5 is likely to 
show up later this year and 
OnePlus is already talking up 
its Two phone... although you 
may have to beg for an invite 
to buy one if the OnePlus One 
is anything to go by. 

So should you wait? Only 
if you want a much bigger 
phone, or a significantly 
cheaper one. 

follow Andrew: 

^wwwdotandrew 

email Stuff: 

stuff(a)haymarket.com 





Samsung Galaxy S6 

The 56 finally aces what Samsung has always struggled 
with; design, It's the new benchmark for flagship phones, 

from £530 / samsung.com 

LGG4 

Big screen, impressive camera and optional leather back. 
It’s not a revelation, but it’s great, 

£500 / lg.com 

HTC One M9 

Not every change is golden but the gorgeous, effortless 
design still makes it a winner, 

from £525 / htc.com 


Huawei P8 

Huawei has earned its place in the big league with the P8, 
It’s not perfect, but at this price it’s well worth a look, 

£400 / huaweidevice.co.uk 


1 Screen | 

1 Processor | 

1 Cameras | 

1 Storage | 

I- Battery | 

1 Dimensions | 

5,2in 

2560x1440 

OLED 

(577ppi) 

Exynos7420 

octo-core 

2,1GHz 

16MPrear, 
5MP front 

32GB, 64GB, 
128GB (no 
microSD) 

2550mAh 

143x71x 

6,8 mm, 
138g 

5,5in 

2560x1440 

LCD(538ppi) 

Snapdragon 
808 hexa- 
core1,8GHz 

16MPrear, 
8MP front 

32GB (plus 
microSD) 

3000mAh 

149x76x 

9,8mm, 

155g 

5,0in 

1920x1080 

LCD(538ppi) 

Snapdragon 
808 hexa- 
core1,8GHz 

20MPrear, 
4MP front 

32GB (plus 
microSD) 

2840mAh 

145x70x 

9,6mm, 

157g 

5,2in 

1920x1080 
LCD (424ppi) 

Kirin 930 or 
935 octo- 
core 3GHz 

BMP rear, 
8MP front 

16GB, 64GB 
(plus 
microSD) 

2680mAh 

145x72x 

6,4mm, 

144g 





















The Lenovo YOGA 3 14. 
Use it any way you like it. 



Lenovo YOGA 3 14" 2-in-l laptop 


Work easy. Play hard, Windows 


If you want a connputer that’s flexible enough to fit in with your 
lifestyle, then the Lenovo YOGA 3 14 could be right for you. 
With a stunning thin and light chassis, a 10 point multi-touch 
full HD screen, backlit keyboard and the new 5th generation 
Intel® Core™ i7-5500U processor, this 2 in 1 laptop provides the 
ultimate on the go experience. Complete with 8GB of RAM and 
256GB of SSD storage for fast multitasking and boot up time. 


Currys 0 PC World 

WE START WITH YOU 


Website offers and prices may vary. All offers subject to availability. DSG Retail Ltd., Maylands Avenue, Hemel Hempstead, Herts., H P2 7TG. Registered in England. No. 504877. 





The Stuff team pulls on its mitts, cracks open a beverage^ 
and fires up its five favourite gadgets for al fresco feasting 




USE IT WITH... 


I Lotus Grill Glasshood 

This handy lid made from stainless 
steel and security glass converts the 
grill into a slow-baking/roasting oven, 
letting you use the Lotus Grill’s fan to 
adjust the temperature as you see fit. 


Lotus Grill 


Esat Dedezade, staff writer 
£140 / lotusgrilluk.com 


If it’s dry, it’s barbecue time, no matter the season. The 
trouble is, it’s no fun smelling like a human cigar all day, 
so the Lotus Grill holds charcoal in a central container to 
reduce smoke, while the radiating heat cooks the food. This prevents 
dripping fat from charring the meat, and a built-in fan is handy for 
quickly reaching the right temperature. The downside is that it feels 
like you're using a hob. The lack of flames Just feels a bit... wrong. 

Stuff says ★★★★☆ 



SSJDl STUFF PICKS OUTDOOR COOKERS 


V 



If you’re getting an 
Egg, this creates 
a barrier between 
thecoaisandthe 
food, aiiowing for 
indirect cooking. 
That’s what you 
want for baking 
and siow-roasting. 


^ That’s a lot ' 
of hotair 

You cook with the iid 
dosed, usingthe draught 
door at the bottom and 
a vent at the top to 
I controithefiow . 
of air 


If you’re getting an 
Egg, this creates 
a barrier between 
thecoaisandthe 
food, aiiowing for 
indirect cooking. 
That’s what you 
want for baking 
and siow-roasting. 


Big Green Egg MiniMax 

Tom Parsons, reviews editor 
£550 / biggreenegg.co.uk 

i’ve been pining for an Egg for years. Pro chefs 
(inciuding Richard Turner from Hawksmoor, my 
tempie of meaty induigence) swear by them, 
and my mate uses his practicaiiy every day. The MiniMax, 
one of the smaiiest in the range, can stiii handie four burgers 
or a chicken, and it’s made semi-portabie by the handies. 
‘Semi’ because the super-soiid ceramic weighs 28.5kg. But 
it’s the buiid that makes it speciai - the materiais and series 
of vents combine to make temperature minuteiy controiiabie 
up to 400°C. it’s as happy f iash-searing steaks, baking pizzas 
or siow-cooking brisket, in any weather: it’s super-f iexibie. 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 


USE IT WITH... 





STUFF PICKS OUTDOOR COOKERS 




Uun 2 


Will Dunn, editor 


£190 uuni.net 


rve built a pizza oven before. It was fun, but it 


t took two weeks of bricklaying and carpentry 


Fixie Bike 
Pi2za_Cutter 

Pizza and cycling 
form a wonderful, 
circular yin/yang 
of exercise and 
delicious cheese- 
fat, which you can 
celebrate by riding 
this tiny little bike 
across your pizza 
to portion it up. 


Stuff says ★★★★★ 


That’s 

chipper 


Wood pellets are cheap 
as chips (cheaper, in fact) 
- a single 10kg bag will fuel 
several pizza sessions 
and only costs 
V about £10 Jr 


S 83 









STUFF PICKS OUTDOOR COOKERS 






Kikkerland 

PortableBBQ^uitcase 

^ £70 amazon.co.uk 

As much as I enjoy a big family barbecue with 



^ Fast feasting 

It’s SO quick and easy 
to set up; I was grilling my 
halloumi before the rest of 
the Stuffteam had even 
got their cookers out 
L of their boxes J 


Stuff says ★★★★★ 


£15 johnlewis.com 


^ allthetrimmings, I prefer a bit of spontaneous 

— ' ^ grilling action. A real step up from disposables, 

this little grill is incredibly light, neat and versatile - perfect 
for a couple to take to the beach, or a festival or roadtrip. 
Simply open up, unfold the stand and add a small amount 
of charcoal. It stays hot long enough for several rounds 
of food and it’s got a convenient mess-free ash-catcher. 
Plus, the silver suitcase disguise is really quite charming. 


USE IT WITH. 


John Lewis Soft Grip Corn Rack 


Everyone loves finger-lickin’ corn on 
the cob; it makes any meat-fest seem 
healthy. Except the cobs tend to roll 
off the grill or char on one side, so use 
this clever corn grill to turn them over. 






Lifeventure 
Titanium Mug 


You’ll need a pretty 
good-looking mug 
to drink all that tea 
out of, and this one 
is made of titanium 
so it’s light and 
durable. It even has 
collapsible handles. 


STUFF PICKS OUTDOOR COOKERS 


Jetboil Joule 


while I’m camping - and this solves my biggest 
morning gripe, the time it takes to make a brew. 
Normally you can be waiting up to 10 minutes for your water 
to boil; this thing boiled five cups’ worth in under three minutes. 
It uses a series of metal fins and an insulating cosy so as to 
not waste any energy from the gas canister. The stand fits 
inside the pan for easy transportation, there’s an electric 
ignition and it holds 2.5 litres of water. Tea for everybody! 
Stuff says ★★★★★ 


The lid has an in-built 
strainer, perfect for 
draining the Jersey Royals 
for the awesome potato 
L salad that I made for , 
\ team Stuff / 


USE IT WITH. 












The Plancha’s build 
quality is very good... 
maybe too good - with 
a weight of over 23kg, 
you won’t betaking 
it on a walking 
holiday y 


^□1 STUFF PICKS OUTDOOR COOKERS 


Verycook RIancha Grill J 


USE IT WITH... 


Verypizz’ Pizza Oven 

The Verycook is already pretty 
versatile, but this ceramic accessory 
fits over the top to turn your Plancha 
into an oven for tasty Italian discs or 
slow-cooked ribs. 




from £290 verycook.co.uk 




I’ve been hungry for something a little 
healthier than blackened bangers this 

summer, so plumped for this gas-powered 

Plancha Grill. Its 60x40cm hotplate has two zones that you 
can control independently, letting you sear fish on one half 
while cooking veg on the other. Tracking down a gas cylinder 
and regulator (not supplied) meant set-up was slow, but 
once connected it was up to 300°C in five minutes. Food 
cooked o la plancha lacks a barbecue’s smokiness, but the 
drip tray’s removal of fat ensured my dish was mor^utritious 
and more varied than my rivals’ charcoal simpletons. 




Trident_ redefined. 



C60 TRIDENT PRO 600 - Swiss made dive watch with automatic mechanical 
movement, unidirectional rotating ceramic (Zr 02 ) bezel and water resistance to 
60 bar/600m. Available in 38mm and 42mm case sizes, five dial/bezel combinations 

and four strap styles. 

SWISS MOVEMENT Chr-WARD ENGLISH HEART 

L □ N □ a 


EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE AT christopherward.co.uk 


^□1 TEST RECON JET 



Little rad riding HUD 


Is the Recon Jet the next generation of 
Google Glass, or just some face-clutter? 


US$700 reconinstruments.com 


Tech specs 


CPU 1 GHz dual-core ARM 
Cortex-A9 Memory 1 GB SDRAM 
Storage 8GB flash Display 16:9 
428x240 (WQVGA) Battery Up 
to 4 hrs per battery (removable) 
Camera 720p video, 1.2MP stills 


■ Points of view 

The Jet’s built-in POV camera 
snaps unimpressive 1.2MP stills 
and 15-second, 720p videos. 
This is fairly easy to do with two 
clicks, but a hands-free method 
would be quicker and safer. 


■ Lost in face 

You can load up to 10,000km2 
of maps onto the Jet, but they’re 
difficult to make out properly 
and there’s no turn-by-turn 
navigation, meaning they’re 
of little practical use. 


STUFF SAYS 


Ifs an interesting idea, but the Jet just isn’t ready for take-off yet' 


★★☆☆☆ 


■ The Jet has its own GPS, but 
can also connect to your phone 
for better accuracy. You can pair 
it with a variety of sensors, from 
heart-rate straps to power meters 
and cadence sensors. 


■ Control is via an IR sensor that 
responds to swipes, or you can 
use a rocker switch. It takes a bit 
of getting used to and is more 
distracting than using a handlebar 
computer, and there's no voice 
control. Third-party apps can be 
installed, but there aren't many 
available yet. 


S Designed for cyclists and 
runners, the Jet puts a tiny display 
by your right eye. The Jet's 'Engine' 
juts out in front of the right lens 
and sweeps all the way back to 
Just in front of the ear, with a 
matching battery pod on the left. 
The 85g weight might not sound 
much, but it's double the weight 
of most sports sunglasses; you'll 
feel the difference. 


■ With your speed, distance and 
heart rate at eye level, it's easy to 
see your progress. This is great for 
running, if you don't mind looking 
a bit funny, but for cycling on 
roads in the UK (ie, on the left 
side of the road), we'd go so 
far as to say it's potentially 
dangerous. The display blocks 
the exact place you need clear 
to see traffic when looking back 
over your right shoulder - and 
unlike Google Glass, you can't 
see through it. 


Personal Having a HUD on your sports glasses is a great idea but, as with any idea, its success 

displays for i 's all in the execution. You never get the sense that the Jet’s display is ‘augmenting’ 

sport haven’t JHH what you see, so much as getting in the way. I’m convinced there are applications 
yet come of age for the format in sport, but at the moment the Jet feels like a first-stage proof of 

Joois whitehorn - concept that detracts from the sporting experience rather than enhancing it. 








TEST MICROSOFT SURFACE 3 



Surfac&attentiQn 


£420 / microsoft.com 


Z Like previous Surface hybrids, 
the keyboard can be added in a 

d fiash using a magnetic fastener. 

it's the kickstand on the back that 
gets you the iaptop-styie touches, 
with three angies from pretty 
upright to reaiiy quite iaid-back. 


Microsoft’s genre-bending hybrid gets the fuii-fat 
Windows experience on a zero-caiorie budget 


Z The screen shows no sign that 
this is a more affordabie Surface, 
it's 10. Sin across and gets you 
1920x1280 resoiution: a bit more 
than Fuii HD. There are none of the 
scaiing issues of the Surface Pro 3 
and image quaiity is generaiiy great. 


■ The intei Atom CPU is buiit for 
efficiency, not speed, but Windows 
8.1 and basic apps stiii tick aiong 
niceiy. it'ii even handie Skyrim... 
to an extent. Stay away if you're 
a hobbyist video editor: with 2GB 
or 4GB RAM the Surface 3 doesn't 
reaiiy have the chops for it. 


■ For a fuii Windows 8.1 computer, 
the Surface 3 is incredibiy sveite. 
it's 8.7mm thick and weighs 622g, 
making it simiiar in size to an 
Android tabiet of a coupie of years 
ago. With keyboard attached you 
can rest it on your knees, though 
it doesfeei a bit odd. 



■ Just your type 

The Type Cover keyboard is 
an integral part of the Surface 
experience. Its keys feel just like 
those of a laptop, and there’s 
even a backlight to help you 
tap away in the dark. 



■ Bolt-on bytes 

You can’t upgrade the Surface 3 
like you can a desktop PC, but 
there is a sneaky microSD slot 
under the kickstand. There’s 
also a 4G option if you want 
always-on connectivity. 


■ The Surface 3 can take a run 
at any Windows software, but it's 
not quite as convincing a iaptop 
repiacement as the Surface Pro 3. 
The intei Atom CPU is impressive 
aii the same, though, and for some 
it'ii have aii the power required. 


Tech specs 


os Windows 8.1 Screen 10.8in 
1920x1280 LCD CPU intei Atom 
1.6GHz quad-core GPU intei HD 5300 
RAM 2/4GB Storage 64/128GB 
Connectivity 802.11ac, BT 4.0, 

USB 3.0, microSD, Mini DispiayPort 
Cameras 8MFi 3.5MP Dimensions 
267x187x8.7mm,622g 
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The best soundbar? 


f 



Home Cinema Choice 'Best Buy', 
July 2014 


The experts think so... 



Trusted Reviews 'Recommended', What Hi-Fi? Awards 2014, AV Forums 'Highly Recommended', 
October 2014 'Product of the Year' July 2014 



Tech Radar ' 1 st in Tech Radars 
Top 10 soundbars', March 2015 


\ 



ACOUSTICS 

: — / 


Media 4 The real hi-fi soundbar 

Sonic wizardry for music and movies 

With its lOOw amplifier and built-in subwoofer, the Media 4 plays music, 

TV sound and movies with astonishing quality - no extra boxes requiredi 

Simply plug and play - plus wirelessly connect smartphones, tablets and laptops 
using aptX Bluetooth. 

Wall mounts with built-in bracket or shelf-mount with supplied anti-vibration feet. 


Available from 

John Lewis richersouNDS Mmwwnga 

and all good audio retailers 


www.Qacoustics.co.uk 



[ Words Jools Whitehorn ] 


GROUP TEST FITNESS WATCHES 


Going like 
the trackers 

Short of replacing them with huge, shiny pistons, the best way to 
upgrade your legs is with one of these fitness-tracking wearables 



Fitbit Surge £200 fitbitcom 


What is it? 

The Surge is Fitbit's top tracker, 
offering a iot nnore than the 
nnovement-tracking of its 
smaiier, cheaper sibiings. inside 
is an opticai heart-rate monitor 
and GPS, behind a 20x24mm 
monochrome LCD screen, it uses 
a combination of touchscreen and 
physicai buttons on its siightiy 
odd, wedge-shaped body. 


; Is it any good? 

i With pienty of fitness bands in 
J its iockeraiready, Fitbit knows 
] how to make a comfortabie strap. 
I The Surge's wide, soft-touch 
i rubber strap runs seamiessiy 
\ into its curved casing and is 
] extremeiy comfortabie. Sadiy, 

I the body's unusuai wedge 
j shape, whiie good for getting 
: thedispiay toa readabieangie. 


makes the whoie watch stick 
out a iong way from the wrist, 
getting caught on ciothing and 
just iookinga bit odd. 

The opticai heart-rate monitor 
is iightning quick to pick up 
a puise, and does so without 
needing a particuiariy tight 
strap. Navigating the functions 
and starting activities is simpie 
and the screen design is ciear 


and concise. Whiie rated for 
50m waterproofing, it's not 
recommended for swimming 
(and won't track it). The Surge's 
notifications are aiso iimited to 
Just texts and caiis. 

Tech 

Tracking GPS, heart rate, steps, 
sieep Alerts Caiis, SMS, music 
Battery Up to 7 days (ciaimed) 


anjgagjySf Excellent for belt-free heart rate, but the odd shape is problematic 




■ 


s 










Sony SmartBand Talk £130 sony.co.uk 


What is it? 

In the middle of Sony's 
smartband range, the Talk 
is the only one here with an 
E Ink display or hands-free 
calling. For a smartband, its 
1.4in screen is large: great 
for notifications. Activity 
tracking is by way of 
accelerometers and an 
altimeter - no GPS or HR 
here - making this little 
more than a pedometer. 

Is it any good? 

The band itself is small, light 
and comfortable, but wider 
than screenless fitness 
bands. The monochrome 
display is great in sunlight, 
but there's no backlight 
for night use and there's 
significant ghosting, with 
traces of the previous 
screen's contents left 
behind. The hands-free 
calling feature is useful 


while driving, and quality is 
adequate, if a little echoey. 

The Lifelog companion 
app gathers a frightening 
amount of data about your 
daily habits: steps and 
calories; time on Facebook; 
photos taken; and even 
gaming sessions. The 
presentation is impressive, 
but more detailed sports 
tracking and analysis 
would be helpful. 

Accuracy is poor when 
compared with the fairly 
consistent Google Fit, 
measuring 2000-3000 
steps more in a day. It was 
also extremely optimistic 
about how much sleep we 
actually got. 

Tech 

Tracking Steps, sleep 
Alerts Calls, SMS, 
music Battery Up to 
3 days (claimed) 


STUFF SAYS A likeable smartwatch disguised as an average activity tracker ★★★☆☆ 


Basis Peak 


£170/ mybasis.com 




What is it? 

The Peak doesn't work 
like most fitness watches; 
it captures a continuous 
stream of movement 
and physiological data. 

The most watch-looking 
of the bunch, the Peak 
could be passed off as 
a rugged digital watch 
to the uninitiated. 

Is it any good? 

The Peak may not have 
GPS, but its party trick 
is that it automatically 
identifies your activity. It 
picks up running sessions 
very effectively, although 
as you don't manually start 
and stop these sessions 
it's prone to cutting them 
into smaller chunks when 
you pause to cross a road 
or stop to tie a shoelace. 
This makes it difficult 
to compare like-for-like 


sessions on a regular 
route, for example. 

Most impressive is the 
four-day battery life, even 
with its always-on optical 
heart-rate monitoring. 
However, the HR monitor 
doesn't find a pulse as 
well as the Fitbit Surge, 
requiring a much tighter 
fit that makes it a real relief 
to take it off regularly. 

Notifications for calls 
and texts are displayed, 
and can be swiped away 
or ignored until they 
disappear a few minutes 
later, but the Peak is still 
waiting for third-party 
apps for social media, 
emails and the like. 

Tech 

Tracking GPS, heart rate, 
steps, sleep Alerts Calls, 
SMS, music Battery Up 
to 4 days (claimed) 


92 : s 







Garmin Vivoactive £200 


garmin.com 


What is it? 

Garmin's square, slim watch 
tries to bridge the gap 
between full-on fitness 
watch and everyday 
smartwatch. In this 
impressively thin body it 
fits many of the advanced 
features of its dedicated 
sports watches, including 
GPS, swim tracking and 
ANT + sensor compatibility, 
as well as supporting all 
manner of notifications 
and remote music control. 

Is it any good? 

Calling on Garmin's sporting 
pedigree, the Vivoactive 
is essentially a slimmed- 
down version of its full-on 
GPS watches. Tracking 
running, cycling and 
swimming, it's always 
on hand for an impromptu 
fitness session, and has 
the slim form to make it 


acceptable to wear all day. 
The dated square design 
is a bit of a shame, but the 
shape allows more room 
for notifications text. 

The display itself is a 
little dull, and its 205x148 
resolution isn't spectacularly 
sharp. But like all Garmin's 
watch offerings, it hooks 
into the Garmin Connect 
app and online hub, which 
saves and displays data 
in enough detail for the 
sportiest of data fans. 

The claimed battery life 
of three weeks or 10 hours 
in GPS mode holds up well, 
with a few runs with GPS 
taking it to just under a 
week between charges. 

Tech 

Tracking GPS, heart rate, 
steps, sleep Alerts Email, 
calls, SMS, music Battery 
Up to 3 weeks (claimed) 


STUFF SAYS A GPS watch you could wear all day, if you like its style ★★★★☆ 











VERSUS 13-INCH LAPTOPS 


A new Air 
apparent? 


Both these laptops strike the perfect balance between power and portability for well 
under £1000. But is there finally a better option than the reigning MacBook Air? 




Apple MacBook Air 13in 

What's the story? 

The laptop that practically invented the 
Ultrabook format has been updated for 
a seventh time. It’s outwardly the same 
slim, light slice of tech, but Intel’s latest 
Broadwell-generation Intel Core 15 CPUs 
let it rev that bit harder. 

!s it any good? 

Apple knows not to mess with a winning 
formula, and the Air 13in is still almost 
unbeatable. Just check out the battery life: 
up to 12 hours. Very few Windows laptops 
get anywhere close. What’s more, with a 
Core i5 CPU playing conductor, OS X sings 
beautifully. (If you’re planning to edit videos, 
upgrade the RAM to 8GB.) 

There is, however, a sense that Apple 
is being a bit too slow to really change the 
Air, and the most obvious sign of this is the 
screen. When most phones are 1080p, the 
Air’s panel seems quaintly old-fashioned. 

It looks plain bad when not viewed dead-on, 
and it’s nowhere near as sharp as the Asus 
or Apple’s other laptops. 

And while it’s one thing not to mess with 
a formula, Apple’s fancy new 12in MacBook 
makes the Air’s design look a little tired. 

from £850 apple.com 
Mac OS X 13in TN LCD, 

1440x900 1.6GHz Intel Core i5 
Intel HD 6000 4/8GB 

128/256GB SSD 802.11ac, 

USB 3.0 (x2). Thunderbolt 2.0, SD 

325x227x17mm, 1.35kg 


Still a great laptop with awesome battery 
life, but the screen and design are ageing 


Asus Zenbook UX305 

Whats the story? 

Asus’s Zenbook Ultrabooks normally cost 
a fair bit, but this one is pretty affordable 
while still giving you the look and feel of 
a far pricier laptop. Not bad, right? It also 
pips the more expensive MacBook Air in 
a few other important areas... 

Is it any good? 

The Zenbook is noticeably thinner and 
lighter than the Apple, and unusually for 
an Asus laptop, it also looks great. 

It can’t touch the MacBook on battery 
life, but with around nine hours of stamina 
when doing simple stuff, it still has decent 
staying power. That’s largely down to 
using one of Intel’s new Core M CPUs. 
These aren’t as powerful as the Air’s Core 
i5, but there’s enough grunt to handle light 
duties and even some gaming. It has 8GB 
RAM as standard, and in use we found it to 
be generally smooth 24/7. 

Its biggest win is the screen. With a 
great 1080p IPS display it easily outclasses 
the Air here, and the matt finish means 
you can take it out in the sun without being 
bombarded by reflections. And to seal the 
deal, it’s £200 cheaper than the Apple. 

Price £650 / asus.com 
OS Windows 8.1 Screen 13.3in Auto IPS, 
1920x1080 CPU Intel Core M 5Y10 
GPU Intel HD 5300 RAM 4/8GB 
Storage 128/256GB SSD Connectivity 
802.11ac, USB 3.0 (x3), micro HDMI, SD 
Dimensions 324x226x12.3mm, 1.2kg 


Stuff says ★★★★★ 

A brilliant bargain, and our new favourite 
ultraportable laptop 




APPLE VS 
MICROSOFT: 
THE 2015 
EDITION 


• Work perks 

One of the big 
benefits of OS X 
is that it gets you 
Office-style apps 
such as Pages for 
free. Numbers and 
Keynote round off 
a pretty good suite 
for work stuff. With 
Windows, you need 
to get your hands 
on an Office 365 
subscription for 
the Microsoft 
equivalent. The 
UX305 doesn’t 
come with one, and 
it’s £60 a year. 

• 

Windows is a much 
better bet for 
games than OS X. 

PC makers are 
struggling, but the 
platform still gets 
many more new 
games releases 
than Macs; seethe 
Steam catalogue 
for proof. That 
doesn’t make the 
UX305 a high-end 
games machine, 
though - it’s more 
of a casual gamer. 
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VERSUS 13-INCH LAPTOPS ^Dl 



1 Thunder and Lightning 

One of the new ‘hidden’ 
features is a Thunderbolt 2 
port, getting you epic 
bandwidth of 20GBps. That’s 
four times as fast as USB 3.0. 

2 Magnet power 

A great USP of MacBooks is 
the MagSafe power socket. 
Trip over the cable and it’ll just 
fall out, not send the laptop 
clattering to the ground. 


3 Nanochips 

The Intel Core M CPU has 
a crazy-efficient 14nm 
architecture, the same used 
in the chips of the most 
advanced smartphones. 

4 Hook-up master 

With three USB 3.0 ports and 
a microHDMI socket, it has 
better connectivity than most 
ultra-slim laptops. Plugging 
into a monitor is no problem. 


[ Words Andrew Hayward ] 



STUFF PROMOTION 


THE ^ 
WORLD'S^ 
MOST “ 
ADVANCEtg 
TV. EVER. 

Staggering colour and contrast, supreme detail, 
great sound... your eyes and ears deserve it 


emember the first time you 
|| saw Full HD? The difference in 
quality? The immersiveness? 
We're back at that point. This is the 
LG 55EG960V. It's OLED 4K - and it's 
the TV you've been waiting for. 

Each pixel emits its own light, so one 
can be white while its neighbour is black 

- which means staggering contrast and 
amazingly accurate yet vivid colours. 
Perfect black truly creates perfect 
colour. But this TV also has more pixels 

- four times as many - as a Full HD TV. 

It makes for astonishing detail, boosted 


by DEED'S superb motion handing and 
true-to-life colour. Get this and you'll 
want to shout about it; to get people 
round for movies, sport and games. 

And it's not just the picture. There's 
also the harman / kardon™ speakers 
that pack punch not usually associated 
with ultra-thin screens. And the stand 
- which makes the TV appear to float. 

The set comes with LG's acclaimed 
webOS smart platform too, and with 
it, outstanding entertainment from 
the likes of Netflix, NOW TV, Wuaki.TV 
and Imazon Instant. 



WHERE TO BUY Find your nearest LG OLED 4K stockist at www.discoveroled.com 






HOW TO LIVE IT 

V-AHINC- >!•:■ MOST ij- NL'W 

www.howtoliveit.co.uk 


LG 


i .Fn-'i 


S I X 

MONTHS 
N ETFLIX 
ULTRA HD 


Included with this and 
selected LG UHD SMART 
TVs*. Visit www.lg.com/uk/ 
netflix for more info. 

*selected models only. 

Terms and conditions apply. 


LATER IN 
THE YEAR 

The curve... now 
available flat 

But LG isn't finished with 
its 201 5 OLED offering. 
There will be four new 
models later in the year, 
including the stunning, 
first-of-its-kind, flat 65EF950V 
(pictured) also available in 55 
inch. There's also the 65 inch 
EF980V (flat) and the 
55EG920V (curved) and the 
amazing flexible 77EG990V. 



ALSO AVAILABLE... 


a,f- 






■I 

LG 55EC930V 

Not ready for 4K yet? No problem. Full HD OLED looks every bit as Display 55in OLED 

stunning. The LG 55EC930V has the same self-lighting four-colour Resolution Full HD 

pixels as its 4K brethren, the same amazing contrast and the same (1 920 x 1 080 pixels) 

silky-smooth motion-handling. Its curve immerses you and its Audio 2.0-channel 

webOS interface puts a world's worth of content at your fingertips. 







TEST GAMES 


Geralt the bounty hunter is back and, in an open-worid environment many times 
iarger than the previous IV/tcher games, there are pienty of monsters to go around... 


PS4, Xbox One, PC 
^thewitcher.com 


I veryone's favourite 
white-haired siayer 
I returns, and in this 
open-worid third instaiment 
it feeis as though Gerait has f inaiiy 
got the ganne he deserves: the 
one that deveioper CD Projekt Red 
has been ainning for aii aiong. 

You'ii feei this in the freedom of 
the massive open-worid setting, 
but it's aiso evident in every other 
aspect that's been expanded, 
evoived and tweaked. 

As ever, the tituiar monster- 
hunting Witcher is the star. He's 


stiii as dry as a skeieton's 
wishbone, but this time there's 
more of a twinkie to his diaiogue. 
it's tracking down his surrogate 
daughter Ciri that forms the crux 
of the main quest. But she's aiso 
being tracked by the Wiid Hunt - 
a bunch of nasty skeietai chaps 
with a penchant for murder and 
turning everything to ice - and 
the whoie story piays out with 
a monster-infested, war-ravaged 
country as its backdrop. 

Hunting your prey is more 
invoived and interesting than 


before, and frequentiy invoives 
using your Witcher senses to 
find dues and track footprints 
or smeiis. The enemies are often 
truiy revoking - wraiths with ioiiing 
tongues that wouid make Gene 
Simmons biush, and demon babies 
wrapped in their own umbiiicai 
cords - but once you know what 
you're up against you can prepare 
the reievant potions, bombs and 
magicai signs. 

However, combat is tough even 
when fuiiy prepared, and there's 
something fairiy B/oodborne-iike 


about the way you have to parry, 
pirouette and roii to create an 
opening to stick one of your two 
swords into. Reguiar saves mean 
faiiure is far iess punishing than it is 
with Bloodborne, but on anything 
but the easiest diff icuity setting 
you need to be prepared for fairiy 
frequent death. 

There are some fiaws, mostiy 
in the occasionaiiy irritating Ai, but 
The Witcher 3 is stiii one of the 
most beautifui, invoiving, varied 
and fun games i've ever piayed. 
Tom Parsons 


STUFF SAYS 


Bigger than Skyrim and with more character, this is the new RPG benchmar]< 


★★★★★ 


98 S 








TEST GAMES?KQ(i 


A truly massive 
open world ' 


Geralt may be on the cover, but 
the real star of The Witcher 3 is 
the map. The Northern Realms, 
where you’ll spend most of 
your time, equate to a region 
that’s vastly larger than all of 
Skyrim, and the Skellige Isles 
areginormoustoo. 

There’s a lot of pleasure 
to be had in simply wandering 
these lands, such is the detail 
on offer. You enter settlements, 
some more welcoming than 
others, visit the inn to get the 
local news, maybe stumble 
into a brawl between the locals 
and the occupying army. If you 
want to play the vagrant, you 
can do just that. 

But the world is also full of 
things to do - things with heft 
and relevance, rather than the 
irrelevant, endless collectibles 
of a game like Assassin’s Creed 
You take on contracts to slay 
beasts that are terrorising the 
community, find a missing 
loved one, or clear a house 
that’s been overrun by ghosts. 
There’s impressively little 
repetition to these side-quests 
- each has its own story and 
outcome. They’re a pleasure, 
not a chore. 

And the world is beautiful, 
even when it’s ugly and savage, 
thanks to dynamic lighting and 
a weather system that can 
turn verdant fields into a sticky 
bog in minutes. 


Your horse is a bit 
of wimp - if he gets 
spooked, you go flying 


Every character has 
a personality. Often 
a really nasty one 


8 :99 








PC, PS4,XboxOne 
projectcarsgame.com 


Gloriously gimmick-free, Project CARS lets the racing do the talking 


.★★★★☆ 
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SSEDBtest games 


Project CARS 

The visually spectacular ‘Community Assisted 
Racing Simulation’ used the cash and experience 
of over 80,000 gamers, but how does it drive? 


STUFF SAYS 




his is the racing sim that 
consoie gamers have been 
waiting for. The PC crowd 
has been kept fairiy weii suppiied 
with hardcore simuiations such as 
Assetto Corso, but Xboxers have 
to make do with the fairiy iight 
Forzo series and PiayStationers 
have to wait about a miiiion years 
between Gran Tur/smo games. Not 
any more - Project CARS takes its 
racing very seriousiy. 

But that doesn't mean it's 
inaccessibie to more casuai racers. 
There are assists and a racing 
iine (compiete with braking point 
indicators) that mean beginners 
can be competitive - but you 
do need to exercise a degree of 
concentration, consistency and 
patience that other games don't 
require. This is about staiking your 
prey, knocking a few tenths off 
their iead over a few iaps and then 
sitting behind them for a few more 
corners, waiting for an opening. 

it's super-competitive racing 
oniine with up to 16 piayers in each 
race, but set the Ai skiii ievei right 
(70% worked for me) and you 
can have reai bumper-to-bumper 


racing offiine in career mode too. 
And this is a career mode without 
experience points, uniocks or a 
story, instead you choose which 
formuia to start in - from karting 
to Ciio Cup to touring cars to 
Formuia A, pius everything in 
between - then race a season 
and hope you've scored enough 
points to be invited to move up to 
the next ievei. Honestiy, combined 
with the quaiity of the racing, it's 
aii the motivation you need. 

As you get better you can 
reduce or switch off the assists, 
chuck variabie weather into the 
equation (wet races are a fantastic 
nightmare) and up your opponent 
Ai for a tougher chaiienge. 

There are issues - getting 
your controiier settings just right 
can take ages, finding a good 
muitipiayer iobby is a pain in the 
backside, and eiements such as 
pitting are so compiicated they 
appear a dark art - but fixes are 
in the works. Even if those fixes 
never came, you'd stiii put up 
with the fiaws for Project CARS 
otherwise briiiiant, beautifui racing. 
Tom Parsons 


Turn on the rain 
and you’ll have 
a deliciously 
frustrating time 
trying to stay 
on the track 


Want to take 
the traditional 
route to the 
top? Start in 
a kart and work 


your way up 







pcspecialist 


1.1 

PC Speciati^recommeiids Windows 



Unleash the gamer within you 




VORTEX 440 

Intel* Core™ Six Core ir-SMOK CPU 
Wirdohws 8.1 

16GB MyperX DDRA Preddtor BOOOMHZ 
4GB NVIDIA* GeForce* GTX MO 
240GB HyperX3KSS0 
2TB7,200RPM HOD 
3 Yiear Standard Warranty 

^"'£1^99 

The V^ofteK W is O true wirrner 
pfa system; offering greet 
value fbr money'' 

Movtj'a frfJmKcom 


USE DISCOUNT CODE 

STF15 

FOR £15 OFF YOUR ORDER 



/pc&peciAllsl lipcspecrDlial 


GAMING DESKTOPS & LAPTOPS 

www.pcspecialist.co.uk 0333 011 7000 
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Media hoard 

Gunmen old and new, spacecraft 

real and imaginary, and music soft ^ 

and crunchy make up this month's 

crop of aesthetic offerings , WATCH 


Slow West cinema 


American Sniper 

_Blu-ray, DVD, VOD 


Biackhat 

_Blu-ray, DVD, VOD 


n n the directorial debut 
of John Maclean (he of 
Beta Band fame), Kodi 
Smit-McPhee plays Jay, a well- 
to-do Scottish teenager with an 
accent that wanders almost as 
much as his feet. Slow West joins 
him at the start of a trek across 
America to find the girl he loves, 
who has been forced to flee with 
her father for reasons that are 
revealed through flashback. Jay 
is soon Joined by bounty hunter 
Silas (Michael Fassbender) who, 
unbeknown to the boy, is also 
after the pair. 

What follows is essentially 
a road movie from a time before 
roads, taking in some of the 
most breathtaking scenery New 
Zealand has to offer in its role as 
the American outback. But while 


It's more patriotic than 
an overweight bald eagle 
driving a Mustang with a 
stars'n'stripes paint Job 
but, some dubious and 
overly simplified politics 
aside, Americon Sniper 
is a gripping tale of the 
US military's deadliest 
marksman. All the same, 
it's difficult to shake the 
feeling that there's a more 
interesting story to be told. 
Tom Wiggins 

STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 


This stylish tale of hackers 
hacking hackers seems a 
tad simplistic at times but 
it dodges most cybercrime 
cliches. Chris Hemsworth 
is a binary-code Bourne, 
equally happy armed with 
a gun as a keyboard - and 
it's his trigger finger that 
becomes his key asset. 
Given the potentially dry 
subject matter, that's 
probably for the best. 

Tom Wiggins 

STUFF SAYS ★★★☆☆ 


I almost every background could be 
; an oil painting, this is an ugly world 
; in which second-hand coats come 
; with bullet holes and bloodstains. 

I On the way the unlikely duo's 
I blossoming bond is tested by, 

; among Others, a sniper disguised 
; asa priestandthefur-coat- 
; wearing, absinthe-drinking Payne 
; (Ben Mendelsohn). At times S/ow 
; West has a fairytale feel to it, 

I complete with thick forests and 
[ lone cottages that Payne's pack 
I of snarling vigilantes threatens 
: to blow down. These Coen-style 
' quirks make Slow West memorable, 
: and make up for its only half- 
: explored ideas around the 
I treatmentof Native Americans. 

I Tom Wiggins 

: STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 
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STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 


ADream 

OutSide.Gengahr 

This is quite nice, it’s bright 
and crunchy meiodic indie 
rock with some interesting 
dynamics, and quavery 
faisetto vocais that sound 
iike a nervous pixie asking 
for a pay rise. At times 
it recaiis MGMT, but with 
twinkiy guitars instead 
of iush synths... and, aside 
from a coupie of duffers 
near the end, much more 
imaginative songcraft. 
Richard Purvis 


Get To Heaven. 

Everything Everything 

Everything Everything 
continue to impress 
with their own brand of 
eiectro-fiecked indie rock 
by packing iaptop beats, 
frantic drumming and the 
unmistakabie faisetto of 
Jonathan Higgs. You’ii find 
yourseif mumbiing aiong 
to Spring/Sun/Winter/ 
Dreod but be carefui 
trying to sing aiong 
with To The Blade. 
mKyie Pittman 


STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ | STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 


When grunge ruied the i 
worid intheeariy ’90s ; 

the four members of Woif : 
Aiice weren’t even born. ; 
Listening to their eariyEPs ; 
you’d never have guessed f 
it, but if that wave of : 

Seattie-tinged hype brings : 
you to My Love Is Cool, you : 
won’t find the tribute record : 
you might expect. i 

That’s not to say those : 
inf iuences aren’t dear: i 

You’re A Germ has the : 
shout-aiong charm of 
textbook Hoie, whiie - 


Giant Peach is Sieater- 
Kinney gone krautrock, 
but it’s a record that’s far 
poppier and more varied 
than that. There’s an 
Eiiis-Bextor Engiishness 
to Eiiie Rowseii’s vocais, 
which go from breathy 
whisper toriot-grrri 
scrawi. Just when you 
think you’ve got Woif 
Aiice sussed, they twist 
off in another direction. 
Tom Wiggins 


LISTEN 


CONQ 

THE 




How UF Os Conq uered 
The WorlMliBfe 


Smartphone cameras 
haven’t exactiy sparked 
an expiosion of convincing 
UFO videos. Couid it be 
that f iying saucers and 
their iik are a 20th-century 
human syndrome that 
ref iected the pop cuiture 
of their time? 

That’s the argument of 
this fascinating book by Dr 
Ciarke, a chiidhood beiiever 
turned UFO journaiist. 
Criticai without beiittiing 


Its many eyewitnesses, it 
revisits major UFO events 
to show how f iims iike 
Close Encounters Of The 
Third Kind and the Coid War 
primed Western minds for 
the idea of being watched 
over by shy aiiens. 

it’s a fine read - even 
for Muider types who stiii 
want to beiieve. 

Mark Wilson 


STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 


leaving Orbit 


Eyes Wide 
Open! 100 
Years Of Leica 
Photography 


My Love Is Cool 


Wo f A ce 
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SAVE 50% on the cover price 
FREE deiivery direct to your door 
ONE easy credit card payment 

Aii of the above pius 24 issues 
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[ust listen 


BLUETOOTH, FM, CO... 
AND IT EVEN CHARGES 
YOUR PHONE 

Filling a room with music has never looked so good: 
the Microlab T7 is a multi-function wonder 


e love music, it loves us. Having the 
right kit is as important as choosing 
the right track. The MicroLab T7 is a 
multi-function, shockproof speaker that can fill 
a room with music from loads of sources. Line-in, 
USB, FM radio and Bluetooth all sit alongside 
the CD player, which means you'll never struggle 
to find something to play. 


But the T7 is all about audio performance. Internal 
shockproof technology and high-qualityjapanese 
components, plus the external power supply, 
minimise interference. Noise-cancelling tech 
means a clean feed, while Bluetooth streams take 
advantage of high-quality aptX tech for clean, 
interruption-free audio. Good looks, hassle-free and 
pure class. What more could you want in a speaker? 




www.microlab-global.com 
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pUD 

PLAYLIST: 
T-SHIRT SITES 

Browse our 
favourite online 
stores to get teed 
up for summer 


pUZ 

SUPER GEEK: 
MDTDRCYCLES 

All you need to 
know to become 
a leather-clad 
lightning bolt 


pU7 

5-MINUTE 
HACKS: IF 
NOTHING ELSE... 

Beat your screen 
obsession, and 
other life fixes 


plDB 

BETA YOURSELF: 
SOAPBOX CARS 

It’s exactly like F1, 
but with gravity 
and a gentle slope 
instead of engines 


8 107 
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PROJECTS007,15 



Shed projects don’t get much more exciting than buiiding 
a gravity racer. But where to start? Red Buii soapbox 
designer Phiiip Ryan maps out your road to giory 


THE BASICS 


■ Have a digitai brainstorm. 

Sketchup (sketchup.com) is 
a free and very useful tool for 
visualising your soapbox design. 
For inspiration, check out the 
All Annerican Soapbox Derby 
(aasbd.org) and Gravity Racing 
(gravityracing.org.uk). 

■ Go aero. Even at relatively 
low speeds, aerodynamics 
are important. Make sure your 
design interacts as little as 
possible with airflow. If you 
don't interact with the air, 

it isn't going to know you're 
there. This will reduce drag 
and increase your speed. 



■ Budget wisely. The costs of 
building a basic soapbox car can 
quickly add up. We saved with 
bicycle wheels and a go-kart 
steering wheel, but we spent 
£250 buying raw materials and 
getting the body panels cut out. 

■ Start with the wheels. 

The general consensus is that 
20in wheels offer the best 
balance of speed and stability 


for gravity racers. Also consider 
how you want it to look, and 
what you can afford. 

■ Wood or metal? Beginners 
should choose wood as their 
main material. The basic tools 
are in most people's garage, and 
sheet timber is pretty cheap. 
All-metal cars offer greater 
strength and longevity, but 
demand more specialist skills. 

■ Keep it real. eBay and 
Gumtree are useful sources 

for parts, but it's worth spending 
some time perusing second- 
hand bike shops and skips. 

We got the wheels for our 
prototype from a kid's bike 
that had been thrown out. 




NEXT STEPS 


■ Get onside. We started 
with the side panels and built 
the chassis to suit. If you don't 
have access to a CNC machine, 
an electricjigsaw will do. Set it 
to a slow speed and go steady. 


■ Use bike brakes. Home- 
made pads that rub against 
your wheels might be cheaper, 
but buying bike brakes is easier. 


■ Weigh up your course. 

Flatter, straighter courses 
tend to favour heavier builds, 
while ones with corners and 
chicanes are better suited to 
lighter, more nimble designs. 
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LEVEL 
UP WITH... 


SPEED WITH 
GUY MARTIN: 
GRAVITY RACER 


"If you’re not crashing, 
you’re not trying hard 
enough’’ is speed-hound 
Guy’s motto as he teams 
up with Sheffieid Haiiam 
University to have a crack 
at the worid gravity racing 
speed record of 84mph. 
It’s a four-month journey 
through street luges, 
a crash course in 
mechanicai engineering 
and many baies of hay. 


■ Tool up. A circular saw is 
good for speed and a mitre saw 
accurately cuts across the grain. 
We also used an angle grinder, 
impact driver and orbital sander. 


■ Avoid rope steering. It s 

unstable, so adopt a go-kart's 
‘pitman arm' steering. You'll find 
a strong axle, steering column, 
track rods and hubs on eBay. 


■ Customise the cockpit. 

Before bolting in your seat, get 
the driver to move it around 
until they're comfortable. Tape 
in some padding too - they'll 
thank you when landing a jump. 


■ Tweak the steering. If it s 

too twitchy, try shortening the 
length between your steering 
column and the track rods. Test 
and re-test until you're happy. 


■ Plan your paint job. Soak 
up inspiration from magazines 
such as Hot Rod (hotrod.com) 
or Red Bull's soapbox gallery 
(redbullsoapboxrace.com). 


■ Prepare to fail. Your driver 
should wear a motorbike helmet 
and gloves. You could also build 
a rollcage into your design. This 
should include lots of triangles 
to boost its strength. 


■ Brake wisely. Going fast is 
easy; not losing speed is a real 
skill. Practise the racing line, 
going slower into corners and 
only braking when necessary. 


■ Don’t over-steer. Lots of 
corrections will slow you down. 
If you're heading for the barrier, 
try to make one adjustment 
and don't overcorrect. 


■ Practise jumps. If your race 
includes a Jump, make sure your 
car won't collapse in on itself. 

If it's strong enough, get some 
big air for the cameras - you 
only get one chance. 




ENGINEERING 5PDRT 


This blog from Sheffield 
Haiiam University’s 
Centre for Sports 
Engineering contains 
detailed breakdowns 


of how its engineers 
designed Guy Martin’s 
gravity racer for the 
world-record attempt 
(see above). And it’s 
worth sticking around for 
enlightening posts on the 
aerodynamic tech behind 
sports like speed skating, 
skiing and cycling. 


RED BULL 
5DAPBDX RACE 


It’s too late to enter your 
own soapbox into this 
international race at 
London’s Alexandra 
Palace on 12 July, 
but that doesn’t mean 
you can’t buy a ticket 
(£9)and soak up some 
inspiration for your next 
soapbox masterpiece. 
Previous designs have 
included a burrito-shaped 
racer, a giant baby 
carriage and a massive 
corn on the cob. 


FINISHING TOUCHES 


DRIVING TIPS 


THE BUILD 
















T-SHIRT SITES 


Why submit to the nightmare of going shopping in the 
physicai worid when aii the smartest, most originai 
T -shirts are to be found in digispace? 




Artokingo 

Featuring sonne 
of the best artist- 
designed T-shirts 
on the net, Artokingo 
differs from 
crowd-powered 
stores iike Hireadiess 
by oniy iisting its 
favourite designs. 
Tliesetendtobe 
animai-themed, such 
as the ioveiy ‘Fish in 
Geometries' design 
by Fiorent Bodart to 
your right. 
artokingo.co.uk 




Photo.Ciothing 

We expect our 
photos to be printed 
aii the way to the 
edge, so why not 
our T-shirts too? 

TTiis piace deiivers 
striking photographic 
prints that cover 
entire shirts, sieeves 
inciuded. Got to be 
better than a 'vintage' 
iogo advertising a 
Caiifornian crab shack 
that doesn't even 
exist, hasn't it? 
photo.clothing 


North East 

For a touch of 
modernist Japanese 
minimaiism. North 
East coiiaborates 
with internationai 
designers to offer 
boid prints with 
a geometric edge. 

Aii on piain white 
or piain biack fabric, 
they're perfect 
for making a 
statement without 
actuaiiy having 
to say anything. 
northeast.jp 


Threadless 

A iong-standing 
option for smart 
T-shirts, "nireadiess 
takes submissions 
from iiiustrators 
across the worid and 
prints the ones that 
get the most upvotes. 
Because it's in the 
US you'ii have to pay 
import duty, so it's 
worth buying in buik 
or seeing if the shirt 
you want is on the 
UK-based tizarre.com 
threadless.com 


Worn Free 

For maximum 
rock'n'roii cred, 
these iicensed 
shirts pay homage 
to weii-ioved bands 
and musicians from 
Miies Davis to Debbie 
Fiarry. There are aiso 
designs worn by rock 
idois, so you can 
mimic their styie. Of 
course, whether you 
do that sincereiy or 
ironicaiiy is entireiy 
up to you. 
wornfree.co.uk 


Insert Coin 

if you iike to be 
identifiabieasa 
game geek, but oniy 
to other game geeks, 
head to this arcade 
of gaming-reiated 
ciothing. From 
Assassin’s Creed 
to Metal Gear Solid 
and beyond, it offers 
T-shirts and other 
ephemera that 
reference ciassic 
games without 
shouting about it. 
insertcoinclothing.com 


t 



Gdollarshirts 

As you might expect, 

: this site offers 
: six-doiiar T-shirts 
(though you'ii pay 
a bit extra once 
deiivery and import 
duty are added), it's 
■ home to a cornucopia 
of different T-shirt 
genres inciuding 
one-iinegags,fiim 
^ references and 
: internet memes. 

, Much good iooks. 

So trend. Do want. 
6doiiarshirts.com 
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spreadshirt.co.uk 

Upload your own designs 
to this T -shirt store and 
it’ll put them on its virtual 
racks for other people to 
peruse and buy. Here’s 
howto do it: 

Choose your design. 

Already got one 
ready to go? Just pick 


your T -shirt style and 







C^TEGO;!f 



upload the image to 
Spreadshirt’s ‘Create’ 
section. If you’re more 
of a wordsmith, try 
a less involved design 
using its text box. 


If you’re going the 
graphical route, bold 
designs with a limited 
colour palette are a 


Dumptackle 

Rugby fan? It could 
be worth popping 
here to get yourself 
some new threads 
in time for the World 
Cup in September. 
With loads of 
rugby-referencing 
designs ranging from 
the casual nod to 
hardcore fandom, 
there should be 
something to fit your 
level of zeal as well 
as your beer gut. 
dumptackle.com 


T-Lab 

Not the Tetley's R&D 
centre, but the online 
home of motoring- 
related threads. 

Some of the most 
subtle offerings are 
the best - the one 
pictured refers to the 
high-speed bend at 
the end of the back 
straight at Suzuka. If 
you've got a favourite 
track, event or car, 
come here and get 
it on your chest, 
t-lab.eu 


Last Exit 
To Nowhere 

It's always better 
if you can lead your 
audience to the point 
without spelling it 
out. Each of Last 
Exit To Nowhere's 
offerings features a 
beautifully obscure 
reference to a classic 
film that will only 
be appreciated by 
people who don't 
talk until the credits 
are rolling. 

lastexittonowhere.com 


Whitstable 
T-Shirt Company 

While a close-fitting 
outfit with familiar 
logos will quickly 
alert people to 
a 'serious' cyclist 
on the road, suitable 
off-bike apparel can 
be harder to come 
by. This comfy 
casualwear brand 
helps rou/eurs show 
their colours with 
subtle pride, 
whitstabletshirt 
company.co.uk 


good choice, so crack 
out your best software 
- Adobe Illustrator 
(from £8/month, 
creative.adobe.com) 
is ideal - and get to it. 

Upload your design, 

set your price and 
start promoting your 
new range of apparel. 

But be warned: if you 
can’t persuade any of 
your friends to buy it 
by filling their Facebook 
news feeds with links to 
your shop, T -shirt design 
may not be your new 
career. Good luck! 
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MOTORCYCLES 




Jon Urry explains why, in defiance of ail 
practicality (and basic maths), two wheels 
are still twice as good as four 


I t might not be a scientifically 
credible theory, but there 
surely is a motorcycling gene. 
If you see a bike and consider 
the negatives (lack of boot 
space, having to faff about with 
a helmet.,.), then you'd best stick 
to the monotony of a car and 
crank up Radio 2. But if you see 
a bike and it stirs an emotion, 
makes you smile or even sends 
a strange tingle to your nether 
regions, then now is a great time 
to take to two wheels. 

I started kicking around on 
bikes when I was too young to 
be on the road, charging around 


fields on a Honda C90 scooter 
(the best-selling motorcycle in 
the world) that I bought as an 
MOT failure from an old lady in 
the village. I often look on eBay 
as I'd love another C90 in my 
garage, but such is the power of 
nostalgia, prices have rocketed... 
which makes me wish I hadn't 
destroyed mine in a fledgling 
Evel Knievel incident. 

I'll admit it, during those early 
years I fell off quite a lot and I've 
got the scars to show for it. But 
that was all part of the learning 
experience, and if you can't take 
a few bumps and bruises then 


bikes might not be for you. Stick 
with it, though, and you'll find 
that modern models are light 
years ahead of what your dad 
used to ride about on. 

At the moment, two different 
strains of motorcycle design 
are emerging. Bikes are going 
through an electronic revolution 
that is pushing performance 
boundaries, and a styling 
transformation that's bringing 
them back to the vintage years. 
It's a wonderful yin-and-yang 
situation that is seeing 200hp 
motorcycles with MotoGP-spec 
electronic systems lining up in 


showrooms alongside bikes 
with air-cooled engines and 
1970s influences. 

These electronics are 
providing a safety net that's 
allowing sporty riders to explore 
performance limits like never 
before, while the retro bikes are 
bringing biking back to the basic 
enjoyment of feeling the wind 
on your face. 

Bikes are cool again, and even 
Dr Who has been seen hurtling 
down the Shard on a Triumph 
Scrambler. If two-wheelers 
are more tempting than a Tardis, 
they must be pretty special... 


lARGDN 

BUSTER 


■ ; ^nRT.: 

Think race bikes with 
iights. if you want to go 
fast on the road or track, 
these are buiit with oniy 
performance in mind. 
The Yamaha YZF-RIM 
opposite is a prime 
exampie, but see aiso 
the Kawasaki ZX-10R 
and Ducati1299 Panigaie. 


Buiit to withstand 
anything thrown at 
them, adventure bikes 
are designed to be the 
Land Rovers of the 
two-wheeied worid. 
The BMW R 1200 GS 
defines the genre. 


Offering sportsbike 
performance without 
thepiasticpaneis, 
super nakeds are fast 
and comfortabie. The 
maddest of the bunch 
istheApriiiaTuono. 


Harking back to the 
’60s and ’70s, retro bikes 
are aii about styieand 
combine oid-schooi 
iooks with modern 
reiiabiiity. The Triumph 
Bonneviiie is about as 
retro as it gets. 



KTM 125 DUKE 

With the average age of motorcyclists 
gradually increasing, there was a real fear 
within the industry about the lack of 
interest from fresher-faced riders. The 
Duke changed all this. Designed to appeal 
directly to the X Games generation, it can be 
ridden by 17-year-olds on a provisional 
licence and proved that, if you build a 
high-quality two-wheeler that looks 
cool, younger riders will start saddling up. 
Since its launch in 2013, the 125 Duke has 
been Europe's best-selling two-wheeler. 
With ABS and a lightweight frame, it's 
a brilliant entry to motorcycling. 

£4000 ktm.com 


□UEATI SCRAMBLER lEDN 


Hipster culture has found its way into 
motorcycling, and manufacturers are 
building bikes to appeal to a new breed 
of cafe racer fans. The Ducati Scrambler 
is designed to mimic the old-fashioned 
look of a 1970s bike, but the resemblance 
is purely cosmetic: its air-cooled engine 
is a modern unit and the handling is 
bang up to date. If you want old-school 
cool, you are currently spoilt for choice 
with Royal Enfield, Moto Guzzi, Triumph 
and Kawasaki all making lightweight, 
great-looking, rider-friendly options. 

This is the pick of the bunch. 

£6995 scramblerducati.com 
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silverstone.co.uk 


ace-cafe-london.com 
■ 1 + 


YAMAHA YZF-RIM 


The tech and performance packed into a 
modern sportsbike is mindbiowing. The R1M 
makes 200hp and weighs 200kg, which is oniy 
just shy of the power-to-weight ratio of an 
F1 car. Under the fairing, three gyroscopes 
feed data 125 times a second to an onboard 
computer; this caicuiates the bike's exact 
position in space and uses it to controi an 
array of eiectronic systems that inciude 
traction controi, wheeiie controi, ABS and 
semi-active suspension. Aii this gives 
mere mortais the abiiity to harness what 
is basicaiiy a MotoGP bike with indicators... 
and aii for iess than the cost of a famiiy car. 
£18500 yamaha-motor.eu 


GET 

INSPIRED 


THE EVENT 


MotoGP is the FI of 
motorcycling, where 
you'll find the world’s 
best riders. Nine-times 
champion Valentino 
Rossi is the fans’ 
favourite, reigning 
champion Marc 
Marquez the latest 
riding sensation. The 
action takes place on 
28-30 August._ 


THE LDEATIDN 


Located on the North 
Circular, the famous 
Ace Cafe has been 
the hub of the London 
bike scene for over 
half a century and 
remains as popular 
as ever. It hosts 
events most nights 
of the week and is 
a must-go location 
for any petrolhead. 


THE EILM 

INDA^ 

One of the best 
motorcycling films 
ever made, this Steve 
McQueen-backed 
documentary follows 
and contrasts the 
lives of different 
types of bikers, from 
motocross obsessives 
to desert racers. The 
original was filmed 
in 1971 but On Any 
Sunday: The Next 
Chapter has just been 
released and includes 
a mix of current h 

MotoGP stars. I 


[ Pictures RGB Digital ] 
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5 1 REAWESOMISE.. 


Y©IUR hl©LIDA¥ LU©© 


The route to summer bliss is littered with dangerous potholes that can derail 
an unprepared adventurer's plans in moments. Justin Mahboubian Jones 
cherry-picks the latest and best tech solutions to yesterday's vacation woes 




IS Get 
mm better- 
smelling sound 


Dodge 
the rain 

MaStrum 

Packable Rain Tunic 

We cling to the hope 
that our holidays 
will be a festival of 
sunshine, but the 
UK weather is rather 
prone to indecision. 
Make sure you avoid 
getting soggy with 
this ennergency 
water-resistant 
jacket, which packs 
down neatly into a 
pocket in the back 
of its foil-backed 
reverse face. 

£200/ 

mastrum.com 


UrbanEars Humian 

Taking £300 noise- 
cancellers on your 
beach holiday can 
only end in sandy 
tears. For more 
adventurous trips 
we suggest these 
budget stand-ins, 
which are capable 
of taking a battering 
in your luggage and 
have washable ear 
cushions so you can 
refresh them after 
your morning 
seasidejogs. 

£40 / urbanears.com 



Engage 
your 
super-vision 

Nikon Aculon 
W10 8x21 

Whether you're 
spotting wildebeest 
or looking for the 
beach bar, a pair of 
hawk eyes is handy. 
Tiese rubber-coated 
binoculars are 
waterproof to one 
metre and provide 
8x magnification 
with a wide-ish 
field of view, making 
them equally useful 
for watching sport. 
£65/ 

microglobe.co.uk 


PI Carry a 
■■ camera 
obscurer 

Grumpier Private 
Surprise 

It's generally not 
wise to advertise 
that you're carrying 
a new £500 DSLR 
full of irreplaceable 
digital memories. 
This discreet camera 
bag will keep your 
camera secretly 
stashed in its lower 
compartment, while 
simultaneously 
cradling yourlOin 
tablet in the padded 
divider above. 
€80/crumpler.eu 


Win the 
bag war 

Rimowa Topas 
Multi Cabinwheel 

The fight for overhead 
locker space takes 
no prisoners, so 
make sure your 
luggage is armour- 
plated. Tianks to its 
sturdy aluminium- 
magnesium shell, 
this 45-litre case 
is the Rasputin 
of carry-ons. Its 
smooth-running 
wheels also move in 
all directions to give 
you a tranquil glide 
through the terminal. 
£630 / rimowa.com 
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Some excitingly 
techy suitcases have 
been spotted on the 
crowdfunding carousel 
recently. Bluesmart 
(€330, bluesmart.com) 
and Trunkster ($325, 
trunkster.co) both 
promise built-in scales, 
GPS tracking and USB 
gadget-charging. 

Bluesmart also 
includes a digital lock 
controlled by your 
smartphone, with 
Trunkster opting for a 
zipperless rolltop door 
that apparently offers 
enhanced ruggedness 



“H 

and security. Sadly, 
neither will be available 
in time for this year’s 
holiday season, with 
Bluesmart shipping in 
December and Trunkster 
in the autumn. 

Oh well, just think 
how sci-fi holiday '16 
is going to be... 


Pocket 

some 

jumpleads 


Cobra JumPack 

Whether you're 
nursing a sickly hire 
car or exploring the 
back country, it's hard 
to imagine a more 
useful pocket charger 
than the JumPack. 
With a 400A peak 
current, it packs 
enough power to 
jumpstart most cars 
several times. And 
it's also a 7500mAh 
battery for re-juicing 
your gadgets as well 
as an LED flashlight. 
£90 / cobra.com 


I Take your 
iWi-Fi 


with you 


Satechi Smart 
Travel Router 

Because hotel Wi-Fi 
is often about as 
powerful as a moth's 
handshake, this crafty 
power adapter also 
incorporates its own 
wireless router. Plug 
in the hotel Ethernet 
cable and you'll have 
a fast, private network 
for web browsing, 
Skype calls, and 
even (if you also take 
a Chromecast) a spot 
of foreign Netflix. 

£35 / satechi.net 


Keep your 
charging 
cable alive 

Le Cord 

Yes, that is a hilarious 
amount to pay for a 
Lightning cable, even 
by Apple's standards, 
and yes, it does 
come with a 
pretentious name 
(one colour is called 
‘broken ocean'). It 
does come with a 
textile sheath that's 
much tougher than 
your standard cable, 
though, and it goes 
nicely with your 
choice of swimwear, 
from €55 / lecord.se 


ETSIbb 

wkd secretly 
seaworthy 


Animal Herman 
Boardshorts 

Watersports 
opportunities can 
arise unexpectedly 
on holiday. Instead 
of carrying an 
emergency pair of 
swimshorts, wear 
these all-rounders 
instead. Tiey look 
like ‘walkshorts'for 
landlubbers but are 
actually quick- 
drying performance 
boardshorts made 
from stretch fabrics. 
£50 / animal.co.uk 
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ALWAYS ON CALL 

facebook.com/joinstuff • (a)stuffTV 
google.comZ+stufftv • stuff(a)haymarket.com 





on stuff .tv and it is obviousiy an 
amazing TV. But is there now, in 
2015, a newer (maybe better) 
version of this modei that 
i shouid buy? Or is sticking to 
the KDL-50W829B the way to 
go? Wouid iove to hear from you. 
Ruben Voortman 


Hi Ruben. This year's teiiies 
are oniy just coming through 
so we haven't found a repiacement 
for the KDL-50W829B yet. There 
undoubtediy wiii be one, and i'm 
sure it wiii be improved in some 
areas, but it's iikeiy that it wiii aiso 
be expensive. So you might want 
to grab one whiie it's stiii avaiiabie 
and heaviiy discounted. 


MAIL OF THE MONTH 


Speak your brains and you could win a 6-month SPOTIFY PREMIUM SUBSCRIPTION iflK CQQf|fw 

This letter wins six months of ad-free, high-quality audio Streaming from Spotify, worth £10/month ^ 





NURSE, THE 
SCREENS! 


Hi Stuff- some heip needed! 
i work from home and have a 
iaptop and separate screen in 
my office, i have aiways used 
another iaptop to run iTunes and 
show photos from an externai 
drive, but this machine has now 
died, i have been iooking around 
for a soiution for around £350 
but understand a Chromebook 
won't work and a Mac is too 
expensive, i've started to iook at 
mini PCs from HP with a dispiay 
switch, but this wouid need a 
separate keyboard and mouse. 
Can i ask for any suggestions, 
piease? Thank you in advance. 
Sean Healey 



Hi Sean. Before we tackie 
the keyboard and mouse 


issue, have you considered 
using a music streaming 
service to iisten to your songs 
oniine? There are pienty of 
options avaiiabie, and they're 
a great way to discover new 
music, if you upioad your 
photos to Googie Drive too, 
then you can access everything 
from your work iaptop without 
actuaiiy storing anything on its 
hard drive. But if you're set on 
the mini PC route, then US$10 
wiii net you some handy 
software caiied Synergy, 
which iets you easiiy share 
your keyboard and mouse 
across different PCs on the 
same network. 

HEAD IN THE CLOUD 

Hi Gadget Doctor, here's a 
nice and easy one for you. i want 



to sign up to a singie cioud 
storage site instead of having 
everything dotted around on 
Dropbox and Googie Drive. 
What's the iargest, most 
reputabie option? 

Gemma 

Give Mega (mega.co.nz) 
a go. Gemma. Not oniy 
it offer an incredibiy 
generous 50GB of space for 
free, but it's aiso buiit with 
security in mind. Everything 
you upioad is encrypted iocaiiy 
and on the server itseif, and 
oniy you can access your fiies 
as you're the soie owner of the 
encryption key. 

MAP MY RIDE 

Hi Stuff i'm going off on 
a European driving hoiiday this 
summer and am trying to find 
a way to use my phone as a 
sat-nav without iaying waste 
to my bank account! !'!! be 
taking the ferry across to 
France and then driving aii 
the way to Turkey, i Just don't 
think Googie Maps wiii support 
saving that huge area offiine. 
Any ideas? 

Cameron Burrows 




does 


□ That's quite the 

undertaking, Cameron 
- congratuiations. You're right, 
there's no way Googie Maps 
wiii iet you cache such a iarge 
area for offiine viewing. Luckiiy, 
Nokia (yes, reaiiy) is here to 
rescue you. its soiid Here Maps 
app (free on Windows Phone, 
iOS and Android) iets you 
downioad maps to use offiine, 
with turn-by-turn voice 
guidance thrown in for good 
measure. Europe wiii make 
a hefty 9GB-ish dent in your 
storage space, so make sure 
you've got enough of it (or 
a microSD card if your phone 
supports it) before you head 
off. Have fun! 
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UTE HACKS 


IF INIOTHING ELSE, M LEAST. 





1 DEMOCRATISE 
YOUR PARTY 
PLAYLIST 1 


Clearly you have the best 
musical taste of anyone at 
your party, but what If your 
guests don't agree? You let 
them vote for the next song.,. 

Download Festify (Efree, 
Windows and Mac) from 
festlfy.com. Enter your Spotify 
Premium username and click 
‘start new party'. 

Now open the browser on your 
phone and type ‘testify. us'. 
Enter your sIx-dIgIt code and 
join the party. You can now 
add songs, and your guests 
can vote for them. 

If it’s all gone a bit Mumford and 

you want to reassert control of 
your party, go to settings, click 
‘show password' and enter this In 
the ‘enter admin mode' section. 
You'll now be able to skip, delete 
and pause tracks. 


2 CONTROL YOUR 
P54 WITH YOUR 
TV REMOTE I 


All you want to do Is watch 
Netfllx, but your PS4 controller 
has naturally run out of Juice or 
gone AWOL. Here's how to use 
your telly remote Instead: 

You need to enable HDMI-CEC 

on your TV. This has a different 
brand name depending on the 
manufacturer. For example, 
Samsung calls it Anynet+ 
and Philips calls it Easylink. 

Once you’ve found out your 
HDMI-CEC equivalent, enable 
it in your TV's settings and in 
the PS4's (‘Settings' > ‘System' 
> ‘Enable HDMI Device Link'). 

You’ll now be able to use your 
TV remote's directional pad to 
browse your Netfllx queue. If 
you're watching telly, a press 
of your controller's ‘PS' button 
will now also take you straight 
to your PS4. 


3G00NAI 
SMARTPHONE 
DIET I 


You and your Android phone are 
best buddies, but sometimes 
you need to know when to 
unplug and maintain your other 
tech friendships. Let's introduce 
some QualityTime: 

Download QualityTime (Efree, 
Android). On its own this app 
will give you breakdowns of how 
long you're spending in each app, 
brutally exposing the extent of 
your Trivia Crack addiction. 

Now go to ifttt.com/qualitytime 

and activate the QualityTime 
channel. This will give you access 
to various recipes, such as 
logging excessive smartphone 
binges on a Google Spreadsheet 
or Calendar. 

To treat hardcore addiction 

set up a trigger, such as a 
notification when you exceed 
your daily time ration. 




TUNE IN NEXT MONTH TO... 

• Build your own Nest thermostat • Survive (and maybe even 
enjoy) a wild camping trip • Cook up a truly smokin’ barbecue 








WIN ALPINE CAR TECH, VIRGIN STADIUM 
TOURS AND AN ADIDAS SMART BALL 


The skills, the goals, the Turin tears in 1990... Paul 
Gascoigne’s story is like something out of a film. 
And whaddaya know - now, exactly 25 years after 
the time England came so close to World Cup glory, 
it is something out of a film. That film is Gascoigne, 
a stunning feature that tells Paul’s story in his own 
words, and it’s out on 15 June (Blu-ray & DVD). This 
calls for a competition! And here’s the prize: 

An Alpine INE-W925R Advanced Navi Station 
(RRP £999), with a 50/50 display allowing you to 
control sat-nav and in-car entertainment on the 
same screen; an Adidas miCoach Smart Ball from 
Pro-Direct Soccer (£170), with sensors to give you 
instant feedback on your technique; one of three 
bespoke Virgin Experience Days Stadium Tour For 
Two bundles (total value £312), following in Gazza’s 
footsteps at Wembley (£34), White Hart Lane 
(£40) and St James’ Park (£30); and one of 10 DVDs 
of Gascoigne (£10 each). The other two stadium 
tour bundles and nine DVDs go to runners-up. 



HOW TO ENTER 

You'd have to be daft as a brush not to 
enter this one. Just go to stuff .tv/win 
and answer this question: 

WHY DID GASCOIGNE CRY DURING 


SEMI-FINAL? 

A He broke a fingernail 
B He got a yellow card 
that meant he would be 
suspended for the final 
C Lineker stole his teddy 


Terms & conditions 1 0pen to UK residents aged 18 or over, 

2 Entries dose 11,59pm, 8 Juiy 2015, 3 Prizes are as stated, 

4 Prizes are non-transferabie, 5 Oniy one entry per person, 

6 For f uii Haymarket terms & conditions see www, stuff .tv/iegai 
Promoter; Haymarket Media Group, Teddington, Middx TW11 9BE 
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OF EVERYTHING 

Smartphones 

120 

Tablets 

121 

Hi-fi & streaming 

122 

Headphones 

124 

Home cinema 

126 

Blu-ray, speaker systems, PVRs etc 

TVs 

127 

Wearables 


& smarthome 

128 

Cameras 

129 

Home computers 


& games machines 

130 

Laptops 

132 




120 SMARTPHONES 



Samsung Galaxy S6 

This is a new era for Samsung, with a smart upgrade that fixes not just things 
that were amiss in the Gaiaxy S5, but things that have piagued them for years. 
No piastic here: its front and back are super-tough Goriiia Giass 4, its sides 
aiuminium. in terms of ergonomics and speaker quaiity, HTC stiii wins, but oniy 
Just. And in the more important areas of camera performance, screen tech and 
raw power, the Gaiaxy S6 trampies its rivai. We Just wish it had a microSD siot. 


STUFF SAYS 
Samsung has proven Its 
critics wrong - the Galaxy 
S6 Is the new benchmark 
for flagship phones 

★★★★★ 



4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 



Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge 

The Edge, with its wraparound screen, is the uitimate money-no-object phone, it's 
techier and beefier than its brother, but it's aiso a good deai pricier, its curvy USP 
may be more about styie than anything eise, but come on, it's pretty darned cooi. 

from £695 

★★★★★ 

CUTTING-EDGE 

GADGETEERS 

LG G4 

The ieather-ciad LG G4 is a treat for those who want something that iooks and feeis 
a bit different, its camera is incredibiy powerfui, giving you aimost as much controi as 
a DSLR, and the iarge screen is briiiiant... but the battery iife hoids it back from the top. 

£530 

★★★★★ 


HTC One M9 

This year's HTC One is not a fuii-on revoiution, but it is a carefui, considered refinement 
of one of the best phones ever, packing high-end specs into a premium design. The 
switch to a megapixei main camera resuits in beautifuiiy detaiied daytime shots. 

£500 

★★★★★ 


Motorola Moto X 

Smart, fast and niceiy crafted, the Moto X is packed with ciever software that 
organises your iife without feeiing intrusive, and the briiiiant Moto Maker service 
aiiows you to buiid a genuineiy personaiised smartphone in wood, piastic or ieather. 

from £260 
★★★★★ 


LGG3 

There's bareiy a singie thing wrong with the G3... and so, so much that's right. 

Upgrades range from sieeker back buttons to the bigger, better 2K screen and 
iaser-assisted camera. And it stiii iasts 15 hours. How do they do it? 

£265 

★★★★★ 


Apple IPhone 6 

With its siim, deepiy attractive buiid and software overhaui, the iPhone 6 is the 
freshest-feeiing iPhone in years, its iarger screen is big enough to be a usefui 
improvement, with gorgeous coiours, and this is Appie's best ever battery. 

from £505 
★★★★★ 


Sony Xperla Z3 Compact 

This is, without a shadow of a doubt, the best sub-5in Android phone around. The power 
of a fuii-size f iagship, an exceiient camera and an impressive battery iife are aii crammed 
into a device that's a pieasure to use no matter the size of your digits, impressive stuff. 

£280 

★★★★★ 

DAINTY HANDS 

Samsung Galaxy Note 4 

Samsung was first at the phabiet game, and with the Note 4 it's stiii the best. The ace 
camera, Muiti Window feature and pressure-sensitive S Pen make proper use of the 
extra screen reai estate. Pius, it has the iongest battery iife of any 2K phone we've tested. 

£450 

★★★★★ 


Motorola Moto G 

Googie sprinkied some magicai Nexus dust over this Motoroia biower: the Moto G 
costs a mere £125 yet has a distinctiy non-budget 4.5in 720p screen and quad-core 
processor. Paitry storage and a poor camera count against it - but then again: £125! 

from £125 
★★★★★ 

SMALLER 

BUDGETS 


Q FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR SMARTPHONE BUYING GUIDE, VISIT STUFFTV/TOP-IOS/SMARTPHONES 



See energy sharing 
in a whole New Light 


BioLite 


You have a lot of gadgets to power so why 
trap energy in one device? Introducing the 
BioLite NanoGrid - a portable system of off- 
grid rechargeable lighting and power storage. 

For more information visit BioliteEnergy.com/NanoGri^ 


4400 mAh USB Power Bank 
250 Lumen Torch 
200 Lumen Lantern 
300 Lumen String Lights 


• Prices quoted are for handset only unless otherwise stated 
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Apple iPad Air 2 


STUFF SAYS 


The iPad Air didn't really need to be thinner, but that doesn't mean 6.1mm isn't 
mighty impressive. This combines with reassuring weight and impeccable build 
quality to make this the most desirable tab on the planet. While the display is the 
same Retina resolution as before, clever screen tech brings the pixels closer to 
the surface, and the whole experience is even faster than before thanks to the 
new ASX chip. Basically it's the best tablet in the world made even better. 


Thinner, lighter and mightier: 
Apple’s Iron-fisted reign at 
the top of the tablet charts 
continues unabated 

:4ui ★★★★★ 


Apple IPad Mini 2 With Retina Display 

The iPad Mini 3 is newer but all it adds is Touch ID. The good news is that the Mini 2 is 
now down to £240, which is frankly bargain-tastic. That's why the 'old' model stays in 
our Top 10 - if you're after a mini-tablet of real quality, your choice has just got easier. 

from £240 
★★★★★ 


Samsung Galaxy Tab S 10.5 

Samsung has blessed the Galaxy Tab with one of the best tablet screens we've ever 
j laid eyes on, plus an impressive camera and some incredible stamina - but there are 
performance niggles and Apple's tablet app selection is still far superior. 

£315 

★★★★★ 


■aaaigiisl 

MAGAZINES 

AND MOVIES 

1 Tesco Hudl 2 

1 At this price, the Hudl 2 has far more tech rammed into its 9.85mm-thick body than 

1 you'd ever expect. It has a Full HD screen, and its 273ppi display offers the sharpest 
of images. This is a Jaw-dropping bargain, as long as you can put up with Tesco bloat. 

£95 

★★★★★ 


. Microsoft Surface Pro 3 

f At last, Microsoft has delivered on the promise of the tablet-cum-laptop hybrid. 

L It proves there's space in the world for a design that's more productive than an 
iPad or Galaxy Note, but easier to hump around than a traditional laptop. 

from £640 
★★★★★ 

WORKING 

ANYWHERE 

■ Asus Transformer Book T100 

V A stonkingly affordable tabtop with raw power, a neat design and great battery life - 
'■ perfect for Office on the go, thanks to Intel's new Baytrail CPU. The 1366x768 screen 
is a good 'un too, with crisp text, great contrast and colours that pop. 

£285 

★★★★★ 


Google Nexus 9 

The design isn't as pristine, but this is a real Android contender to rival the iPads. You get 
the new Android 5.0 Lollipop software, bags of power and a super-sharp display. With 

12 hours of video play and two front-facing speakers, it'll be a great film buddy. 

£280 


Sony Xperia Z3 Tablet Compact 

^ A slim, light and reliable couch or commute companion, with a screen that looks brilliant 
despite being 'only' Full HD. The waterproofing may sway people away from choosing 
an iPad Mini and every gamer's eyes will light up at the mention of PS4 Remote Play. 

£300 

★★★★☆ 


Microsoft Surface 3 

" Microsoft finally nailed the hybrid formula with the Surface Pro 3, and now it's 
^ translated it to this: a smart, ultra-portable design with the benefits of full Windows 

8.1. It's easily the best affordable Surface yet. Just make sure you buy the keyboard. 

£420 

★★★★☆ 


Nvidia Shield Tablet 

1 This really is the ultimate gaming tablet. The Shield's sheer power and gaming smarts 
( are incredible, with a console-quality controller and the option of seamless streaming 
from your PC. All it needs now is more made-for-Shield games... lots more. 

£240 

GAMING 

ON THE GO 


□ FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR TABLET BUYING GUIDE, VISIT WWW.STUFFTV/TOP-IOS/TABLETS 









122 HI-FI & MUSIC STREAMING 




2m 


j 


6?ir 



Sonos multiroom system 

Who needs to drill holes and replaster walls to get a nnultiroonn nnusic system? Not 
you. With the addition of the cracking little Play:1 (£170) Sonos has made it easier 
than ever to start spreading your tunes around. Then maybe hook up a Connect to 
your existing hi-fi and router, and add speakers to a Connect: Amp in another room, 
or a SUB for a bass boost. You1l run out of rooms before you run out of options. For 
a further upgrade, the Arcam rSeries SonLink DAC works a treat with the Connect. 


STUFF SAYS 
Infinite music in every 
room without the need 
for custom installers? 
Sign us up now, please 

★★★★★ 


Naim Mu-so 

£895 for a wireless speaker?! Well yes, but what a wireless speaker it is. Naim 
has ploughed all of its high-end hi-fi experience into delivering a beautifully made, 
great-sounding device with AirPlay, Spotify Connect and aptX Bluetooth all on board. 

£895 

★★★★★ 

ONE-BOX 

WI-FI HI-FI 

Monitor Audio Airstream S200 

It may look a bit like a floppy skyscraper, but the Monitor Audio's Bluetooth-plus-AirPlay 
speaker makes a lot of sense, mostly because it takes up very little shelf/desk/table 
space but makes loads of lovely noise. It's a bit of a steal at £200. 

£200 

★★★★★ 


Cambridge Audio Go 

There are loads of very cheap Bluetooth speakers out there, but we reckon it's worth 
spending that little bit more to get something that's really good - and that's the Go. 

It sounds awesome, it's really nicely built and its battery lasts a massive 18 hours. 

£120 

★★★★★ 

PICNIC PARTIES 

Bluesound multiroom System 

Fancy a bit of Sonos-style multiroom but with better-than-CD-quality sound thrown 
in? You want Bluesound. There are all-in-one speakers, adapters for your existing hi-fi, 
and a Vault that rips and stores all your CDs. All can handle high-resolution audio. 

from £400 
★★★★★ 


Audio Pro Addon T10 

Available in orange, white or black, the Addon T10 is a Bluetooth speaker that also has 
analogue inputs and a USB socket for charging your MP3 player. Sound-wise it's 
punchy and deep, with just a little too much bass. It sounds best in orange, obviously. 

£200 

★★★★★ 


Libratone Zipp 

A fuzzy, cylindrical, colourful AirPlay dock that will deliver detailed, punchy 360° sound 
anywhere at all, thanks to a built-in battery that gives it four hours of outdoor life. Direct 
Wi-Fi skills free you from cables, routers and everything but the boogie. 

£300 

★★★★★ 

ALFRESCO 

PARTIES 

Cambridge Audio Minx Xi 

It might not look all that fancy, but the Minx Xi is like that micro system you had at uni, 
only it gobbles internet music rather than Rage Against The Machine CDs. Just add a 
pair of quality speakers (try Wharfedale Diamond 220s) and you've got a great hi-fi. 

£485 

★★★★★ 


Q Acoustics BT3 

These ultra-versatile Bluetooth speakers have an optical input for waking up the 
audio of your flatscreen TV. The styling is simple and so is the sound - brilliantly 
so, with perfect hi-fi balance and an impressive focus to the stereo image. 

£210 

★★★★★ 


SonyNWZ-ZX1 

This is a premium high-res audio player, and it's the best-sounding portable device 
we've ever heard: you'll notice parts of songs you never knew were there. We're not 
so keen on the high price and lack of expandable storage, though. 

£550 

★★★★☆ 



□ FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR HI-FI BUYING GUIDE, JUMP OVER TO STUFFTV/TOP-10S/HI-FI 
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SONOS 


£299 

Save £39 


2 Rooms 
2 Play :1s 


Special Offer, While Stocks Last 



This promotion oniy appiies to purchases of the 

Sonos “2 room starter set” pack, avaiiabie whiie stocks iast. 


26 STORES NATIONWIDE WWW.SSAV.COM 
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AKG K451 

They've actually been around a little while now, but what put the K451 on-ears 
back on to our radar was an official price drop from £130 to £80, and a real-world 
price of just £50 or less. For that money they're unbeatable - awesomely agile 
and punchy sound wrapped up in a subtly stylish and foldable design. Add both 
standard and three-button control cables for maximising compatibility and 
there's practically no excuse for not getting brilliant sound from your phone. 


STUFF SAYS I 
Fantastic sound and great 
portability at an almost 
unbeatable price: the 
perfect phone upgrade 

£40 ★★★★★ 



Bowers & Wilkins P5 Series 2 

Even the most demanding audio buff would find it hard to fault these - B&W have 
delivered a pair of premium on-ears that look, feel and sound exquisite. You control 
playback and volume with your iPhone, while feeling like a VIP guest at an intimate gig. 


Philips Fidelio M1 Mkll 

Your commute deserves a quality soundtrack, and second-generation Fidelio Ml 
headphones give you precisely that. There's oodles of detail to the sound and 
they punch harder than the Flulk. Beats and their ilk can't touch them. 


£250 

★★★★★ 


£175 

★★★★★ 



SoundMagic BIOS 

This is actually the third version of SoundMagic's awesome, affordable in-ears - not 
that you'd tell by looking. They sound even better, though: a little smoother and more 
refined, with tight, weighty bass. Plus there's now a mic and button for smartphone use. 


SonyMDR-EX650AP 

If you're prepared to pay a little extra for your in-ears, these Sonys are even better 
than the SoundMagics above. The sound is that bit bigger, a little more detailed and 
a little more grown-up, and if you don't like the brass finish there's a silver version. 

Bose QuIetComfort 25 

The best kind of silence is the kind you then fill with sweet, sweet music, and that's 
what the QuietComfort 25s give you. The active noise-cancelling quells office 
hubbub, air-conditioning and aeroplane hum, and delivers cracking sound in its place. 

Philips Fidelio M2BT 

Building on the award-winning M1BT, Philips has added NFC for its new wireless 
Bluetooth headphones and swapped the dark blue design for an understated black 
finish. The smart built-in controls and rich sound performance remain. 



AKGY50 

The bright colour options (they're available in yellow, teal and red, as well as black) 
and massive logo have a slight try-hard feel about them, but the Y50s make up for 
it by sounding loads better than the more 'street' on-ear headphones out there. 


Sol Republic Master Tracks 

Really tough things are usually really ugly, which is why the lovely styling of the 
“virtually indestructible" Master Tracks headphones is so refreshing. Loud, punchy, 
fast and controlled, the sound is Just as attractive as the design. Worth every penny. 

Sennheiser Momentum 

Classily styled, cushion-comfortable and smooth-sounding, the Momentums are 
the perfect over-ears for the dapper man about town. There's also an on-ear version, 
smaller and cheaper at £100, available in pink, blue, green, brown and, um, 'ivory'. 


£40 

★★★★★ 


£60 

★★★★★ 


£250 

★★★★★ 


£200 

★★★★★ 


£50 

★★★★★ 


£90 

★★★★★ 


£180 

★★★★★ 


SHUTTING OUT 
THE WORLD 


GREAT SOUND 
WITH NO WIRES 


Q FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR HEADPHONE BUYING GUIDE, VISIT STUFFTV/TOP-IOS/HEADPHONES 
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SMART 


LUXURY 
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Smart luxury is a selection of products that offer just 
that little bit extra: flawless performance, elegant design, 
dynamic technology - or a combination of them all. 


NOW WITH 


NAPSTER 




BLUESOUND 

BLUESOUND IS A 24-BIT NATIVE, PURE DIGITAL WIRELESS 
STREAMING MUSIC SYSTEM 


Even 1 6-bit CDs have only about half of the audio spectrum that the master recording 
holds and that’s a whole lot more than MP3s have left in them. With more than a decade 
of compressed audio piping through earbud headphones and cheap dock players, the 
time has come. The portable players we all love have created a new way of listening to 
music, but there hasn’t really been much there to hear. Until now. Enter true 24-bit HD 
digital audio. 


A sound experience like no other. Because it’s engineered like no other 


Prices from £399 



WWCTHhFI?! 






(^SpQtityj~@^ 


NAIM MU-SO 

WIRELESS MUSIC SYSTEM 


Through its advanced connectivity, mu-so will unleash your digital music, wherever it’s 
stored. And it’s so easy to set up and use that you’ll find yourself listening to and enjoying your 
favourite artists more than ever before. 

Combining Naim’s expertise in streaming, amplification and loudspeaker technology. Mu-so 
is the stage your music deserves, bringing you closer to the songs that inspire your life. 

£895 


PODSPEAKERS 



GLOSS GLOSS GLOSS 

RED BLACK WHITE 


OSIUttDDth' 


NEW 


MINIPOD 

BLUETOOTH 


BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS 


Based on the timeless Podspeakers 
design, the addition of premium apt-X 
Bluetooth connectivity makes the 
MiniPod Bluetooth a great addition to 
the iconic Podspeakers range. These 
active stereo speakers also include 
minijack, USB and optical inputs and 
a 192 kHz 24-bit DAC. 

£499 


SENNHEISER 
MOMENTUM WIRELESS 



NEW 



Peak performance with active noise 
cancelation. Sennheiser’s new 
MOMENTUM Wireless - Closed 
circumaural headphone feature 
Bluetooth wireless technology 
and NoiseCard Hybrid active 
noise cancelation impedances. 
MOMENTUM Wireless can also be 
operated with a detachable cable, just 
like any conventional headphones. 

£379.99 


GWuStMtll' 


OVER-EAR HEADPHONES 


ADVERT VALID UNTIL 01/07/2015. E&OE 

SOME BRANDS ARE NOT AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. 




BOWERS & WILKINS T7 

PORTABLE BLUETOOTH SPEAKER 

Perfectly sized for bedrooms, kitchens and gardens, 

T7 is B&W’s most portable, versatile wireless system 
yet. And with its rechargeable battery giving up to 
18 hours of charge, you can bring great sound 
to places other speakers can’t reach 

£299.95 

Issue 1 


Sign up today for our 
free digital magazine 

www.ssav.com/select 


NEW 


S Oiuetooth 


click& collect available 


26 STORES NATIONWIDE WWW.SSAV.COM 
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Sky+HD 

The new Sky boxes conne with built-in Wi-Fi, to make it easier to access 
on-demand programming, of which there's now more than ever, including 
pre-release blockbuster films. There's now a 2TB drive available that, with more 
than 65 channels of FID, might well be worth the outlay. On the move, the Sky Go 
app is supremely slick. But the most important thing is this: Sky has more movie, 
TV and sport content - and more of it is unique - than any other service. 


STUFF SAYS 

The only choice for serious 

TV, movie or sport addicts 


from £free 
+ £2150/month 

★★★★★ 


Sony BDV-N5200 

A whole (home) cinema (minus a telly) in one box? That's the Sony BDV-N5200. 
A Netf lix-toting Blu-ray player, an amplifier, five speakers and a subwoofer, all for 
a lot less than an iPhone 6. There's even a wireless adapter for the rear speakers. 


Sonos Playbar 

A characteristically Sonos take on the soundbar, the Playbar hooks up to your TV via its 
single optical input and fills your room with a big, detailed sound. And as with all Sonos 
kit, it can stream your own music files, Spotify and more as part of a multiroom system. 



SonyBDP-S7200 

Sure, you can pick up a Blu-ray player for just £50 these days, but if you're serious about 
your movies then you want to make sure they look and sound crisper than a Kettle Chip. 
That's where the S7200 comes in. It even throws Netf lix and iPlayer into the bargain. 


£355 

★★★★★ 


£600 

★★★★★ 


£180 

★★★★★ 


STREAMING 

MUSIC 


5 

6 


Yamaha YSP-2500 

If your only requirement for a soundbar is that it should sound better than your telly, 
almost any will do; but if you want one that will fool your ears into thinking they're 
surrounded by actual speakers, you want the amazingly clever Yamaha YSP-2500. 



Virgin TiVo 

Flardware-wise, the taste-learning TiVo is a Sky+FID-beater, but it loses out on 
content. Mind you, subscribers to the 'XL' package now have free access to all the 
BT Sport channels: Premier League football, MotoGP and more, in lovely FID. 


BenQWMOO 

What's better than Inception? Inception on a 300in screen, that's what. Flow do you get 
a 300in screen in your house? You buy the BenQ W1400. If your lounge isn't quite that 
big it can also project an 84in image from Just 2m away. Try finding an 84in TV for £850. 



Humax DTR-T2000 

Building on the success of the DTR-T1010, Flumax has treated us with a more refined 
version of their suscription-f ree You View box. This faster and more compact device has 
a huge variety of catch-up offerings for your sofa-time, but there's still no sign of Wi-Fi. 

Panasonic DMP-BDT700 

The BDT700 is the Blu-ray player for the most serious of serious home cinema buffs. 

It's all high-end materials, sound-enhancing dampening and 4K-upscaling video circuits. 
But yeah, it'll also stream Vonnpire D/'or/esfrom Netflix if that's more your kind of thing. 


Sony BDP-S5200 

There's no display, it looks a bit cheap and its remote is a bit naff, but this dinky Blu-ray 
player offers a lot of bang for very few bucks. For the money you get a very good 
picture, 3D (if you're still into that), Wi-Fi and plenty of on-demand apps. Bargain. 


£550 

★★★★★ 


from £f ree 

- £24/month 

★★★★★ 


£850 

★★★★★ 


£175 

★★★★★ 


£400 

★★★★★ 


£85 

★★★★★ 
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LG 55EG960V 

We knew that one day OLED and 4K would be joined in holy matrimony, and 
that the results would be rather special. That day is now upon us and ‘special' 
doesn't quite do it Justice. This 55in LG is the new pinnacle of TV tech and 
performance, combining the unbelievable colours, contrast and brightness 
of OLED with the super-sharp, ultra-detailed images of 4K to create a picture 
that's more real and enticing than looking out of the window. 


STUFF SAYS 
It’s mighty pricey, but 
If you’re after the finest 
ftastcreen known to man, 
this Is currently It 

£3800 ★★★★★ 
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LG 55EC930V 

Not everyone's got £4000 to blow on a flatscreen, and if you have to choose between 
OLED and 4K it's OLED we'd take right now. The awesome colours, super-deep blacks 
and amazing contrast will make everything you already watch look extra-amazing. 

from 

£2000 

★★★★★ 


9 


Samsung UE65JU7000 

If you're going to go 4K, best do it big. Samsung's latest 65in Ultra HD offering is a 
beauty with the screen on or off, and the open-source Tizen Ul is very snazzy. The 
processor and inputs are still in a separate little unit than can be upgraded in the future. 

£2750 

★★★★★ 


Bi 


Samsung UE55HU7500 

This 55in 4Ker will be replaced in the near future, which means there are some tasty 
deals around right now. It's a mighty fine telly, too, with all of the usual Samsung smart 
whizzbang (albeit without the new Tizen Ul) and all the lovely detail of Ultra HD. 

from 

£1450 

★★★★★ 


- 


Sony KDL-50W829B 

4K a bit too new-fangled (or pricey) for you? How about a 50in edge-lit LED LCD with 
all of Sony's smart features for well under a grand? It's not even like picture quality's 
been sacrificed - this is an absolute corker of a telly in every way. 

£680 

★★★★★ 


i 

AFFORDABLE 

BRILLIANCE 

m 

m 


Samsung UE46F7000 

The 46in L7000 might Just be the sweetest spot in Samsung's current range - the 
same spectacular performance as the F8000 series but without the show-off 
design. Great picture quality and slick online functionality in one box. 

£1380 

★★★★★ 


Sony KDL-32W706B 

There's nothing wrong with sticking with a smaller TV, but you should still make sure 
you pick a good 'un. This 32in Sony is the best, in terms of both picture performance 
and features, which include 1080p resolution and all the smart stuff you can handle. 

£300 

★★★★☆ 

A SMALLER 
SCREEN 

Sony KD-55X8505B 

If you want to Jump on the 4K bandwagon with Sony you could go for the wedge-shaped 
X9, which is great, but we'd suggest that this slimmer, less intrusive 'entry-level' 
55-incher is an even better buy. It's still got all the smart stuff and great performance. 

£1300 


m 


LG 42LB700V 

The performance is very good, but what makes this 42in LG really special is its webOS 
user interface, which treats all sources, apps, recordings and live broadcasts equally, 
getting you to the content you want to watch quicker. And isn't that what a TV is for? 

£500 

★★★★☆ 

m 


Panasonic TX-42AS500B 

It's not the prettiest, it's not the smartest, and with Just two HDMI inputs it's not the 
most connected TV about, but there's a really simple, intuitive OS pulling the strings 
here - and a performance that's very strong given the price and 42in size. 

£350 

★★★★☆ 



Q FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR TV BUYING GUIDE, NAVIGATE TO STUFFTV/TOP-IOS/TVS 
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EARABLES 



Apple Watch 

Apple's Watch is by no means the first smartwatch, but it is the most desirable. 

It's more luxurious (and yes, more expensive) than its rivals, its software is better 
thought out, and in the coming months you'll see an explosion of new apps for it. 

from £300 
★★★★★ 

TECH YOU 

WANT TO WEAR 


Pebble Steel 

The Steel keeps the straightforward looks, crisp display and five-day battery life 
that helped the standard Pebble win our hearts. But it holds more RAM, apps and 
customisable faces, and swaps the plastic for a stylish metal suit. 

from £150 
★★★★★ 

BATTERY LIFE 

roi 

FItbit Flex 

The Flex delivers all of Fitbit's activity-tracking smarts but in a form factor that's less 
fiddly than its belt-clip counterparts. The tiny module fits in Bluetooth, NFC, a buzzer 
and an LED display. See also the Fitbit Charge, with numeric display, for a few quid more. 

£60 

★★★★★ 



Jawbone UP24 

With Bluetooth for hassle-free syncing, the stylish UP24 is worth the extra £30 over 
the Jawbone UP. The app introduces new challenges and tracks your sleep patterns. 

It will also gently nudge you, if you're lazing around, to get back on the move. 

£80 

★★★★★ 


9 

Motorola Moto 360 

With its circular design, this is a smartwatch that's actually a smart watch. The Moto 
360's our favourite and most comfortable Android Wear watch so far, but its battery 
life might make you anxious and it's a few specs short of brilliance. 

£165 

★★★★★ 
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Nest Learning Thermostat 

\ Nest has a smart design paired with a ton of features to control your heating in style. 
f We recommend making use of its IFTTT channel: it offers map-based geofencing, 
or you can fire up the boiler with a text. There's even voice control via Google Now. 

£250 (with 
installation) 

★★★★★ 

f Philips Hue 

Pair these smart LED bulbs with ‘recipes' on ifttt.com - set them to change colour 
with the weather or when it's time to run for the train. They also tie in with Philips' 
own Ambilight TVs, casting the colours from the screen across your entire room.. 

from £50 
★★★★☆ 

Roku Streaming Stick 

‘Streaming Stick' tells you all you need to know, really: it's a stick, and it streams. 
f It streams plenty - Netflix, iPlayer, Spotify, Sky Now and Sky Go to name a few. 

1 And unlike Chromecast, it's also a dab hand with your own video and music files. 

£40 

f Google Chromecast 

' This USB memory-stick-sized cord-cutter is compatible with Netflix, YouTube, 

Google Play movies and BBC iPlayer: a cheap, simple way of getting web-sourced 
movies and shows onto your living-room TV. 

£30 

★★★★☆ 

1 Synology DS214se 

1 Within this entry-level hardware beats the best NAS (network attached storage) 

1 software yet. Not gorgeous to look at, but at least it's small and easy to hide away. 

1 If you're new to the NAS party, the DS214se is the cheapest way to get onboard. 

£115 


BACKUP AND 
STREAMING 
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Olympus OM-D E-MI 

The Olympus flagship is armed with the same excellent 16.3MP sensor as its 
predecessor the E-M5, but has an improved autofocus system, a startlingly good 
electronic viewfinder and masses of direct controls. Also look out for the E-MIO. 

£650 

(body only) 

★★★★★ 


Canon EOS 700D 

Look, it's a new Canon at No2. No, wait, it's the old one. Actually, it's kind of both. The 
700D is a minor upgrade over the 650D, keeping its 18MP sensor, flip-out touchscreen 
and autofocus during video and adding little beyond a new kit lens. Still great, though. 

£310 

(body only) 

★★★★★ 

ALL-ROUND 

VALUE 

Sony A6000 

Sony's new system camera may be tiny but it packs a big photographic punch. There 
may be no optical image stabilisation but the incredible speed and accuracy of the 
A6000's autofocus is a real highlight, as is its large, clear electronic viewfinder. 

£370 

(body only) 

★★★★★ 


Nikon D750 

It's big and bulky, but otherwise this is one of the most comfortable and intuitive 

DSLRs money can buy. And with a handy tilt screen and some wireless connectivity 
features, there's none of the purist snootiness that we saw in the D810. 

£1300 

(body only) 

★★★★★ 


Sony A7R 

We love this camera. It's lightweight but tough and delivers results that outstrip pretty 
much any other compact system camera on the market. It has a huge full-frame 36.4MP 
sensor and noise-suppression. Your wallet might weep, but your photo album will sing. 

£1070 

(body only) 

★★★★★ 



COMPACT CAMERAS 



SonyDSC-HX60 

2014's HX60 isn't a huge departure f ronn its predecessor in terms of its buiid quaiity, 
ease of use, specifications and 30x zoom iens - aii of which are exceiient. What it 
does add is NFC and a newer Bionz X processor, making it a siightiy nippier performer. 


£190 

★★★★★ 


Sony DSC-RX100 III 

if you're iooking for the best tiny snapper around, this is it. Exceiient image quaiity, £490 
fast autofocus, a usefui eiectronic viewfinder and professionai video recording, aii ★★★★★ 

squeezed into a truiy teeny package that'ii fit into your jeans pocket. We're smitten. 


Panasonic Lumix LX100 

This is one the most capabie premium compacts on the market - and the LXIOO's £500 

4K capabiiities give it a cruciai edge over its rivais. HD video capture and superb stiiis ★★★★★ 
performance make the Panasonic a star performer when it comes to the basics too. 


Fujifllm FInePlx X100S 

Fujifiim souped up its f ixed-iens retro shooter iast year, with faster focusing and a big £550 
APS-C sensor, it retains the 35mm (35mm-equivaient) f/2 iens and hybrid ★★★★★ 

viewfinder of the oid X100, and a iess retro version with biack finish is aiso avaiiabie. 


Panasonic Lumix FZ1000 

Bridge cameras often feei iike a compromise, but the FZ1000 is incredibiy versatiie: £550 

a fixed-iens camera capabie of shooting fantastic stiiis and video in aimost any ★★★★★ 

situation. And yes, it's neariy the same as the Leica V-Lux 114, but £300 cheaper. 


□ - FOR THE FULL REVIEWS IN EACH CATEGORY AND OUR BUYING GUIDES, VISIT WWW.STUFFTV/TOP-10S 
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Metamorphabet 

/ 

Learning your ABCs is a iot 
more fun when the A sprouts 
antiers, morphs into an arch 
and then goes for a bit of 
an ambie. The animations 
here range from interactive 
toys (such as the inevitabie 
xyiophone) through to more 
unusuai scenes. 



Ulysses 

/ 

Texts can be organised into 
foiders, marked up, filtered, 
and exported to all kinds 
of formats. Your entire text 
library is optionally mirrored 
via iCIoud, and you get a neat 
toolbar for statistics, extended 
characters and search. This is 
a first-rate tool for any writer. 



Yousician Guitar 

/ 

If you’ve spent a long time 
faffing about with tiny plastic 
guitars, try this app that 
bridges lessons and gaming. 
Using a horizontal Guitar Hero- 
type display, it guides you 
through the basics of note- 
picking and chord-strumming, 
gradually building your skills. 



TouchTone 

/ 

A brain-teaser for the modern 
age, TouchTone’s mirror-based 
routing puzzles are framed as 
decryption and snooping on 
phone calls and emails, aiming 
to ‘prevent the next tragedy’. 
The political undertones are 
atmospheric and complement 
the game’s moody soundtrack. 
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Apple iMac 

Other than regular power upgrades and a bit of slimming, the iMac has been largely 
unchanged for a while, but it does now run Apple's lovely Yosemite OS. There's also 
now a more affordable version and an eye-wateringly expensive 5K model. 

from £900 
★★★★★ 

Sapphire Edge VS8 

This mini-PC may look like the Terminator's lunchbox, but it houses AMD's 1.6GHz AS 

APU and dedicated HD7600G graphics with 4GB of RAM. A capable little fellow, the VS8 
even does a decent job with the latest gaming titles (with the detail dialled back a little). 

from £260 

★★★★★ 

AlienwareX51 (2014) 

The X51 hasn't changed a huge amount, but the wee size matched with powerful 
components make it perfectly suited to HD gaming. Steam Machines are going to 
liven this market up but right now it's the best balance of power and form in PC land. 

from £600 
★★★★★ 

Raspberry PI Model B+ 

It's a fully functioning PC that's barely bigger than a credit card, and now it's more flexible 
thanks to two extra USB ports and better power management. Don't expect a 'proper' 
computer - this is for tinkerers. Look out for a review of the Raspberry Pi 2 Model B. 

from £30 

★★★★☆ 

ZotacZBOX Sphere OI520 

About the size and shape of a cannonball or cantaloupe, this striking sphere will 
certainly draw attention. For media playback it's perfect, but high-end gaming is 
a no-go due to low frame rates. However, even in full swing it barely raises a decibel. 

£360 

★★★★☆ 


ALL-ROUND 

BRILLIANCE 


COMPACT 

POWER 



Sony PlayStation 4 

It may not quite be the finished article, but this is the best games machine on the planet. 

It has whisper-quiet operation, a sleek form and bags of power, with full 1080p on all 
titles and not a whiff of lag. When proper media streaming arrives, it'll be unstoppable. 

from £315 

★★★★★ 


Microsoft Xbox One 

This is very different to the Xbox One of 2013. Most significantly, the unpopular Kinect 
feature is now out of the deal, allowing Microsoft to drop the price and releasing enough 
extra power for developers to make their games look and play better. 

Allenware Alpha 

It's not quite a PS4 or Xbox One-beater, but this is the most console-like PC there's 
ever been. Steam is the main interface, but it runs on top of Windows for maximum 
game compatibility, and performance is very impressive. 

£275 

★★★★★ 

from £430 
★★★★☆ 


Sony PS Vita Slim 

If you're serious about gaming on the go, the Vita is way better than a smartphone, 

; and when you get home you can play your PS4 games in bed thanks to Remote Play. 
That's gaming decadence, right there. 

£150 

★★★★☆ 


Nintendo WII U 

While it hasn't had the same impact as the original Wii, don't underestimate the U's 
■ fun factor. Nintendo's bottomless bag of superb game franchises rolls on with the 
excitement of Mono Kort 8, with its anti-gravity karts and submarine racing. 

£170 
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Apple MacBook Pro 13in (2015) 

Apple hasn't changed too nnany parts of the MacBook Pro for 2015. There's 
a fancy new trackpad and the latest generation of Intel CPUs, which deliver 
better stannina as well as a chunk more power. This is an incremental upgrade, 
but given how good the Pro already was, that's more than enough to keep it 
right at the top of the laptop honours list. If you need power as well as stamina 
and portability, this is one of the best laptops money can buy. 


STUFF SAYS 
If It ain’t broke... It hasn’t 
radically changed, but the 
Pro’s performance and 
trackpad are top of its class 

from £1000 ★★★★★ 





Asus ZenBook UX305 

Asus knows what it's doing. It knows that the Apple MacBook Air laptops are treading 
water and the ZenBook UX305 is pretty much everything the 2015 Air should have 
been, with its fetching aluminium design and as good a display as any £1000 laptop. 


Microsoft Surface Pro 3 

The fact that it's the only device to feature in two of our Top Tens is a testament 
to the Surface Pro's versatility: it's a strong tablet, but its full-fat operating system 
and powerful innards mean it's also a worthy adversary to Ultrabooks and MacBooks. 


from £650 

★★★★★ 

from £750 

(with Type Cover) WORKING 

★★★★★ anywhere 


BEST FOR 


Aorus X3 v3 

This high-end gaming PC is packed into one of the smallest chassis we've ever seen, £1700 

complete with a drool-worthy Ultra-HD screen, good sound quality and all the storage ★★★★★ 

you'll ever need. It is pretty pricey, but it will keep you at the top of your game. 

Apple MacBook (2015) 

This is no 'Air', nor 'Pro': a clear sign that this is what Apple sees as the future of the cin^H 
ultraportable laptop. And it's certainly very desirable: a 12in lean machine with a superb 
screen and haptic touchpad. However, the lack of ports can be frustrating. ★★★★★ 

Toshiba Chromebook 2 i 

Toshiba has created the most desirable Chromebook to date with some well-judged £220 

upgrades. Slightly smaller and lighter, the screen's resolution now has full pin-sharp ★★★★★ 

HD and the Skullcandy speakers are distortion-free. It lasted eight hours on test. I 

Apple MacBook Air 13in (2015) 

Apple is scraping by with pretty much the same Air design as before. You get a new from £750 
processor, new connectors and slightly improved battery life, but still no Retina screen. 

However, if a portable road warrior is what you're after, this is still a great choice. 

Google Chromebook Pixel 

The new Pixel comes within a hair's breadth of five stars. With its pin-sharp screen from £800 
and class-leading design, it is a superb laptop. But it's a superb laptop that still only 
runs one browser. Still, you could always install Ubuntu on it... 

Lenovo Yoga Pro 3 

The third entry in the Yoga Pro line refines the laptop/tablet hybrid design with £1000 

a power-sipping new Intel Core M processor plus slimness and style to make even 
the MacBook Air look worried. And you can stand it up like a tent. If you want. 


Dell Chromebook 11 

Well-built, tough and powerful: Dell has delivered pretty much all you could want 
from a wallet -friendly Chromebook. Its high-quality finish, solid keyboard and 
responsive trackpad feel premium and it's a runaway success in our benchmarks. 


£210 


VALUE FOR 
MONEY 
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£210 I 

Disappointingly I 

the maximum video resolution T 

it displays is 320x240. Still, ; 

movement is faultless and ' 

colours are deliriously vibrant. ; 

It’s not the portable audio- : 

video revolution we’d hoped 2 

for, but a strong contender I 

for your pocket space. I 



£110 : 

The ultra-fine print ' 

head produces an incredible I 

amount of detail, although ■ 

others edge it on colour : 

balance and black depth. No ; 

Wi-Fi or card reader here, just : 

top-quality image processing. ; 

You can also use it to print ; 

designs onto CDs and DVDs. | 



£135 

There’s a satisfying, 
compact snappiness about the 
DSi that eludes the PSP. It sits 
well in the hand, while the dual 
displays, touchscreen and new 
camera work well together. 

The front has a simple scrolling 
dock, which many will prefer 
to Sony’s perplexing system. 



i £600 

: This is a fabulous 

j Blu-ray player. Build and looks 
: are spot-on, from the internal 
■ layout of separated boards 
I that reduces interference, to 
; the touch-sensitive buttons, 
j Pictures are excellent too, with 
i films displaying razor-sharp 
j edges and detail. 









DIGITAL EDITION 

AVAILABLE NOW FROM THE APR STORE 
& SAMSUNG PAPERGARDEN 


FULLY INTERACTIVE EXCLUSIVE HANDS-ON VIDEOS 
360“ PHOTOGRAPHY ZOOMABLE IMAGES 



Buy. Sell. Part-Exchonge 


< Why buy new for £2,249? 

when you can get ALL this for less? 




TAai.Liz£n 








1 1 



6 month guafantee on used items day no-quibble returns 

jD camerajungle.co.uk 


+ SeK it back to us when you're done 



Instant Online Quote Post it, or we collect Cash or instore credit! 

U unsure abcxj^ your optfona, then give out frtendV staff a ring today on £M) 8949 0123 Moo-Sat, 9enn~5pm 
■prices Qf Lwd products cofieol at the iwm csf priN, sutyect \q avafldbity. All used lienns sp? dlassiied as efther 'mrii' or 'eKooltent' oonditw 





STUFF PROMOTION 


UPGADGETYOUR HOME 

It might be where the heart lies, but home is also where you keep your tech, 
wwhile you're out buying more tech. Tech like this... 



HDMEMDNITDR HD INDDOR 
SECURITY CAMERA / £149,99 

See what's happening araund yaur 
hame ar business when yau're nat 
there; HameManitar HD alerts yau 
when matian is detected. Watch live 
ar review recardings in the claud. 


www.hamemonit nr.m s 



DCTDPUS DINING TABLE 

/ £4,800 

Alter the ambience while yau dine, 
This handmade table features 20mm 
steel tubes bent at 90 angles ta 
suppart a 120cm glass tap dimmer 
that cantrals five filament bulbs. 


tonyml le5de5lgnsXD.uk 



HURDM SLDW JUICER 
HE SERIES/ £299 

Huram's patented Slaw Squeezing 
Technalagy [SST] gives yau faur times 
mare nutrients and six times mare 
vitamin 0 than traditianal juicers. Take 
yaur time and enjay amazing results. 

www.tiuromuk.cDm 



NETGEAR NIGHTHAWK X6 AC32DD 
WIFI RDUTER / £229,99 

The Nighthawk X6 takes Wi-Fi ta a 
new level. Tri-band with speeds up 
ta 3,2Gbps, six high-perfarmance 
antennae far range withaut iag... mare 
signai, mare speed, mare tech, 

www.netgBar.ca.ult 



BIBD CLASSIC 

/ £439,00 


Da away with the kettle, filter Jug and 
battled H 2 O and transfarm tap water 
with the BiBO dispenser. It cannects 
ta yaur hause supply far instant 
filtered, chilled and bailing water, 

virww.bitowDtej-.ca,L^k 



HURDM SLDW JUICER 
HH SERIES / £399 

Huram's amazing Siaw Juicer HH 
Series gives yau silent juicing and 
alsa delivers up ta twice as much juice 
as traditianal juicers. It's a perfect 
summer additian ta any kitchen, 

www.huramuk.CQrn 



NETGEAR ARLD SMART HDME 
SECURITY CAMERA / £359,99 

Get matian-detectian alerts ta yaur 
devices. These campletely wireless 
high-def, weatherpraaf cameras 
with night visian let yau see yaur 
hame fram anywhere, anytime, 

www.arlD.CQm 



LG 65UF675V 65in 4K ULTRA HD 
LEDFREEVIEWHDTV/£1,999 

Experience incredible picture quality 
and clarity - with mare than eight 
millian pixels, this 4K Ultra HD TV 
gives yau faur times the resalutian 
af Full HD, Exclusive ta aa.cam. 


www.dOxorn 



HURDM SLDW JUICER 
HF SERIES / £499 

The HF Series is the secand- 
generatian Huram Slaw Juicer and 
features a fetching stainless steel 
bady, Nat aniy daes it laak great, it 
alsa serves up mare nutrltiaus juice. 

www.hufaniuk.CDin 
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To advertise call Joshua McGonigle 020 8267 5669 or email stuffads@haymarket.com 
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TIME FOR A TREAT 

Watches do more than just tell the time. They're a statement about you 
- and nothing makes more of a statement than a bit of class... 


www.oakleighwatches.co.uk 


www.bqwatches.com 


www.prettyeccentric.co.uk 


www.christopherward.co.uk 


www.elliotbrownwatches.com 


www.jurawatches.co.uk 


DU MAURI Eft 
maxim black II i £445 


TUDOR heritage BLACK BAY 
ET99S (PRE'OWNED, AS NEW) 


PINION AXIS PURE 
£2,3S0 


www.dumaurierwatches.com 


www.oakleighwatches.co.uk 


www.pinionwatches.com 


ruPiCTOPHER WARD TRIDENT 

600 /FROM £599 


ELLIOT BROWN BLOXWORTH 
929-007/ £550 


SEVENFRIDAYP2-1 AND P2-2 
£325 


Christopher Ward's best-selling 
C60 Trident Pro has been 


comprehensively 
upgraded to include 
a re-engineered, 
marine-grade, 
stainless-steel 
case (in 38mm and 
42mm sizes), and 
it's watertight all the 
way down to 600m. 


Unique durability is 
standard on every 
Elliot Brown watch. 
This one survived 
six months of 
winter submerged 
in freezing cold salt 
water, and kept on 
ticking - as well as 
looking like new 
when cleaned. 


Industry, architecture, engines 
and design icons. Sevenfriday is 
strongly inspired by those elements, 
from design to 
construction. 

Seejura 
Watches -the 
UK's largest 
online luxury 
watch retailer 
-for the range. 


English design house 
Du Maurier watches 
presents the Maxim 
Black II: Swiss-made 
with multi-layered 
sapphire glass, 

316 surgical- 
grade steel and a 
stunning, jet-black, 
textured dial. 


The Axis Pure is limited 
to 50 pieces, each in 
brushed marine-grade 
bronze. Inside is a 
Swiss handwound 
movement, and 
outside is a contrast- 
finish multi-level dial 
with polished and 
applied indexes. 


Tudor's new range 
marries past 
triumphs with 
contemporary 
style, from a 
meticulous 
movement to 
classic design. 

And it's a reliable 
diver's tool watch. 


fiREMONTALTI-C 
£3395 (PRE-OWNED, AS NEW) 


The English-made 
automatic Bremont 
ALT 1-C combines 
the best of classic 
design with 
modern precision, 
reliability and 
durability. Choose 
from seven 
classic styles. 


BQ WATCHES 


VINTAGE WATCH MOVEMENT 
CUFFUNKS/£49 


1920s-50s watch movements, 
set with their original ruby jewels, 
backed with vintage leather and 
presented in vintage-inspired box. 


With over 30 years' 
experience buying 
and selling the 
world's finest 
watches, BQ 
Watches always 
tries to offer the 
most competitive 
prices to trade and 
public customers. 






■ ou mean like Van Helsing? I’m pretty 
sure that only seemed to last forever. 

It did. But, like the film Von Helsing, 
there are some things that should 
not be. Concepts that should trip the big 
fusebox in the sky and make the universe go 
dark. Like a mini wind turbine attached to the 
front of an electric bicycle... or the idea that if 
time travel will ever exist, then it already exists, 
and so must never have existed. Shudder. 

A team at Columbia University is dabbling 
in similarly dubious territory, by inventing a 
camera that is powered by what it captures. 


If vanity was an energy source, humans 
would be In a lot less trouble right now. 

Snarky species smackdown! No, not vanity, 
light. See, a camera sensor is made up of lots 
of photodiodes that turn light into an electrical 
signal; the camera's processor turns those 
signals into visual data. A solar panel, on the 
other hand, is made up of lots of photodiodes 
that turn light into electrical power. The 
Columbia Computer Vision Laboratory has 
built a video camera that flip-flops between 
photoconductive and photovoltaic modes so 
it can power its own image capture. 


Holy continuous shooting! But to what end? 

Well, it's not for the Annie Leibovitzes of 
this world. Not yet, anyway- the Columbia 
continuo-cam takes one tiny, 30x40-pixel 
frame per second. But simultaneous powering 
and shooting is just showing off, really: the 
sensor could Just as easily send energy to 
a battery for use at night, meaning you could 
have a compact camera (or a CCTV setup) 
that never runs dry. Which might mean we can 
all take three-week holidays without needing 
an adapter, or it might mean a surveillance 
network that never blinks. Fingers crossed! 


DON’T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE! ON SALE 1 JULY 


[ Words Fraser Macdonald 
Illustration Bratislav Milenkovic] 







Synology' 






DS115d and DS215n 


THE PERFECT DATA STORAGE 
SOLUTION FOR YOUR HOME 


i^un your own persona} ctoud from the comfort 
and security of your home 


I 



POWER-SAVING AND RELIABLE 


ACCESS ANYWHERE, ANYTIME MULTIMEDIA CENTRE 


D52T5J f&alLjrei a dual-cor&CPU, siipports up 
to T2TB of data and consumes less than 14w 
whm active while the DS^ 1 5j offers a stable 
st^jrage envinofiment foe users with no need 
for/aict, coftSumlisg less rhair n w when active. 


Synotegy NAS'artd the Ifiiultlve CMskSiation 
Manager (OSM) sortyvare allow users to 
sync and share flies among multiple 
devices, indudlng Windows PC, Mac Ur\m^ 
iOS, Afidrofd and Windows Phone. 


Where to Buy 

amazonco.uk fnaplin 


Synology app$ a^aiEable on 


iOS W 



Audio Station, Photo Station, Vfdeo Station 
and Media Server transform your Syno^ogy 
NAS into a centralised muJli media hub. 


PC 

PRO 


Synoiogy's Media 
A<colad«s 












IN CINEMAS JUNE 11 


BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW 






